PRIOR INFORMATION NOTICE

CONTRACTING AUTHORITY

NAME, ADDRESSES AND CONTACT POINT(S)

Department for Education

Address: 

Department for Education

Sanctuary Buildings 

Great Smith Street 

London 
SW1P 3BT
UNITED KINGDOM

E-mail: governance.development@education.gov.uk 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CONTRACT
TITLE: Governance leadership and clerking development
MAIN CPV CODE:   80000000 4 Education (and Training) Services
 80500000 9 Training Services

 80532000 2 Management Training Services
 80510000 2  Specialist training services

SHORT DESCRIPTION (max 1000 characters including spaces):
Contracts for the provision of Governance Leadership Development and Clerking Development across England from 2017-2020 to improve the effectiveness of governing boards. 
Contracts will run for an initial period to March 2019 with provision to extend for two further single year periods.

There will be two lots: 
a. Activity to build the capacity of governance leaders to improve the effectiveness of their board; and

b. Activity to professionalise the quality of clerking so that governing boards receive the administrative and procedural information, advice and support they need to operate effectively. 
Contracts will be awarded to suppliers able to achieve these outcomes. After initial set up costs, payments will be linked directly to contractor success in securing business from boards and clerks through a per-board/clerk funding model. Contractor income will therefore be directly linked to the volume of support they provide, not fixed by value or volume.

TOTAL FUNDING AVAILABLE TO CONTRACTORS (exc VAT): The estimated total value of funding available to contractors is up to £2.4 from 2017-2019 with the possibility of up to £1.45m p.a. in each of two further one year extensions subject to satisfactory contractor performance and availabe budget.
ESTIMATED DATE FOR PUBLISHING CONTRACT NOTICE: Mid-May 2017
FURTHER DESCRIPTION (max 1000 characters – per lot - inc spaces):
Funding for Governance Leadership Development will support and develop governance leaders to work with their board to increase the effectiveness of its governance. It will lead to:

· Increased governance leadership capacity to improve the effectiveness of governing boards in line with the governance competency framework 

· Greater involvement by those involved in governance leadership in sustainable and relevant peer-to-peer support networks that enable them to encourage, support and share good practice with each other.

Funding for Clerking Development will be about professionalising the quality of clerking support available to governing boards. It will lead to:

· Increased clerking expertise in line with the clerking competency framework to deliver professional quality clerking that ensures the efficient and effective functioning of governing boards.

· Greater involvement by clerks in sustainable and relevant peer-to-peer support networks that enable them to encourage, support and share good practice with each other.

Bidders will be required to set out how they will deliver these programme outcomes and evidence of their capability to do so including their understanding of the English education system; the strategic role of governing boards and the features of effective governance. 
All bidders will need to set out their implementation plan and ability to commence delivery no later than the beginning of February 2018.

All bidders must demonstrate their capacity to deliver impact of national significance. Bids must therefore either:

c. demonstrate capacity to deliver at least £70,000 of funded activity in 2018-19 for governance leadership development, or £15,000 for clerking development; or 

d. set out an alternative justification (other than scale) for the national significance of their proposals which may relate to the specific nature of its target audience or level of innovation.

Bidders are encouraged to consider forming sub-contracting or consortia arrangements to meet these requirements, and the Authority places no restriction on the number of bids a supplier is involved with.
Bidders can tender to deliver Governance Leadership Development or Clerking Development or both. The Authority will evaluate and assess bids separately for each.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (max 400 characters inc spaces):
The Authority intends to host a supplier engagement event to discuss with potential suppliers the policy, commercial and financial aspects of the requirement prior to finalising the specification and associated bidding documentation.

	Indicative Dates
	Event

	12 July
	Supplier engagement event in Sheffield. 

For more information and to register go to: 

https://governancedevelopment.eventbrite.com  

	w/c 24 July 
	Procurement launch to be advertised on Contracts Finder


All dates are indicative. Activity is subject to continued availability of funding and proposals meeting the required standards.
FURTHER ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (max 1000 characters inc spaces):
This notice is for information only and the Authority reserves the right not to enter a formal procurement process and not award contract(s). The information contained in this notice, including information relating to the nature and scope of the Authority's requirements, the service classification of this requirement or the CPV code(s), is only indicative of the Authority's current thinking and is neither exhaustive nor binding.

The Invitation to Tender will be launched and managed through the Department for Education's e-procurement system, REDIMO2. Providers wishing to apply for this opportunity will need to register via https://supplierlive.proactisp2p.com/Account/Login/?cid=DFE
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