Invitation to Tender: 
Economic Impacts of Migration to the UK Economy
Background
1. The Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) invites tenders from researchers with ideas for new or other research in relation to the economic impacts of migration to the UK economy.
2. The Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) is an independent, non-statutory, non-time limited, non-departmental public body that advises the government on migration issues. 
3. In July 2017, the Government commissioned the Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) to advise on the economic and social impacts of the UK’s exit from the European Union and also on how the UK’s immigration system should be aligned with a modern industrial strategy. Subsequently in August 2017, the Government commissioned the MAC to assess the full economic and social impact of international students in the UK. 

4. We are commissioning research to understand the effects of the economic costs and benefits of migration to the UK economy. We are keen to encourage researchers to investigate innovative areas of research; or extensions of previous work that fall within this broad remit. 
5. Information on the Government commission and other MAC work are available on our website: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/migration-advisory-committee
Aim and Objectives
6. The aim of this project is to gain a better understanding of the economic impacts of migration (EEA migration; non-EEA migration; and/or international students) to the UK economy through innovative approaches. We welcome research which aims to fill any gaps in the evidence and knowledge that exists; to address and examine areas that have not been considered in great depth in the literature; or to enable an extension of previous work.   
7. Areas of work that we have identified as particularly interesting include the impacts of migrants on: the labour market (including: wages, unemployment, employment); prices (including consumer prices; producer prices, household prices and rents); productivity; investment (including corporate and private investment) and innovation.

8. Within these areas we are interested in whether the impacts differ by type of migrants (EEA, non-EEA, international students); at national/regional/local level; by industry; by sector; by occupation; by skill level; by education level. 
9. We welcome bids that address any of these areas of research or any other gaps in the evidence base. We are strictly not looking for literature reviews of existing analysis. We are looking to commission studies on a wide range of areas. 
10. The MAC invites tenders for research that will provide evidence by 18 May 2018. The findings will inform MAC response to the Government commission in September 2018. 

11. The budget is up to a total of £100,000 excluding VAT. We envisage individual contract to be within the value of £20,000 and £25,000. Contracts will be awarded to the highest scoring suppliers up to a maximum of 5 suppliers. The MAC may not commission any projects if the bids received are considered non-satisfactory. 
Suggested Methodology 
12. The methods and data used are at the discretion of the prospective researchers, but these should be specified in detail. It is anticipated that the researchers could use existing data and/or new sources of information to examine relevant issues. 
13. Bidders may also present more than one methodological approach, outlining the implications of the different options for the research.
14. The research should use up to date, respected, methods, in line with recent studies. It is essential that the methodology and analysis stands up to external scrutiny by professional academics, economists, statisticians and analysts. 
Deliverables
15. The initial primary audience for this work will be the MAC. The main output of the study will be a report, detailing the aims and objectives of the research, the methodology adopted and the main findings. 
16. The report should include a brief non-technical Executive Summary. Three bound copies of the final report and an electronic copy (preferably Word and pdf format) for the MAC website will be required. 
17. The MAC will make the final output of the study publicly available and may quote it in the MAC response to the Government commission. 
18. Deliverables may vary according to individual projects but will include: 

· A methodology paper; 

· Regular updates on emerging findings and project progress; 

· A draft report; 

· A final report incorporating comments from the MAC; 

· Up to two presentations of the key aspects of the work to the MAC;  

· Key datasets and syntax files. 
Project Timescales

19. We expect to assign contracts by early November. The timescale for delivery of the research is flexible according to the needs of the project, but we would expect as a minimum:

· Kick off meeting to present in detail the proposed data sources and methodology 1 week after the appointment

· Weekly catch ups to discuss progress

· Follow-up meeting to agree project scope and methodology 
· Draft report by w/b 9 April 2018
· Final report by 18 May 2018
· Final presentation May 2018
20. Other deliverables will be expected as per paragraph 18.

Terms and Conditions

21. Bidders should know that Home Office Terms and Conditions apply. Any requests to clarify these should be raised as a formal clarification during the permitted clarification period. 

Evaluation 

22. The bids will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

	Methodology
	The relevance of the questions considered in the bid and the suitability of the proposed methodology to address the questions.
	30%

	Project plan
	The bid quality and the bidder ability to deliver a high-quality project of value to the MAC.
	20%

	Contribution to the evidence base
	How far the proposed bid adds new evidence to the existing knowledge base and analysis.

	30%

	Experience of bidder
	The relevant skills and experience of the team members included in the tender
	10%

	Value for Money
	
	10%


23. The evaluation team will comprise MAC members and MAC Secretariat. After evaluation the scores will be finalised by performing a calculation to identify the mean average of all evaluators. For example, a criteria is scored by three evaluators and judged as scoring 5, 5 and 6. These scores will be added together and divided by the number of evaluators to produce the final score of 5.33 (5+5+6 =16÷3 = 5.33)
24. The tender document is the only document the evaluation team will assess; any other method used by bidders to answer questions will not be evaluated (e.g. e-mails or other correspondence). 

Payment Terms

25.  A payment schedule will be agreed with the successful bidders upon appointment. The first instalment will normally be paid within 30 days of the receipt of satisfactory invoice unless stated otherwise in the Draft Contract.

General Information and Instructions

26. Any requests for additional information or clarification, technical or contractual, should be submitted by email to MAC@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk by 12 noon on 13 October. The MAC will publish answers to these questions by 20 October. 
27. Tenders must be submitted as a single Microsoft Word document that incorporates all aspects of the bid, including the CVs of the research team and the price schedule. The name of the Word document should take the form ‘Economic Impact of Migration [bidder name]’. 
28. The closing date for submissions is 12 noon on 27 October 2017. If a Tender is to be submitted all the necessary documents must be returned duly completed in all respects by that date. Late or incomplete tenders may not be considered.

29. For an application form for a submission for this research paper, please email MAC@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk, quoting MAC/Research/Economic Impacts in the subject box.
