Clarifications to Bidder’s Questions:
A framework for assessing confidence in metabarcoding assays and results
	1
	In the RFQ document you specify under “Prices” section, that the prices must be submitted inclusive of VAT; while in the “Commercial Response Basic” document, it’s specified that the prices should exclude VAT. Would you be able to clarify which of the two you have preference to be followed?
	Thank you for bringing this to our attention. This is an error in the RFQ document - prices should be submitted exclusive of VAT as per the Commercial Response document.

	2
	We’d be interested in tendering for this work but wondered if there are any restrictions on the geographical jurisdictions that you accepted tenders from.
	Suppliers outside the UK can apply for our contracts as long as quotes submitted are in GBP.

	3
	In the Evaluation Methodology section, you ask for “Separate submissions for each technical question should be provided and will be evaluated in isolation. Tenderers should provide answers that meet the criteria of each technical question.” Does this mean you want separate submissions/documents for Q1.1 and Q1.2, etc?
	You can provide responses to the technical questions in a single document as long as it’s clear which question is being addressed and bearing in mind the maximum page length for each question. However, there should be a separate commercial response document (LIT63284_Commercial_Response_Basic.docx on Contracts Finder) for each requirement you plan to quote for.

	4
	Which Health & Safety Policies/certificates you require? We are also ISO 9001 accredited.
	The most relevant Health & Safety Policies/certificates to this tender are likely to be lone working and display screen equipment, but please include any you think might be important.

	5
	What is the budget available for this project?
	The maximum budget allocated to this project is £33,000 exc. VAT as specified on Contracts Finder.



