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Expression of interest
Title: Evaluation of the Master’s Degree Loan
Project reference: 2017/040
Deadline for expressions of interest: 5pm Tuesday 15th August 2017
Summary
Expressions of interest are sought for an evaluation of the impact of the of the postgraduate master’s degree loan since it was introduced in the academic year 2016/17. This will involve a combination of secondary data analysis of existing data sources; primary quantitative research with a sample of the 2017/18 postgraduate student cohort, and qualitative research with around 50 postgraduate students who started in 2016/17.  
Background
This government has a long-term commitment to enhancing support for postgraduate study, which is why a new postgraduate master’s loan scheme was launched, with the overarching aims of:
· Stimulating increased take-up in postgraduate master’s degree study; and
· improving the supply of highly skilled individuals to the UK economy.

The new scheme enables postgraduate master’s students under the age of 60 to access a loan of up to £10,280 (£10,000 for the 2016/17 cohort), as a contribution towards the cost of their studies.  The loan is available to full-time and part-time students, as well as those undertaking distance learning. As with the undergraduate loan system, repayment of the loan is income-contingent and borrowers will only begin repaying when they are earning over £21,000 per year.  
The loan scheme was launched in June 2016, to provide support for students commencing their studies in the academic Year 2016/17 onwards. Research is now required to assess the impact of the introduction of the loan.  
Evaluation aims
This will involve the following: 
· Determining appropriate measures of impact. Consideration must be given to existing measures.

· Providing an assessment of impacts based on these metrics. This is likely to involve analysis of available secondary data and management information and qualitative and quantitative primary research. 

· Providing an estimate of deadweight (that is, the outcomes that might have been expected without the loan).

Key research questions
Management information and existing statistical sources will provide a range of data of relevance to this research including:
· The number of students undertaking postgraduate master’s education

· The characteristics of students undertaking postgraduate master’s education

· The courses being taken and institutions at which they are provided (including growth in courses)

· The numbers and characteristics of students taking up the loans

· All major sources of student funding (including the balance of multiple sources)

Bespoke research is required to determine the following:
For students:
· How much of an enabler was the loan?  
· Has the loan enabled more students to take up master’s study?  Has availability of the loan affected when master’s courses are commenced? For those not going straight from undergraduate degree, what is the average time from undergraduate to postgraduate study for this cohort? How different is this average gap compared to that shown in the Transitions Survey (BEIS 2014) for those not going straight onto postgraduate study? Would they have studied without the loan being available? 

· What were the motivations for studying and for taking the loan? 
· Was it to further their career, to academic interest etc.? Are the principal motivations to study different to those shown in previous studies?



· What role does the loan play?
· Is it used to pay for fees or living costs? What other sources of funding are they using or expect to use to top up the loan amount? Does this differ with student characteristics e.g. age, socio-economic group? What impact did the repayment terms have on their decision i.e. was concurrent repayment a deterrent? Did it affect the type of course they chose (e.g. course length, cost, study intensity?) Is the loan replacing alternative funding sources, or used in conjunction with them? What other sources of funding did they consider? How did they hear about the loan? Where did they go to find funding information? What are the perceptions of non-loan takers, why didn’t they take up the loan.

· How did students manage their finances during the whole year of their master’s course?  (Students from the 2016/17 cohort who have finished their master’s course) 
· Did the funding meet their expectations; did they fund their living costs in the way they expected; did they have to change the way in which they funded their year of study compared to their original intentions; did they face financial difficulties?

· What is the impact of having to divide the loan between 2 or more years of study ? (2017/18 academic year who are in their 2nd year of a Master’s course)
· How did they manage their finances during the first year and how did they top up the loan/ what other sources of funding did they use/are using
For institutions:
· Have fees increased since the introduction of the loan? If so, what are the reasons?
· How is the supply of course places responding or likely to respond to greater demand?

Methodology
The research to involve a mixture of quantitative and qualitative research:
· Secondary data analysis (for example of HESA statistics and Performance Indicators)

· Quantitative survey of 2,000 postgraduate students (including full-time and part-time – ensuring sufficient non-loan takers are included for analysis in both groups). Analysis of the data will include breakdown by student background and other characteristics.

· Qualitative research with approximately 50 students (25 who have completed a one-year master’s course during 2016/17 and 25 students who are in the 2nd year of their master’s degree in 2017/18).
Very brief on-line survey of institutions sampled for the student survey - on the topic of tuition fees since the loan was introduced and any changes + reasons.
Timing
· Expression of interest 		15 August 2017
· Invitation to tender			Sep 2017
· Contract awarded/project start	Early October 2017
· Fieldwork				Dec – Jan 2017
· Draft final report			May 2018
· Proposed end date			June 2018
Assessment criteria
Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Experience of research topics to be covered
· Experience of research methodologies to be used
· Experience of research with higher education students and higher education institutions
· Capacity and capability to deliver the project in the timescales indicated
Expressions of interests submitted must be no more than 1000 words overall; this includes any website links. Anything longer will be disregarded.
	Closing date for EOIs:  15th August 2017
Send your EOI form to: jane3.carr@education.gov.uk


How to submit an expressions of interest
You must submit an expression of interest (EOI) in order to be considered to be invited to tender. To do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Research template found on the Department’s research website. A submission of an EOI does not guarantee an invitation to tender and the Department does not routinely advise organisations that they have not been successful in being invited to tender. Feedback is however available on request. 
In order to express an interest you must be registered with us and you will need your ID number. If you need to register then please do so using the online supplier registration form. If you have already registered and have forgotten your ID number, please send an email to Enquiries.RBU@education.gov.uk
All contracts are let on the basis of the Department’s Terms and Conditions. You are encouraged to check these before submitting your expression of interest, as these form part of your contractual obligations.
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