MARKET SOUNDING:  SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE, LONDON BOROUGH OF CAMDEN.

Camden Council wishes to undertake a market sounding exercise to explore future commissioning options in respect of the above service. Below is a summary of the service and a range of questions and requests for information that we would be grateful for responses to. These will be used to develop our future commissioning strategy for the service.

BACKGROUND AND CURRENT SERVICES

The school nursing service in Camden is the key professional group with responsibility for delivering the Healthy Child Programme (HCP) for children aged 5-19. It provides a comprehensive school health service, which comprises of the following key elements: 

· Universal school entry health review, hearing and vision screening in Reception; 
· School aged immunisations (flu, HPV and school leaver’s booster); 
· The National Child Measuring Programme 
· A weight management/ healthy lifestyles service for children who are identified to be overweight and obese through the NCPM.
· A range health promotion interventions on healthy lifestyles, including sexual health. 
· They also provide support for children with long term conditions and have an important safeguarding role, being the lead health professional for children aged 5-19 who are subject to child protection or child in need plans. They work across education and health, providing a link between school, home and the community. 

The service is currently funded by Camden Council, Camden CCG and NHS England (which funds the immunisation element of the service). 

The school nursing offer in Camden is comprised of the core offer, funded from the Council’s public health budget, and an enhanced offer, funded by the CCG budget. 

The estimated current annual budget is up to £1,2M split as follows: 

· The estimated budget for the core offer is approximately £930K 
· The estimated budget for the enhanced offer is approximately £300K. 


HEALTH NEED AND DEMAND FOR SCHOOL NURSING SERVICE IN CAMDEN

In 2015, there were approximately 50,000 children aged 0-19 living in Camden, which make up 21% of the total population in Camden. There are 42 primary and 10 secondary schools in Camden (including maintained, free schools and academies), as well as three Pupil Referral Units. In 2016, the number of children in the school roll was 20,092.

School nursing is a universal service. It provides universal assessments and interventions for all children enrolled in a Camden school, with targeted follow up and support for those children who need it. Demand for further targeted support from this service is driven by the level of need in Camden, particularly levels of childhood poverty, socio-economic inequality, levels of childhood obesity, mental ill health, children with child protection needs and poor oral health. Camden has high levels of need in all these areas, which means demands for targeted support from these services is high.  


THE CORE OFFER 

We would envisage the School Nursing service in Camden to cover the core elements specified below. 

Please provide details of whether this is something you currently provide, and what your proposed offer in relation to these requirements is. If possible, include details of the extent you will be able to deliver these elements within the proposed budget. 

	Required core component
	Please state whether you currently provide this component, the size of the population you currently cover, and any ideas of how you would provide these elements in a cost-effective and innovative way, where appropriate. 


	Universal health review at Reception 
	 





	Universal vision and hearing screening in Reception 
	

	National Child Measuring Programme (NCMP)

	. 


	Healthy Weight Service

(Identification of children who are overweight or obese from NCMP results and follow up with parents through telephone call/ meeting. Offer tailored support and referral to other services. Referrals will also come from primary care and from school nursing service. 

	


	Immunisations
Flu (Reception to year 4), HPV and school leaver’s booster (diphtheria, tetanus and polio)

	

	Safeguarding  
	





	Individual support and advice for pupils on a range of health issues

	

	Group health promotion sessions, for pupils and parents on a range of health issues 
	I






THE ENHANCED OFFER

	Required core component
	Please state whether you currently provide this component, the size of the population you currently cover, and any ideas of how you would provide these elements in a cost-effective and innovative way, where appropriate. 


	Support for children in Camden schools who have long-term conditions.
Includes supporting schools with care plans for individual pupils, and provision of training to school staff on allergy management and anaphylaxis, asthma, epilepsy, etc. 

	



Please complete the following questionnaire: 

	What is your general level of interest in bidding in the future to deliver the school nursing service in Camden?

Would you be interested in bidding in the future if the possibility of delivering the enhanced offer was not available? 


	






	What would you see as the key deliverable challenges based on the proposed offer and estimated budget? 


	






	Can you comment on the feasibility of delivering the service against the overall budget bearing in mind there would be a requirement to identify ongoing efficiencies as a result of increasing demand and reduced public sector and health finances (Services could be contracted for a period of up to 7 years).


	








	Any other comments


	






	Would you be willing to meet with us to discuss your views about your response?


	









[bookmark: _GoBack]Questionnaire responses should be emailed to marta.calonge-contreras@camden.gov.uk by 12 noon on Tuesday 13 February 2018. 


Interested parties will not be prejudiced by any response or failure to respond to this market sounding exercise and a response to this does not guarantee any invitation to participate in any future public procurement process that the Council may conduct.

This notice does not constitute a call for competition to procure any services for the Council and the Council is not bound to accept any proposals offered. The Council is not liable for any costs, fees or expenses incurred by any party participating in the soft market testing/sounding exercise. Any procurement of any services by the Council in due course will be carried out strictly in accordance with the provisions of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015.
Any responses provided will not be treated as commercially confidential and may be used by the Council in the final service specifications used for the contracts but no organisation will be individually identified.
Following this market sounding exercise the Council will consider options in respect of future commissioning intentions.
