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CHICHESTER CITY COUNCIL

CONTAINERISED FLORAL DISPLAY MAINTENANCE SPECIFICATION 2024-2026
1.0

Introduction

1.1
Hanging baskets and Planters are used to enhance the floral aspects of the City and it is the City Council’s intention to continue providing a high degree of floral excellence.
1.2
Good husbandry will be essential to provide a colourful effect from the time of installation until the end of September/early October each year for baskets and Summer Planters.
1.3
A full list of hanging basket and planter locations will be issued no later than 4 weeks before installation is due.

2.0
Supply of Hanging Baskets
2.1
Hanging baskets shall be supplied with a good coverage of the container already in place and flowering plants in bud or starting to flower. 
2.2
In conjunction with the client, plant material is selected to give the basket maximum impact for the maximum time.  Colour choice is very important to reflect any sponsorship requests from trader’s associations or council colours or a theme running for that year/season.  Aspect is a very important factor.  There are areas of intense shade, direct sunlight.  Plant selection must be made taking all these factors into consideration.  Inappropriate planting is not acceptable.  Consideration should be given to including pollinating and insect-friendly plants.
2.3
The style and design of the basket must ensure maximum water retention to enable plants to survive a range of temperature extremes including drought and extreme heat.
2.4
A fine cut, peat free compost should be used in the baskets.  The medium used should  demonstrate good water retention and the promotion improved uptake of nutrients allowing roots to make use of 100% of the compost.

2.5
Controlled release fertiliser (5 month life) will be incorporated into the compost giving the display a background supply of feed including required trace elements for its life span.

2.6
An environmentally friendly insecticide will be incorporated into the compost at source.
3.0
Installation and Removal of baskets 
3.1
The Contractor shall hang the baskets during the last week of May or first week of June and shall remove them at the end of the flowering season, no sooner than 16 weeks after installation. 
4.0
Bracket installation and Weight testing

4.1
Existing brackets must be weight tested annually, in Spring and the results reported to the City Council.  Where a bracket fails the test/shows signs of deterioration, a bracket should be supplied and installed in the same location (with a CCC identification tag on).
5.0 
Street Planters
5.1
Shall be planted with a good coverage of mixed, colourful, summer bedding flowering plants in bud or starting to flower (Summer Planters).  A dense display of evergreen shrubs, flowering plants and trailing ivies (Winter Planters).
5.2
In conjunction with the client, plant material is selected to give the planter maximum impact for the maximum time.  Colour choice is very important to reflect any sponsorship requests from trader’s associations or council colours or a theme running for that year/season.  Aspect is a very important factor.  There are areas of intense shade, direct sunlight and traffic.  Plant selection must be made taking all these factors into consideration.  Inappropriate planting is not acceptable.  Consideration should be given to including pollinating and insect-friendly plants.

5.3
A fine cut, peat free compost should be used in the planters.  The medium used, should  demonstrate good water retention and the promotion improved uptake of nutrients allowing roots to make use of 100% of the compost.

5.4
Controlled release fertiliser (5 month life) will be incorporated into the compost.  This gives the display a background supply of feed including required trace elements for its life span.

5.5
An environmentally friendly insecticide will be incorporated into the compost at source.
6.0
Maintenance of baskets and planters
6.1
Plants shall be maintained in a healthy condition in accordance with recognised horticultural practice to ensure maximum growth and floral impact throughout the period.

6.2
Any plants which are vandalised, damaged during transit, die before planting, or fail to establish or stolen shall be replaced by the Contractor.

6.3
Watering is to be carried out a regularly, a minimum of once per week (all watering to be ‘out of hours’), for the expected 16-week lifetime of the basket.  During period of rainfall, watering will still be administered.  Throughout the growing season, extra visits may be required.  Contractors will initiate these extra visits using local knowledge, ie. prevailing weather conditions and/or feedback from operatives.

6.4
A liquid feed should be applied at every watering.  To ensure the continuation of flowering for the size of baskets, this is an area, which cannot be overlooked.  
7.0
Leaves and Other Debris
7.1
The Contractor shall maintain the baskets and planters so that they are free of all leaves and other debris that may arise.

