

Project title: Collections People Stories – Anthropology Re-considered

South Hall Anthropology gallery re-display - Working title: Being human
The idea
The re-developed gallery will deliver a cutting edge and contemporary world cultures gallery, exploring what it means to be human and to live a human life in the one world we all inhabit.

We will showcase collections from Africa, Europe, America, Asia and Oceania and regional case studies from each area will be illuminated through poems, myths or stories from each of the cultures represented. Contemporary narratives will sit alongside historical collections to provide insight into global transformation and a space for current voices to be heard. The gallery will also explore the history and diversity of the Horniman collection with a visually striking and object rich display of objects by type, rather than region, demonstrating the iceberg of the stored, research collections.
The gallery will look and feel relevant to our present day audiences and enable high levels of visitor participation throughout. Displays will offer hands-on, multi-sensory experiences and activities that are surprising, fun and encourage exploration and discovery. The gallery will offer stories, questions and challenges and spark discussion, debate and interactions between visitors and between visitors and the museum.

Learning Outcomes: All visitors will...
1. Learn about different people, their culture, and the world in which they live

2.  Be more aware of the different ways people live in and make sense of the world
3. Gain a new perspective on their own way of life and understanding of the world in which they live.

4. have the opportunity to learn something new on repeat visits to the gallery
5. make connections between objects and displays and their own personal experience 
6. (All adult visitors will) have easy access to the context for challenging and culturally unfamiliar objects, supporting parents/carers as primary educators and encouraging family interactions.

7. Feel enabled to participate and actively engage with displays in the gallery and share responses with fellow visitors and the museum.
8. Enjoy their visit to the gallery
South Hall Balcony display
Working title: Horniman’s Vision
The idea
The display tells the story of Frederick Horniman’s original collections that he made for Surrey House Museum, before it was gifted to the people of London in 1901. This will include the sources he obtained his material from and his travels. This will give some insight into the social context in which he made his collections. The display will also reveal Frederick Horniman’s inspirational founding vision which still sits at the heart of who we are and what we do.

Learning Outcomes: All visitors will...

1. learn about the origins and history of the Horniman Museum, Gardens and collections.

2. learn about the founder of the museum, Frederick Horniman, and his role in the local area

3. learn about the social and political issues around Victorian collecting and relationship with the British empire.
4. Enjoy their visit to the gallery

Studio Space
The idea 

· The studio will be a flexible space, expanding and enriching visitor experience through a programme of high quality and challenging, yet accessible interventions, engaging people’s fascination with objects ideas and creativity.

· It will be a space for participative workshops, performance events and changing exhibitions, drawing on the Horniman Museum’s collections as well as on the skills, and knowledge of the team

· Artists scientists and creative thinkers, whose work is rooted in participation, will work with communities revealing new ways of using and understanding the Horniman’s international collections
· It will be fitted out with a flexible infrastructure, performance and display lighting, digital and time based media infrastructure and flexible display walls, which can be configured to line or divide the space. Flooring and acoustics in the space will meet the brief as a flexible performance space.
Learning Outcomes: All visitors will…

1. experience a perspective on the Horniman’s collections that is not represented anywhere else in the museum or gardens

2. be challenged by the ideas they see presented

3. Acknowledge that the studio is a space where controversial (contemporary) issues are addressed through the help of artist.

4. view the Horniman as a place that displays contemporary, thoughtful and cutting edge work

5. enjoy their visit to the gallery


