About the Proposed Curriculum Experts procurement
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is looking to procure a number of curriculum experts to provide independent expertise for the development of the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 National Curriculum tests for English Grammar Punctuation & Spelling, English Reading, Mathematics and Science between 1 February 2020 and 31 January 2022.
We are looking to appoint Curriculum Experts (Curriculum Advisors and Assessment Advisors) who possess excellent knowledge of their subject area to provide advice to ensure that test instruments are accurate, valid and meet the relevant test specifications. Curriculum Experts will review assessment materials and comment on their suitability in assessing the curriculum and for the test population.

Curriculum Experts would need to demonstrate (but is not limited to):
· Substantial and recent expertise in their chosen subject(s) at Key Stage 1 or Key Stage 2 or beyond (as appropriate);
· A detailed understanding of key stages 1 and 2 within their chosen subject area;
· Expertise in critically analysing assessment materials;
· An understanding of the curriculum, its structure and on-going strategy of improvement, including of teacher assessment requirements and the exemplification of national standards that support reliability, validity and consistency;
· An understanding of the issues raised by recent reviews and consultations relating to assessment and how subsequent implementation may affect the future structure and strategy of the assessments;
· The ability to communicate effectively with various stakeholders, providing constructive feedback at all meetings and to provide workable solutions to any problems and/or issues identified during this project; and
· Experience of test / assessment development processes, gained from either previous work on National Curriculum tests, or similar activity for another project (desirable).

A total of 16 posts will be offered across the subjects and levels as follows:

	Subject
	Curriculum Expert Requirements

	Key Stage 1 English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
	2 Curriculum Advisors


	Key Stage 2 English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
	2 Curriculum Advisors


	Key Stage 1 English Reading
	2 Curriculum Advisors
1 Assessment Advisor

	Key Stage 2 English Reading
	2 Curriculum Advisors
1 Assessment Advisor 

	Key Stage 1 Mathematics
	1 Curriculum Advisor
1 Assessment Advisor

	Key Stage 2 Mathematics
	1 Curriculum Advisor
1 Assessment Advisor

	Key Stage 2 Science
	2 Curriculum Advisors




A brief summary of the Curriculum Advisor and Assessment Advisor roles is provided below.

Curriculum Advisors will be expected to provide advice on:
· Whether the assessments cover the content and cognitive domains set out in the test frameworks appropriately;
· Whether the assessments reflect good classroom practice;
· Whether the standards within the assessments are appropriate;
· The subject at the key stage above and below that being assessed;
· Manageability and administering the assessments in the classroom; and
· Marker training materials.

Assessment Advisors will be expected to:
· Advise on gaps in coverage within the item bank;
· Create and / or review new items for the agency;
· Advise on the future development of items and mark schemes;
· Informally trial items;
· Group materials for trialling;
· Review trialling data and advise on future development; and
· Participate in review meetings and advise on future development.

We would expect the value of the work over the two-year contract period to total £400,000 (excluding any chargeable VAT as test development is VAT exempt).  Each contract will have a maximum ceiling value of £25,000 (excluding any chargeable VAT) and discreet pieces of work will be called off using a statement of works.

The proposed procurement timetable is set out in the table below.  Please note that these dates are indicative at this stage.

	Date
	Stage

	18/10/2019
	ITT published

	Midday 15/11/2019
	Deadline for clarification questions

	Midday 29/11/2019
	Deadline for submission of applications

	13/01/2020
	Notification to successful suppliers and awarding of contracts

	03/02/2019
	Contract start date



Suppliers preparation for any competition

We wish to inform potential bidders about the opportunity to pre-register on our Jaggaer E procurement system and also achieve Baseline Personnel Security Screening should you be offered a contract .

1. Jaggaer 

The link for Supplier registration and log in is: https://education.app.jaggaer.com/web/login.html


This is also published on the ‘Procurement at DfE’ GOV.UK page and the Bravo home page to advise suppliers of the DfE system upgrade. 

All support to Suppliers is available from Jaggaer directly. The Jaggaer support details are on the Supplier log in page as:  

Phone: 
0800 069 8630 
+44 203 608 4013 

E-mail: 
help@bravosolution.co.uk

The Authority administers all procurements electronically via the Department for Education e-procurement Solution portal (Jaggaer ). 
No hard copy documents will be issued and all communications with the Authority (including final submission of Tender responses) must be conducted via Jaggaer. 
To ensure all communications relating to this procurement are received, potential suppliers must ensure that the point of contact they nominate in the Jaggaer portal is accurate at all times. Access to the Jaggaer portal is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and 365 days a year anywhere in the world via the internet unless notified otherwise by the Jaggaer portal.

2. Baseline Personnel Security  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-baseline-personnel-security-standard
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