Child and Family Social Worker CPD support and delivery

This is a combined procurement exercise for two lots.
The first is to administer Departmental funding to support the development of child and family social workers. In particular, for the Assessed and Supported Year in Employment (ASYE).   ASYE is an employer-led, induction programme, helping newly qualified Social Workers (NQSWs) transition into frontline practice. It is key to growing confidence amongst NQSWs and influences the quality of support and service provided to vulnerable children and their families.  
The second lot is for the development and delivery of new CPD programmes for child and family social workers. In particular delivery of the Practice Supervisor Development Programme (PSDP), a leadership and management development programme for child and family social workers in local authority employment.  Practice Supervisors play a pivotal role in delivering good quality services to children and families through their support and oversight of frontline practitioners.
ESTIMATED VALUE: 
Lot 1 (ASYE) is estimated at 1.6m (to administer up to £5.6m of ASYE payments).  Lot 2 (PSDP) is estimated at £3.1m
DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 
The ASYE programme requires a contractor to:

· Administer payments (of up to £5.6m) to employers, monitor and track participation and provide associated administrative support and guidance to employers. 
· Support and develop the effectiveness of the ASYE programme including for example a programme of reviews of local programmes 
· Support the implementation of changes to the ASYE programme, including the use of recognised standards for ASYE participants i.e. embedding the Knowledge and Skills Statement. 

Additional funding streams may be considered for inclusion at a later date.
The PSDP programme is intended to be a leadership and management development programme for child and family social workers making the transition to their first practice supervisor role.
The PSDP programme will need to be flexible to reflect both local authority and individual needs. In particular, the programme will need to:

· be attractive to social workers and their employers as the programme will be optional;
· be developed around the Knowledge and Skills Statements;
· be delivered in a way which maximises the potential to improve practice, including being based on a sound evidence base for effective CPD training transfer and integrating with and supporting local models of practice and context.
Additional CPD programmes may be considered for inclusion at a later date. 
The programmes will help participants develop the skills set out in the Knowledge and Skills Statement and ensure they are well prepared for subsequent assessment against this.
Bidders will be expected to have expertise in delivering efficient management solutions and a strong knowledge of child and family social work practice, display expertise in the design and delivery of training, in particular relating to leadership and management and have good links to other partners. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
We expect to go to market in December for contract(s) to run initially until March 2020. There may be the option to extend the contract(s) further subject to the spending review.  The contract will have break points at the end of each financial year.  
We will consider consortium bids as well as bids for each lot separately. 
START AND END DATES OF THE CONTRACT: 
March 2018 – March 2020
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We intend to hold a Supplier Briefing Event on Monday the 11th December from 11.00am to 13.30pm at the Department for Education, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.  As a Supplier Briefing Event was previously held for the PSDP programme on (31/08/17) this event will primarily focus on the ASYE Programme. 
We expect the event to provide an opportunity for all interested to obtain further details on the proposed procurement process and timetable, as well as enable dialogue between potential suppliers and key members of the Department for Education project team involved in this procurement.
To register your interest in attending this event, please email

Socialworker.CPDTENDER@education.gov.uk
Please note that places will be limited to two people per organisation.


