






 
Appendix 1: Terms and Conditions 

  
The Customer’s Standard Good & Services Terms and Conditions which can be located on the 
Natural England Website and which are called ‘Standard Goods & Services Terms and Conditions’ 
  



Appendix 2: Specification/Description  

See Request for Quotation for full specification 

Catcott Edington and Chilton Moors SSSI (also referred to as CECM SSSI throughout these 
documents) forms part of the extensive grazing marsh and ditch systems of the Somerset Levels 
and Moors. The features for which the site is notified are several species of non-breeding birds; an 
assemblage of breeding birds; two communities of aquatic invertebrates found in the ditches; the 
otter population; the community of aquatic plants found in the ditches; the ditch habitat; neutral 
grassland communities; wet grassland communities and fen habitats. There is detailed information 
about the biological interest at the Catcott Edington and Chilton Moors SSSI page of our 
Designated Sites View website, including the list of monitored features and the citation.  

The site covers 1085 ha and is divided into 37 numbered ‘units’ for the purposes of monitoring and 
management which correspond with physical boundaries, ownership, or both – see Map A.  

The last comprehensive assessment of the condition of notified features was in 2013, when the 
grassland and ditch features were found to be in Unfavourable Recovering condition. In 2021 the 
ditch feature was downgraded to Unfavourable Declining condition due to water quality 
assessments. This site is due a Condition Assessment to establish the current condition and to 
assess the impact of the water quality issues identified. 

This Contract is aimed at collecting data to enable Condition Assessment of the grassland and 
ditch features on the site over the course of 2 field seasons as detailed below. 

Requirement 

General 

The methodology used for condition monitoring must be compliant with the published standards 
for Common Standards Monitoring: 

• Common Standards Monitoring - Introduction to the Guidance Manual (jncc.gov.uk) 
• Common Standards Monitoring Guidance for Lowland Grassland Habitats (jncc.gov.uk) 
• Common Standards Monitoring Guidance for Lowland Wetlands Habitats (jncc.gov.uk) 
• Common Standards Monitoring Guidance for Ditches (jncc.gov.uk) 

Natural England will supply a monitoring specification for the SSSI which includes a list of 
attributes and targets for each habitat. This adds site specific detail, where available, to 
complement that provided in the generic attributes and targets listed on the JNCC guidance pages 
as Conservation Objectives.  

A spreadsheet/recording form (Excel) will be provided for each feature to be monitored. This can 
act as the recording form or be used to create a bespoke form. 

A map/GIS file will be supplied with pre-determined stop locations, when they are to be used. 

The area to be surveyed is shown in Map A 

Information and guidance on requesting baseline digital geographical data from Natural England 
can be found on our website. 

Habitat features 





Note - protected bird species use this site for breeding, please detail how you will assess and 
mitigate for the risk of disturbance. 

Ditch condition monitoring methodology 

For the ditches on site we require evidence of each of the attributes given in Appendix 1 taken at 
each of at least 70 pre-defined stop locations. At each stop, data will be gathered on the physical 
structure of the ditch and habitat, water quality and quantity and the vegetation along a 20m length 
centred on the stop location. Ditch survey methodology is described in the CSM Guidance for 
Ditches and a spreadsheet detailing the minimum data required at each stop will be provided on 
awarding the contract. 

Additionally, questions related to habitat features that support the invertebrate features will need to 
be answered for each stop location. These will also be detailed in the spreadsheet to be provided. 

Each stop should be accompanied by notes describing any other features of interest related to the 
ditch and adjoining land, along with observations about habitat condition, management, pressures 
and remedies that will aid our assessment.  

Surveyor requirements 

To ensure field surveys are undertaken by suitably experienced people, please provide 
information about staff who will deliver the brief, comprising a summary of their qualifications, skills 
and past experience of undertaking similar survey work. We will look for evidence that surveyors 
have the necessary ecological skills to monitor the relevant habitat, identify the likely species 
encountered and recognise the relevant National Vegetation Communities. The lead surveyor 
should have strong working knowledge of relevant Common Standards Monitoring methodologies 
and habitat management techniques.  

The supplier should factor in any time necessary for the survey team to familiarise themselves with 
relevant parts of Common Standards Monitoring guidance listed above and the SSSI monitoring 
specification, focussing on attributes/targets and field procedures/methodology, and conservation 
objectives for the specific feature.  

As detailed above, the risks to survey completion should be factored into the quotation. 

Safety requirements 

The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 is to be fully complied with at all times. Risks associated with field-
based work need to be considered. The site is formed of surfaced droves (access tracks), ditches and 
grassland.   

Please provide a clear and structured proposal to demonstrate your intended approach to health and 
safety on this project and how you ensure the requirements of legislation are met. This should be 
accompanied by the following Health and Safety documentation required by Natural England:  

• Risk assessment: this must take the hazards identified above into account.  

• Valid certificates (if appropriate) to be made available on request:  

o Employers Liability Compulsory Insurance  





o pressures (e.g. issues) on the site (refer to list provided on award of contract) 
• raw data and data summaries used to assess each attribute for each feature (i.e. data 

collected in the field at each stop location) 

Payment 

The Authority will raise purchase orders to cover the cost of the services and will issue to the 
awarded supplier following contract award.  

The Authority’s preference is for all invoices to be sent electronically, quoting a valid Purchase 
Order number. Payments will be split into 8 equal payments over the 2-year period as below (the 
exact timing of payments is open for negotiation): 

   
1. Initial 31st May 2024 
2. Field season 31st July 2024 
3. Interim On receipt of draft reports 2024 
4. Interim On receipt of final ditch report 
5. Field Season 31st May 2025 
6. Field season 31st July 2025 
7. Interim On receipt of draft report 2025 
8. Final On receipt of final grassland report 

It is anticipated that this contract will be awarded for a period of 22 months to end no later than 
31/01/2026. Prices will remain fixed for the duration of the contract award period. We may, at our 
sole discretion, extend this contract to include related or further work. Any extension shall be 
agreed in writing in advance of any work commencing and may be subject to further competition.  
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