3rd July 2020
REQUIREMENT FOR PARTICLE CABINETS

Background 

Border Force officers may inspect some goods on import which may contain chemicals including powders and solids. Typically, the types of consignments for this inspection are those from postal and air courier environments. There is a need to provide a safe environment in order to conduct an invasive examination and this will be accomplished by making use of a Particle Cabinet.

Border Force is a Directorate of the Secretary of State for the Home Department commonly known as the `Home Office’.

Requirements

We require the supply, delivery and on-site commissioning of up to 15 x class 1 filtration Particle Cabinets to conduct safe examinations of chemicals. The required width for each cabinet will be determined following the site survey at each site, but are expected to be between around 800mm and 1100mm. As the examination rooms are unlikely to have exterior walls they should be ductless with re-circulated air and fitted with suitable filtration to protect against particle and vapour. We also require site surveys to identify best routes to install the above.

Although it is anticipated that Particle Cabinets should be located on existing work counters, you are required to provide details of wheeled and height adjustable stands to accommodate the Particle Cabinet and also the option to purchase spillage trays if required.  Any justified need to be recommended in site survey. 

Please include charcoal and other particulate filters required and indicate life expectancy.

The Particle Cabinets will need to be delivered to locations on the UK mainland between 1st September 2020 & 28th February 2021. It is conceivable that more than one particle cabinet may need to be installed at the same site.

On installation, the successful bidder is required to contact the Border Force Technical Manager responsible for maintenance of these items with details of the exact location and the date of each installation. The Technical Managers current e-mail address is Steven.Whitting@homeoffice.gov.uk. (UK Border Force will advise the successful bidder of any changes to this contact e-mail.) 
 
Please provide the following in your response:

· The unit cost, including supply, delivery, installation and commissioning of up to 15 particle cabinets as outlined above between 1st September 2020 & 28th February 2021. 
· Please quote separately for the cost of a site survey anywhere on the UK mainland.
· That you agree to a maximum lead-in time for supply, delivery, installation and commissioning of 45 calendar days from receipt of Purchase Order. 
· That you will offer a warranty period of at least 3 years from the date of commissioning. 
· Please quote the cost of an annual planned maintenance examination (including any necessary spare parts & labour) for a 5-year period on performance (under COSSH regulations) at the installation location? 

Information for bidders

All received bids must be compliant with the above and will be evaluated on the firm cost of 1 x unit between 800mm & 1100mm wide (including the supply, delivery, installation & commissioning) + the cost of 1 x site survey + the cost of 1 x annual maintenance visit as described above. The bidder offering the lowest combined price with a compliant tender will be awarded the contract for both goods and servicing. 

The supplier will also be expected to provide a list of optional items including spillage tray options, tables, coaster etc.  These items will not form part of the tender evaluation and remain optional purchases.

The Goods contract expected duration for which prices must be firm is from 1st September 2020 until 28th February 2021 inclusive. Whilst the contract will allow for up to 15 x Particle Cabinets to be purchased, no guarantee can be given of any minimum number included in the order(s) that will be placed with the successful bidder.   

The Servicing contract’s expected duration will be from 1st October 2020 to 30th September 2025. The charges for the servicing contract shall remain fixed for the first 24 months following the award of the contract. 

Thereafter the charges may be varied subject to the written agreement of the Home Office. Such variations will be limited to the annual negotiations on subsequent anniversaries of the award of the Framework Agreement. The Contractor can submit written notice to the Home Office of any proposed variation up to and including one month before subsequent annual anniversaries of the Commencement Date. Such written notice to the Home Office of any proposed variations should be supported by detailed cost breakdowns and management information as requested by the Customer. Any increase will not exceed the increase change in the Office of National Statistics’ Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the 12-month period preceding the anniversary of the Commencement Date. This increase will be capped at a maximum of 3% and recorded as a Variation to Contract.

Servicing may continue after the 5th anniversary of receiving the unit at prices to be agreed between both parties.   

Once the contract for the purchase & servicing of the Particle Cabinets are signed by both sides, all orders for both goods and servicing will be placed by Home Office Purchase Order quoting relevant contract reference.       

Please also advise at the end of your written quote:
· Details of Warranty provided (which as above must be at least 3 years), including any extension costs.
· Details of any help and support available in case of problems/faults.
· Any other maintenance you believe is appropriate to support these cabinets.
· Details of quality standards with which your products comply.
· Prices for accessories including wheeled and height adjustable stands.
· Additionally, please indicate whether you offer a service to dispose of waste filters and if so what this entails and include details of costs?

Any questions, queries or clarifications regarding this tender should be submitted to Paul.Tooke@homeoffice.gov.uk by Wednesday 5th August 2020 at 12 noon at the latest. 

All written submissions should be submitted to Paul.Tooke@homeoffice.gov.uk by 12 noon on Friday 7th August 2020 at the latest. 

Please note any agreement signed with your Company will be subject to the Standard UK Government Short Form Terms and Conditions for Goods and Services (attached for reference).
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