


 

 OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE  

Please liaise with the project manager,  (phone: 85, email: 
environment-agency.gov.uk) regarding the commencement of this contract. 

 
The contract will be governed by the Environmental risk assessment services framework 
(ERAS2), framework reference 29581 Terms and Conditions as contained and agreed in the 
Framework Agreement, including GDPR Schedule and Prior Rights Schedule. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Phone: 885 
Email: ment-agency.gov.uk 
 
Aqua House, 
20 Lionel Street, 
Birmingham, 
B3 1AQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







e. ECHA Assessment of Regulatory Needs (ARN) documents10 
f. The European Commission’s draft Endocrine Disruptor list11; 
g. United Nations Environment Programme review of existing initiatives to identify EDCs12; 
h. ChemSec’s Substitute It Now List13; 
i. A list of endocrine disrupting chemicals produced by the Danish Centre on Endocrine Disruptors14; 
j. The TEDX List of Potential Endocrine Disruptors15. 
k. US EPA Toxcast16 
l. Other international programmes17 

 
3. From a combination of the substances in (1) and (2) establish a list of relevant benzotriazoles for review for steps 

(4) – (10) taking account of: 

a. This list should be a minimum of 25 substances. 

b. Including all current UK registered benzotriazoles (see receivables). 

c. DUINs (see receivables). 

d. Substances used by any of the companies identified in the UK that have permits under the Industrial 
Emissions Directive and Environmental Permitting Regulations (see receivables). 

e. Including any substances detected in the UK environment (see point 6b below).  

f. The contractor should assess whether there are any sub-groups of benzotriazoles that are not 
represented within 3 (b) – (e), but are within (1) and/or (2). The contractor should then propose a 
representative selection of these to include in the list for further review. This should consider that that 
the focus of the prioritisation is substances in active use/supply, rather than legacy chemicals that are 
already undergoing risk management such as Authorisation. 

 
4. Briefly summarise current regulatory activity in the UK, EU and globally (if relevant), including the selected 

substances’ status under legislation covering cosmetics, human or veterinary pharmaceuticals, biocides and plant 
protection products. This should include, if possible, the identification of product types that contain them, relevant 
concentration limits, etc. This should also include points (a) – (j) from (2). 
 

5. Summarise the EU supply tonnages and registered uses, noting where these are likely to result in environmental 
exposure. UK supply tonnage bands for the substances should be provided in a confidential annex prepared by 
the contractor. 
 

6. Perform a search of academic and grey literature for the selected substances to identify and summarise 
information on: 

a. Sources of UK exposure, UK trade associations, companies, and specific sites that are known or likely 
to be using these substances; and  

b. Environmental monitoring data with comments on the analytical methods used. This should cover all 
relevant environmental compartments, i.e. sewage influent and effluent, fresh and marine surface waters 
and sediments, groundwater, sewage sludge and other media spread on land, soil, biota (including 
predatory wildlife and human foodstuffs) and people. The project manager will arrange for any monitoring 
data held by the Environment Agency if not publicly accessible to be supplied to the contractor for further 
analysis. The contractor should perform their own literature search to obtain UK monitoring data 
published in the academic or grey literature, which needs to be performed during point (3). 

c. Record the criteria, databases used and search dates. The emphasis should be on the UK environment, 
but data from other countries should be summarised with a description of their relevance to the UK.  

 
7. Based on the information from the available sources, briefly summarise the evidence for whether the substances 

are potential endocrine disruptors. This should include the mode of action, key effects and target organisms, with 

 
10 Assessment of regulatory needs list - ECHA (europa.eu) 
11 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/endocrine/documents/studies en.htm 
12 https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/emerging-issues/scientific-
knowledge-endocrine-disrupting 
13 https://chemsec.org/sin-list/ 
14 http://cend.dk/files/DK ED-list-final 2018.pdf 
15 https://endocrinedisruption.org/interactive-tools/tedx-list-of-potential-endocrine-disruptors/search-the-tedx-
list#sname=&searchfor=any&sortby=chemname&action=search&searchcats=all&sortby=chemname 
16 Accessed via: CompTox Chemicals Dashboard (epa.gov) 
17 E.g. https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/pded/benzotriazoles-and-benzothiazoles/Draft-
screening-assessment-benzotriazoles-benzothiazoles-group.pdf 



commentary about the strength of evidence (including quality assurance of this). The US EPA Toxcast database 
(cited above) should be checked as part of this. Consider the physico-chemical properties and fate and behaviour 
of these substances to identify the most relevant environmental compartments and significant sources of 
emission. This should include endocrine active metabolites, if relevant. 
 

