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Sustainability Schedule
Sustainability

1. In the pursuit of sustainable design and resource efficiency in general Contractors should ensure that they directly and through key sub-contractors and partners:


Resource Efficiency & Materials

a. seek to avoid using virgin, finite resources as far as practicable, and look to use materials and products that are from recycled or renewable sources. 

b. seek to use materials that can be sourced locally and reduce the carbon impact of transportation.

c. use tools to help maximise resource efficiency e.g. ‘WRAP Designing out Waste Tool for Civils Projects’, the EA Construction Carbon Calculator and the E21C Sustainable Materials Tool. 
d. work with us to identify the key materials purchased on our behalf and identify the highest risk materials and look for opportunities to minimise the risks.  

e. be compliant with relevant Government Buying Standards, providing evidence of compliance when requested.

f. encourage innovation in order to deliver resource efficient, cost-effective and low carbon solutions, taking advantage of opportunities for standardisation, prefabrication and off-site manufacture


Waste
g. implement the ‘waste hierarchy’ through effective materials / waste Management Plans to maximise opportunities for reuse / recycling and to minimise waste sent to landfill. Re-use should be considered from within the supply chain.

      Management Systems

h. we encourage our suppliers to have an Environment Management System (EMS) accredited to the standard of ISO14001.
      Equality & Diversity

i. compliance with the Equality Act and be able to demonstrate that they ensure their employees and supply chain comply with the Employer’s requirements. 

Travel

j. minimise travel by making use of technology, reducing journeys, use of public transport and sharing lifts.

Best Practice

k. consider applying for awards including the Civil Engineering Environmental Quality Assessment Award Scheme (CEEQUAL) whole project award for flagship projects.

2. All suppliers must:

Resource Efficiency & Materials

a. Specify, source and purchase timber from legal and sustainable sources with an audit trail from forest to end use in accordance with the Employer’s timber procurement policy requirements. Please also refer to the timber specification and terms and conditions.

b. Specify, source and purchase (where available locally) recycled aggregates ahead of virgin aggregates and seek to specify, source and purchase products with recycled content.

c. Use on-site borrow pits where appropriate to win material with subsequent habitat creation.

Waste

d. Minimise waste sent to landfill by following the waste hierarchy (avoid, reduce, reuse, recycle) through the project planning process and documenting this in the relevant Site Waste Management Plan (SWMP).

e. Encourage registration of excavated materials without an identified use on the CL:AIRE materials register, to share with other projects and use this and other resources to source recycled materials for projects.

Water – Resource Use

f. Reduce all water usage on-site (abstractions, mains water & bowsers). 

Resource Targets
3. Targets on this contract are: 

a. <20% of waste to landfill on any individual project.   

b. 100% of timber purchased on behalf of the Environment Agency must be from legal and sustainable sources with full chain of custody. 
Additional links 

Engineering a Better Environment Sustainable Engineering Procurement Strategy

2011 to 2020
 (Section 5: Sustainability) 

Environment Agency Sustainable Procurement Pages
Environment Agency Diversity & Equality Commitments
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