Delivery of the Teacher Sabbatical Pilot
We are seeking advice from the market to help inform the development of the teacher sabbatical pilot.

We value the views of potential providers and are therefore requesting information to assist our scoping of the procurement. This is not an invitation to bid, it is solely a request for information. No direct business will be awarded as a result of completing this Request for Information (RFI). Responding to this RFI will not advantage or disadvantage any supplier in the future procurement. 

Organisations that are interested in this anticipated opportunity are invited to attend a Market Engagement Webinar on 9 October and to respond to an RFI questionnaire. This will assist DfE to gain a greater understanding of the market and help shape any contract that it will procure.

Reservations to attend the Market Engagement Webinar on 9 October 2018 at 3:30pm should be made through our event page:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/delivery-of-the-teacher-sabbatical-pilot-webinar-tickets-50534105871 
Ticket reservation will be available until 10:00PM on 8 October 2018.

A copy of the RFI will be uploaded to this PIN shortly. The deadline for responses will be Tuesday 16th October at 6:00pm. Please submit all responses to the Teacher Sabbatical Pilot mailbox: ‘sabbatical.pilot@education.gov.uk’. 
Further information 

The Department for Education (DfE) ran a consultation entitled ‘Strengthening QTS and improving career progression for teachers’ between December 2017 and March 2018. The consultation sought views on whether DfE should develop a teacher sabbatical pilot for more experienced teachers. This proposal received overwhelmingly positive feedback, which highlighted the potential benefits including a positive impact on teacher recruitment and retention, and helping to embed a culture of continuing professional development throughout a teacher’s career.

In May 2018, as part of the government response to the consultation, we announced a teacher sabbatical pilot: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/704942/Government_consultation_response_-_QTS_and_career_progression.pdf 

The pilot will operate nationally and will be open to teachers with at least ten years of experience. The contractor will be expected to ensure the delivery of several hundred sabbaticals of varying lengths, ranging from part-time (one day a week) to a full school year, ensuring a spread across different types of schools (e.g. academy and maintained) and phases (e.g. primary, secondary). 

We are seeking to pilot a sustainable approach which does not impose a financial burden on schools and that may, subject to the outcomes of the pilot, be expanded in the long-term. We envisage that the sabbatical providers will include universities, businesses and organisations working in the education sector.

Once approved the contractor would be expected to:

· Identify and secure the cooperation of potential sabbatical providers e.g. universities and businesses to provide sabbatical opportunities including a financial contribution and manage the ongoing relationship.
· Manage the application process.
· Manage the placement of teachers with sabbatical providers including payments for cover.
· Produce a package of support for the teacher, their school and the provider that covers before, during and after the sabbatical. This will include a focus on embedding the benefits of the sabbatical in the longer-term for the teacher, their school and wider; and the activity a teacher is required to complete.

· Provide ongoing support to teachers, their schools and the providers. 

· Cooperate with data collection for evaluation purposes.

· Adapt the programme based on feedback.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
The DfE will be administering the procurement process electronically via the DfE e-Procurement Solution portal; Bravo Solution. No hard copy documents will be issued and all communications with DfE (including final submission of tenders) will be conducted via the Bravo Solution Portal.
Bidders who are not already registered on the Bravo Solution portal can register here: https://education.bravosolution.co.uk

For any assistance with the portal, bidders should contact the Bravo helpdesk: help@bravosolution.co.uk  
NOTE: The Bravo Solution e-Procurement portal will be used for the competitive stages of this procurement. For the purposes of the market engagement and RFI the DfE will regularly update this PIN. All contact with DfE at this early stage should be made via the Teacher Sabbatical Pilot mailbox: ‘sabbatical.pilot@education.gov.uk’. 
Please note that this PIN is not a call to competition and the DfE is not bound to enter into any procurement activity because of it. With procurement being dependant on ministerial priorities, funding for the delivery of the Teacher Sabbatical Pilot is subject to change at DfE’s absolute discretion. 


