GREAT DUNMOW TOWN COUNCIL

[image: image1.jpg]










                                    FOAKES HOUSE









       47 STORTFORD ROAD









               GREAT DUNMOW





       

                 ESSEX  CM6 1DG          








    Tel:  01371 872406


           


               Email: info@greatdunmow-tc.gov.uk
Terry Moule
Operations Manager
operations@greatdunmow-tc.gov.uk
                 



‘FORMAL’ AREAS GRASS CUTTING SPECIFICATION 2024 - 2025
The contract length is for two seasons (2024 and 2025), with an annual RPI increase, and review at the contract end for a possible 2 year extension (subject to satisfactory performance). 

1. CUTTING SEASON

a. Grass cutting in Great Dunmow shall normally start during the first two weeks in March or when conditions suit and continue until the last week in October.

b. All operations shall normally be carried out between 7.30am and 8.00pm Monday to Friday.

c. All contractors must notify the Town Council in advance about when they are going to be on site.
2 GENERAL

a. Mowing shall be carried out with mowers of the appropriate type to remove long stems and leave an even finish with no scalping of the ground. All grass will be cut cleanly and evenly, to the same height on each site and without damaging the existing surface. Where the ground is uneven and scalping may result, the cutting height must be raised.
b. Since it is not possible to predict accurately the precise number of cuts which may be required on any site in any one year, the frequency of cuts will be sufficient to maintain a height of not more than 60mm before cutting and not less than 30mm after cutting.  During periods of heavy growth the frequency of cuts will not be more than 15 day intervals.  For purposes of this tender, Contractors should submit tenders for 16 cuts per season and a separate price for additional cuts.
c. Soft vegetation growth, such as clover, will be deemed to be part of the Contract where it falls within larger areas or boundaries.

d. Mowing will take place on the full area of grass at the site, up to the paving, fencing, hedging, headlands and other boundaries.

e. The Contractor will be required to recut any area deemed to be unsatisfactorily cut at their own expense. The contractor will be required to recut any area in which the edges have been allowed to creep this could be included in the following cut but would be at contractor’s expense.
f. Prior to cutting the Contractor will remove any paper, plastic, tins, bottles and other debris to avoid contamination.  All such materials to be removed for disposal by a registered waste contractor.  If the amount is considered excessive by the Contractor, he will immediately inform the Town Council, who will consider each site on its merits and may recommend extra payments in exceptional circumstances to the contractor.

g. In dry conditions, the Contractor will liaise with the Council regarding whether a cut is necessary. The minimum cut height must not be reduced.
h. In very wet conditions, all operations involving grass cutting shall cease until conditions allow without:

i. Damaging the surface, levels and contours of the ground

ii. Creating grass cutting divots from the rollers or cutters

Mowing will resume as quickly as possible once conditions allow.  The Contractor will be expected to provide sufficient manpower and machinery to catch up if there is a substantial amount of mowing time lost through bad weather.

If very wet conditions persist and additional operations are required to cut grass, then the Contractors will agree with the Council a fair and reasonable rate for dealing with the excess growth.

i. Strimming: It will be necessary to cut round obstacles to the same height, frequency and standard as the surrounding grass areas. The Contractor will be held responsible to damage caused to young or free-standing trees i.e. ring barking, and damaged trees will be replaced at the contractors expense.
j. All persons operating grass cutting machinery must be satisfactorily trained, and the Council reserves the right to ask the Contractor to provide adequate proof that their operators are well trained, conversant with the Health & Safety Regulations and competent in operating methods, in compliance with HSG65 (Managing for Health & Safety).
k. The Contractor shall submit invoices for work under this Contract each month during the season specified therein; the dates of cuts shall be stated on the said invoices.

2 OTHER ASSOCIATED WORKS

At each mowing visit the Contractor shall ensure that the bases of free-standing trees, signs, notices, seats, litterbins, picnic tables and other obstacles/structures are clean, tidy, weed-free and with grass at the same height as the surrounding grass at the time of cutting.  Strimmers must not be used round the bases of immature hedging, shrubs, and trees.  The Contractor’s tender shall include provision for the above associated work.

3 CONTRACT AREAS
The areas for cutting are included in the Schedule & Site Plans at Appendix 1 attached. A joint site visit with Council staff must take prior to commencement of the contract to ensure mutual understanding and agreement of the contract requirements. Further visits may be requested (if necessary) during the contract period.  
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