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Appendix 1 to Annex A
SC1A
CB/BFG/0121

SPECIFICATION FOR AND SUPPLY OF
COFFINS AND LINEN

TIMBER

The coffin shall be made of timber, free form large, loose or decayed knot-holes, splits, shakes or other
hair shakes, worm holes or other defects.

Healthy Pinewood shall be used

Knot-holes are to L. filled with dowels.

The moisture content of all timber components should not exceed 14% for Pinewood
DESIGN

The traditi'onal German pattern coffin, the "Truhensarg" is acceptable.
MANUFACTURE

The coffin shall be soundly constructed throughout.

Seams shall be joined with white glue, and all parts securely fixed by being properly nailed with 50 mm
nails, punched in and properly stopped.

The edges of the lid and base sha.. e moulded and smoothed.

All parts, except the inside of the bottom, shall be smoothly finished. Small holes etc., are to be filled
and undercoat applied.

_After the undercoating, the wood surfaces are then again to be smoothed and filled.

The lid shall be tight fitting and be securely fixed by six 50mm screws with gap covers or rosettes.

Three handles are to be fitted at each side and one at the head and one at the foot end, securely fixed
with 25mm screws or equivalent splitpinned on the coffins over 180cm. The coffins infant and coffins
children are to be fitted with two handles at each side.

The shell shall be rendered watertight and additionally lined with waterproof paper extending over the
entire bottom inner surface, along the full length of each corner joint and kerfs.

A plate, 1mm thick shall be secured centrally to the head end of the lid by means of a screw in each
corner. The plates on coffins infant and coffins chiildren are to be 8cm x 8cm in size and those on
coffins over 160cm in length are to be 12cm x 12cm in size.

DIMENSIONS

The thickness of the sides, ends, bottom and lid shall be 22mm nominal, namely, not less than 19mm
finished.
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METAL

The design of the handles shall be "Gothic" type with black plate and ring handle.

The rings, ring plates and heads of screws shall be made of "Zinc" base alloy die casting and brass
plated, bronze plated or nickel plated afterwards. Securing plates shall be fixed by 25mm screws and
not cleated, and shall measure not less than 140mm point to point, and the rings 88mm outside
diameter.

The nameplate and securing screws are to be made of brass.

FABRIC

The sides of the coffin shall be padded with white swansdown, calico, paper imitation of good quality or
with equivalent plastic folio. A layer of dry sawdust, or wood wool or wood shavings shall be spread
over the bottom of the coffin to a depth of 25mm. It shall be covered with white swansdown, calico or
equivalent plastic folios and suitably pinned to form a mattress.

The ruffle and pillow shall be of white swansdown or calico. The pillow shall be filled with flax rag or
wadding or wood wool.

METALLIC LINING

if specially ordered, the coffin shall be fitted with an airtight metallic lining.

The lining shall be made of "Zinc", thickness 0.33mm (No 7 Zinc Gauge).

The joints shall be made airtight by soundly soldering.

If so considered necessary to maintain its shape, the lining may be fitted with a light thin wood frame.
FINISH

The outside surfaces of the coffin are to be stained as imitation oak, smoothe and glazed.

For infants and children's coffins, wooden surfaces, except the outside of the bottom shall be painted
with a second coat and after drying, again polished and white enamel paint applied.

The brass plate i.e. is to be engraved as directed by SO2, G1 CasComp, HQ BFG.
LINEN
It must be from viscose (cotton wool type)

DELIVERY

The coffins shall be ready for delivery, to the area designated by SO2, G1, CasComp, HQ BFG, by the
Contractor within 24 hours of the order.

INSPECTION

Inspection shall be carried out after delivery to the satisfaction of the SO2, G1, CasComp, HQ BFG or
his authorised representative.
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nandling Instruction for Deceased

... .Stigation Reference No:

You have been tasked to assist the R_, al ...ilitary Police (RM™) in your capacity as the contracted
indertaker. The RMP retain full investigative jurisdiction for 1..2 deaths of those who are subject to Service
Discipline.

it is of the utmost importance that no alterations are made to the deceased, uniess specifically directed
otherwise by a member of the RMP. This includes family viewings and repatriations. You are to follow the
instructions provided to you by the RMP and are not to deviate unless directed otherwise.

Below is a list of alterations which you must not do:

1. Move the body without the RMP being present.

2. Wash the deceased body.

3. Wash or comb the deceased hair.

4. Remove false teeth / artificial limbs.

5. Apply make-u- to the deceased.

6. Touch or clos. :he eyes or mouth.

7. Apply a ligature to close the mouth.

8. Remove any of the deceased clothing.

9. Remove any of the deceased jewellery.

10. Remove any medical devices in place (ventilation tubes / bandages etc).

This list is not exhaustive. However, prior to any activity, consuit with the member of the RMP who is present
with you. The aim of the coronial investigative process is to maximise the forensic evidential potential. By
not following the guidance you can directly affect the outcome of the enquiry.

|, the undersigned, confirm that | have fully understood and will comply with the instructions provided.

Signature of Undertaker:

Name in Block Capitals:

Signature of RMP:

Name in Block Capitals:

vated:

Page 9 of 16
