8. Based on the information from the available sources, briefly summarise the evidence for whether the substances 
are potentially PBT or vPvB. Consider, with commentary about the strength of evidence (including quality 
assurance of this), the physico-chemical properties and fate and behaviour of these substances to identify the 
most relevant environmental compartments and significant sources of emission. This should include metabolites 
and degradation products, if relevant. QSAR predictions for properties should be used where measured data are 
not available. 

 
9. Where sufficient data exist, report (and comment on) Predicted No Effect Concentrations (PNECs) or 

Environmental Quality Standards for relevant substances and produce a narrative about potential risk to the UK 
based available monitoring data (including from combined exposure if relevant).  
 

10. From an analysis of this information, produce a list of recommendations for further work, for example involving 
scientific research, market and sectoral surveys, etc., with an indication of relative priorities. This should also 
highlight the specific substances for further regulatory review, and provide a commentary at a sub-group level for 
particular concerns.  

 
Deliverables 
The output will be a report covering the points 1 – 10 above. This should be prepared using the Environment 
Agency standard report template and must be fully referenced for transparency. The section order of the report 
should be consistent with earlier prioritisation reports. The report is to be submitted digitally to the project manager 
as a Microsoft Office® 2013 (or earlier) file. Other formats may be used where appropriate in agreement with the 
project manager. Where legally possible and relevant, provide copies of any supporting information in digital format, 
or relevant links where not.  
 
All written reports and the presentation should be suitably quality assured, and your tender should clearly state how 
QA will be carried out for both the draft and final reports. This includes, but is not limited to, how typographical 
errors, formatting, editorial consistency (for example of molecular structures), and the coherence of argumentation 
will be ensured before submission to the project manager. Accurate bibliographies referencing supporting 
information will be required. 
 
Receivables 

• Previous prioritisation report example 
• List of benzotriazoles reviewed in previous EA prioritisation work. 
• Environment Agency report template. 
• List of UK registrations and DUINs of benzotriazoles based on a search for “benzotriazol”. If the contractor 

proposes a different search to prepare an initial list of substances, the UK search can be amended. Due to 
its format, the DUINs list has considerable duplication in the output spreadsheet, and this will need to be 
addressed by the contractor to produce a final list. 

• EA environmental permitting data based on a search for “benzotriazol”. Again, the search can be amended 
if required. 

• Available Environment Agency monitoring data for the group based on a search for “benzotriazol”. Again, 
the search can be amended if required. 

 
Timetable 
Submit a draft written report to the Environment Agency for review no later than 11th October 2024. Following an EA 
commenting period of four weeks, the contractor shall provide a final version of the report by 22nd November 2024. 
 
Administrative procedures 
The contractor shall arrange two main project meetings: the first at project start up, and the second following 
submission of the updated draft report, to discuss Environment Agency comments. These meetings will be held 
virtually using MS Teams. The contractor shall provide minutes of these meetings and a list of actions by email to 
the project manager for agreement within two working days of the meeting. In addition, three progress meetings will 
be held at monthly intervals following the start up meeting virtually using MS Teams, for a minimum of 30 minutes 
(these may be stood down if deemed unnecessary by agreement with Environment Agency project manager). A 
brief written update (template to be provided by EA) will also be required monthly. 
 
If artificial intelligence (AI) is proposed to be used to produce any part of the report or perform any tasks contributing 
to the project, this shall be made clear in your tender, together with any relevant quality assurance. This shall also 
be communicated and agreed in advance with the project manager. 
 
















