


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Department for Education]
Expression of Interest
Title: Analysis of responses to the consultation on  Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education.
Project reference:
Deadline for expressions of interest: 12 noon on Thursday 9th August
Summary
Expressions of interest are sought for a contractor to undertake analysis of responses to a consultation questionnaire on the Regulatory Impact Assessment, draft regulations and statutory guidance on new curriculum subjects Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education being introduced. The consultation, launched in July 2018, comprises of an online questionnairethat asks the public for their views on the proposed content and age appropriateness of these new subjects. For each question, the consultation uses a combination of a Likert scale and an open text box to allow participants to expand on their closed answer. Based on the response to the recent call for evidence on the new subjects, we anticipate a high number of responses to the consultation.
Background
The department wants to help all schools to deliver a high-quality education that ensures all young people are equipped to have healthy and respectful relationships in everyday life including online and leave school with the knowledge to prepare them for adult life.
The Children and Social Work (CSW) Act 2017 placed a duty on the Secretary of State to make Relationships Education at primary and RSE at secondary, compulsory through regulations. It also provided a power for the Secretary of State to make Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) or elements of it compulsory in all schools (in which it is not already compulsory). The Act requires the department to consult with people or groups the Secretary of State considers appropriate.
The consultation has been designed to seek views on:
· the draft statutory guidance that will support schools in their approach to teaching these subjects and sets out the core pillars that the subjects should cover.
· the draft regulations that set out the legal framework for the introduction of compulsory Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education
· the regulatory impact assessment that sets out the department’s calculation of the cost burden to schools to teach the new subjects
Aims 
The department launched a consultation questionnaire on https://consult.education.gov.uk/pshe/relationships-education-rse-health-education on 19 July. The consultation closes at the beginning of November 2018. The proposed timetable for analysing the responses and to produce a report is set out below.
The aim of this project is to recruit a contractor to analyse all of the online responses that the department receives to the questions on the Regulatory Impact Assessment, draft regulations and statutory guidance on the new curriculum subjects (Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education). This will help us to finalise the statutory guidance for the subjects before it is published in 2019 and further refine the draft regulations before they are laid before Parliament. The responses to the Regulatory Impact Assessment will help refine the initial assumptions the department made regarding the cost burden for schools to teach the new subjects.
Methodology
The consultation questions use a mixture of closed and open-text responses. Each consultation question contains a Likert scale and an optional open text box to allow participants to expand on their answer. 
Respondents will be encouraged to complete this online questionnaire via the consultation software Citizen Space. Citizen Space is a cloud based consultation software platform used by various organisations around the world. It is easy to use and engaging. It allows for consultations to be designed, published, filled in and interpreted using a powerful and visually appealing browser accessible web app. There will also be an option for respondents to send their views in writing.
We will want the contractor to analyse all of the online responses that we receive. We are expecting a high number of responses because of the public interest in these subjects. Our assumption is based on the number of responses to the call for evidence we conducted earlier in the year, which was around 23,000.
Anonymised data will be securely provided to the successful bidder in a spreadsheet taken from the consultation software.
We recommend that the successful bidder conducts statistical analysis on the closed text responses and uses a text analytics approach for those that are open ended. This will provide us with a count of closed question answers by participant demographics as well as an in depth analysis of the open text responses. 
We will be particularly interested to understand the relationship between participants’ Likert scale answers and the explanation for their response. This will be important, since failure to interrogate how the two align could lead to a misunderstanding of the sentiment expressed in the Likert scale answer (positive/negative). Cross-referencing the two answers will mitigate this risk. 
We are open to alternative suggestions for analysis that meet our timetable and requirements. We would expect the successful bidder to produce a final report that contains the qualitative findings alongside those from the closed text questions.
The final report needs to be delivered by Monday 10th December. A suitable timetable would be the following:
Timing
	Task
	Deadline

	Consultation launched 
	19 July 2018

	EOIs sent out
	26th July

	EOIs received 
	9th August

	ITT issued 
	13th August

	Bids received 
	24th August

	Interviews
	29th – 31st August

	Select bidder 
	5th September

	Contract set up and DfE to send key themes over to inform framework 
	17th September

	Consultation closes and analysis begins  
	Early November

	Meeting to discuss framework for text analysis  
	Early November 

	Skeleton report 
	9th November

	Interim report  
	19th November 

	First draft of report
	3rd December

	Final report agreed
	10th December



Assessment criteria
Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria, which will have equal weighting: 
· Experience with similar projects and methodological expertise, including use of text analysis or other appropriate techniques
· Understanding the policy background and requirements of the work
· Capacity to complete work to timescale
· Value for money 
Expressions of interest should be a maximum of 1,500 words. We will not consider attachments or follow hyperlinks.
	Closing date for EOIs: 12 noon, Thursday 9th August
Send your EOI form to: Ade & Katie –email addresses; ade.alao@education.gov.uk; katie.abrahams@education.gov.uk



How to submit an expressions of interest
You must submit an expression of interest (EOI) in order to be considered to be invited to tender. To do so, please complete the NEW EOI Form which can be found under attachments. A submission of an EOI does not guarantee an invitation to tender and the department does not routinely advise organisations that they have not been successful in being invited to tender. Feedback is however available on request. 
All contracts are let on the basis of the department’s Terms and Conditions. You are encouraged to check these before submitting your expression of interest, as these form part of your contractual obligations.
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