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Dear Sirs


SMALL OIL RECOVERY AND CONTAINMENT SYSTEM

We have received some questions from an applicant for the above-mentioned contract, and to ensure that all applicants have access to the same information, we have copied the questions and our answers to you:

How will the recovery rate of the proposed system be verified?  Eg ASTM F2709 is a recognized and repeatable test standard for determining nameplate capacity of oil skimmers.
This is not a skimmer system, the contained oil would be recovered from a separate skimmer placed into the collection area, therefore the ASTM F2709 system would not be appropriate as this applies only to stationary skimmer systems. Tenderers should describe the tests or trials carried out and the test conditions in detail and provide a comprehensive method statement; these details will these details will indicate the capabilities of the system.

Is the system to be towed by one or two vessels?  If the system is to be deployed by one vessel and requires a Boom Vane / Paravane, does the MCA recognize international patents exist for this devices?

It should be possible to deploy the system from a single vessel. We would envision that a boom vane would be used for this. Not sure about the international patents question.

What size and type of oil containment boom is required ?
A boom containment system designed for use in shallow waters close to the shore. We do not have a specific size in mind. Tenderers should propose the most suitable system they have to meet these requirements.


What swath width is required for the containment system?
Again, Tenderers should propose the most suitable system they have on offer to meet our requirements, considering both the requirements to operate close to shore and to coral and contain as much oil as possible.


What volume of temporary storage is required?  Is this envisaged to be stored in the water or on the deploying vessel?

We do not have a specific size in mind for the collection area, Tenderers should propose the best they have on offer, while balancing all of the requirements, i.e. balancing the requirement to operate in shallow waters close to shore against the requirement to coral and contain as much oil as possible. It is envisioned that a separate skimmer system and pump would be deployed into the collection area of the containment system and would recover collected oil into a temporary storage area on a separate vessel. 


I trust this answers the question, but if you have any further queries please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards

Amanda Dunbar
MCA Procurement Strategy and Corporate Services




