Title: Reception Baseline Assessment Quality Assurance

Notice Type: Open future opportunity 

Closing date: 30 March 2015

Contract summary
Industry
Education
Location of contract
Nationwide
Confidence level 
75%
Value of contract (£)
£400k 
Published date
19 March 2015
Closing date
30 March 2015 (Morgan - we plan on placing the contract notice before purdah)
Contract start date
1 July 2015
Contract end date
31st January 2016 (with optional 1 year extension up to 31st January 2017) 


Description 
About STA
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is an executive agency of the Department for Education. 
The STA’s main functions are to:
develop high quality and rigorous national curriculum tests and assessments in line with Ministerial policy;
undertake operational delivery of national curriculum tests and assessment (including printing, distribution, marking and data capture of tests as appropriate);
support schools and other stakeholders to deliver national curriculum tests and assessments; 
support and implement arrangements for moderation of teacher assessment judgements.
STA is responsible for developing and delivering the national curriculum tests and assessments and ensuring their proper and safe production and administration. These assessments operate across Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and key stages 1, 2 and 3 and are used by a wide range of maintained and other schools.
Further information about STA and the national curriculum tests and assessments can be found at www.education.gov.uk/assessments.
The Requirement
STA are looking to procure a supplier to work with us to determine appropriate models for assuring the national data from the reception baseline. Once models have been determined, STA will agree up to three approaches to be implemented by the supplier in small scale pilots during September/October 2015. The supplier will also be responsible for evaluating the approaches using evidence from the pilots with the aim of recommending an approach to be implemented from September 2016.
Key Supplier Requirements:
· Organisational capability and experience of designing and conducting quality assurance processes in an educational environment.
· Proven experience in delivering a product to time and quality using an agreed methodology.
· Ability to source and train appropriately qualified representatives. 
· Ability to collate and analyse data to evaluate options. 
· Based on evidence received make recommendations. 
· Ensure the security of information.

Background

The DfE will use a new reception baseline assessment to capture the starting point from which the progress that schools make with their pupils will be measured. The content of the reception baseline will reflect the knowledge and understanding of children at the start of reception, and will be clearly linked to the learning and development requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and key stage 1 national curriculum in English and Mathematics. The reception baseline will be administered within the first half term of a pupil’s entry to a reception class.

Data from the reception baseline will be used to hold schools to account; it must therefore be valid and reliable. Although the reception baseline suppliers are undertaking some activities to quality assure the data they submit, their customer/supplier relationship with schools means that additional central quality assurance will be required.

The reception baseline is a new assessment and the Department has not quality assured assessments of this nature before. As a result, we need to pilot and evaluate different approaches to see what works. 

Indicative Timeline
	Task Name
	Date

	Contract Notice and Invitation to Tender  Issued on Contracts Finder

	25/03/15

	Closing Date for Clarification Questions

	01/06/15

	Closing date for receipt of bids

	08/06/15

	Evaluate bids

	08/06/15

	Award Decision issued to bidders

	19/06/15

	10-day Standstill period until

	29/06/15

	Start-up meeting / Contract Start

	01/07/15



About the buyer
Contact name
Chris Davies
Address
Floor 7, 53-55 BUTTS ROAD, Earlsdon Park
Coventry
CV1 3BH
England
Email Reception.baseline@education.gsi.gov.uk
Other information
Approach to market date
25 March 2015
Spend profile
	Financial year
	Budget

	2015/2016
	£400k
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