8.0
Summary of Materials to be supplied by the Contractor
8.1
Contractor to supply :

-    Baskets

-
Water retention system

- 
Plants


- 
Fertilisers


- 
Pesticides


-
Water

9.0

Health & Safety
9.1

The Contractor shall

-
be required to hold a minimum of £10 million Public Liability Insurance.  A copy of insurance cover will be required with your submission.
-
ensure appropriate Risk Assessments and Method Statements are in place and supplied to 
Chichester City Council prior to commencement of works.  Generic Risk Assessments and Method Statements will be required with your submission.


-
ensure that employees wear the correct Personal Protective Equipment at all times.


-
ensure that employees are trained in use of the appropriate equipment.


-
Always ensure courtesy to the public.


-
report all accidents and incidents to Chichester City Council immediately.
10.0
Optional item of Seasonal planting and maintenance of Municipal flower beds

10.1
Shall be planted with a good coverage of mixed, colourful, seasonal flowering plants in Summer and a dense display of evergreen shrubs and flowering plants for the Winter.
10.2
Colour choice of plants is very important to reflect any sponsorship requests from trader’s associations or council colours or a theme running for that year/season.  Aspect is an important factor, there are areas of intense shade, direct sunlight and traffic.  Plant selection must be made taking all these factors into consideration.  Inappropriate planting is not acceptable.  Consideration should be given to including pollinating and insect-friendly plants.

10.3
A peat free compost should be used with a controlled release fertiliser incorporated into it.  

10.4
An environmentally friendly insecticide will be incorporated into the compost at source.
11.0

Schedule of Required Items


(i) 
Summer Display 2024 – 2026 Chichester City Centre
	Location
	Unit
	Description
	Quantity
	Notes

	City Centre
	40cm CHB
	Hanging Baskets
	150
	To be hung in various locations within the City Centre.  Location list will be supplied.

	City Centre

2 in South Street

5 in East Street

4 in North Street
	Planters
	Square Planters
1040mm by 750mm High
	11
	To be planted on site in the containers in situ.

	City Centre

North Street (Outside ‘The Cross’ Pub)
	Planters
	Hexagonal Planters

1040mm by 750mm High
	2
	To be planted on site in the containers in situ.

	City Centre

Crane Street

	Planters
	Square Planters
700mm by 750mm High
	4
	To be planted on site in the containers in situ.


(ii) Winter Display 2024 – 2026 City Centre

	Location
	Unit
	Description
	Quantity
	Notes

	City Centre
2 in South Street

5 in East Street

4 in North Street
	Planters
	Square Planters
1040mm by 750mm High
	11
	To be planted on site in the containers in situ.

	City Centre

North Street (Outside ‘The Cross’ Pub)
	Planters
	Hexagonal Planters

1040mm by 750mm High
	2
	To be planted on site in the containers in situ.



(iii) Weight testing existing brackets – Annually Spring
	Location
	Unit
	Description
	Quantity
	Notes

	City Centre
	Metal Brackets
	Hanging Basket brackets
	150
	Various locations within the City Centre (Location map will be supplied)



(iv) Replacement brackets (identified during weight testing)
	Location
	Unit
	Description
	Quantity
	Notes

	City Centre
	Metal Brackets
	Hanging Basket brackets
	Ad Hoc
	Various locations within the City Centre (Location map will be supplied)


(v)
 Summer Display – Municipal Flower Beds, West Street

	Location
	Unit
	Description
	Quantity
	Notes

	Cathedral Beds, 

West Street
	
	To plant up 50m2

Cathedral Beds in West 

Street


	2

	Beds located either side of Central steps opposite Cathedral



(vi)  Winter Display – Municipal Flower Beds, West Street

	Location
	Unit
	Description
	Quantity
	Notes

	Cathedral Beds, 

West Street
	
	To plant up 50m2

Cathedral Beds in West 

Street


	2

	Beds located either side of Central steps opposite Cathedral


12.0
Submission


Please supply the following:



(a)

A cost to maintain each item as indicated above


(b)

The associated installation costs of each item indicated above


(c)

Copies of Insurance Certificates (minimum £10m Public Liability Insurance)

(d)

Copies of generic Risk Assessments and Method Statements

(e)

Relevant previous experience, awards and quality standards

(f)

References for relevant work

(g)
Copy of Health & Safety Policy and any industry associated accreditations and      award.
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