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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

	PROJECT TITLE: 
	Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents 2017

	PROJECT REFERENCE NUMBER: 
	2016/024

	DEADLINE FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: 
	5pm 22nd August 2016

	Expressions of interest are sought for conducting the Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents 2017.  
This expression of interest was posted on 9th August 2016.

	BACKGROUND 
	
The Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents is a major Department for Education (DfE) funded cross-sectional survey series that provides salient, up-to-date information on parents’ use of childcare and early years provision, as well as their attitudes towards, and experiences of, local childcare.  Currently, the data are collected through face-to-face in-home interviews with over 6,000 parents of children aged between 0 and 14 years old living in England.  

The survey has been running for over 10 years and ran annually until 2012. It is now run every two years with surveys in 2012-13 and 2014-15. The most recent report covering 2014-15 was published in March 2016[footnoteRef:1]. The survey is a Statistical First Release (SFR), making it a DfE Official Statistic. [1:  https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/childcare-and-early-years-survey-of-parents-2014-to-2015] 


The nationally representative survey covers a comprehensive range of topics on parents’ use of childcare and early years provision, and their views and experiences, including:
- what childcare is used by different types of families
- changes in take-up over the years
- parents’ perceptions of the quality and availability of childcare provision, 
- cost of childcare and perceptions of affordability
- reasons for childcare use and for choosing particular providers
- the influence of childcare arrangements on maternal employment decisions

The survey is used by DfE to develop and monitoring policy and strategy, as well as by other government departments and non-governmental stakeholders. The survey’s comprehensive dataset will enable the Department to carry out a wide range of bespoke secondary analyses on a host of topic areas.

The project will be to decide on the best sampling frame for the survey and draw the sample, review the questionnaire, conduct the mainstage fieldwork, analyse the data and produce the required outputs for dissemination. Bidders will also be asked to plan and cost for one or several follow-up surveys.

	PROJECT AIMS
	The survey aims to provide information to help monitor the progress of policies in the area of childcare and early years education by:
· providing salient, up-to-date information on the use of childcare and early years provision, as well as attitudes towards, and experiences of, local childcare amongst parents with children aged 0-14;
· continuing the time series – which has now been running for over ten years – to provide accurate and timely analysis of the data on issues covered, in order to assess the ongoing impact of policy interventions on children and parents throughout the survey series.

	METHODOLOGY
	
The 2017 survey will follow a similar methodology to previous surveys[footnoteRef:2] in terms of the mode and fieldwork but will need to have an adapted sampling approach and a review of the questionnaire to ensure the survey reflects current policy priorities, particularly its use in understanding the experiences and impact of the 3 and 4 year old extended free entitlement. The survey will also need to build-in follow-up surveys with certain groups. [2:  see previous surveys for more information on methodology: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-childcare-and-early-years ] 


Sampling
The survey will comprise a nationally representative sample of parents in England with dependent children aged 0-14, with a boost sample of parents with 2 - 4 year olds as well as a possible boost for low income families to enable the continuation of the early years series and allow detailed analysis of this key sub-group, particularly for understanding  the experiences and impact of the 3 and 4 year old extended free entitlement. 

We expect around 6,000-7,000 interviews to be carried out, however, tenderers will be asked at the Invitation to Tender (ITT) stage to provide details on recommended sample sizes and clear justifications for these. A reasonably large sample size is required to provide accurate data on various sub-groups, especially 2 - 4 year olds, and to be able to reliably measure significant change over time.

It should be noted that up until now the sample for the Parent surveys, the most recent being the 2014-15 survey (fieldwork ran from October 2014 – July 2015), has been drawn from the Child Benefit Register (CBR), held and maintained by HMRC. The High Income Child Benefit Charge (HICBC) came into force from 7 January 2013 which meant that any Child Benefit claimant would be liable to repay some or all of their Child Benefit award if they or their partner had an adjusted net income of more than £50,000 per year. 

The Department commissioned an investigation into the suitability of the current frame, the CBR, and recommendations on viable alternatives sampling frame for the Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents 2017. The report has yet to be published but can be obtained by emailing Max Stanford (max.stanford@education.gsi.gov.uk). 	

The investigation found that the HICBC has led to a tendency for parents with high incomes not to register their children for Child Benefit. Specifically, the HICBC is resulting in around eight per cent of children born in England each year not appearing on the CBR. As a consequence, continuing to sample children exclusively from the CBR will mean parent survey estimates will become increasingly biased, with each successive wave, away from children in high income households, and it will also be very difficult to attribute changes across survey waves to real changes in the population.

It recommends that future waves of the parent survey employ a split-sample approach, sampling from the CBR and the Postcode Address Finder (PAF) in postcode sectors that contain a non-negligible proportion of high income families so that high coverage of the survey population can be maintained, while fieldwork inefficiencies arising from in-field screening can be minimised. 

The Department has also been exploring use of sampling from another representative sample, specifically the Family Resource Survey (FRS) owned by DWP. 

Contractors would be expected to work with the Department to determine the best sampling approach for the 2017 Parent Survey and work to obtain and create the sampling frame for the survey ahead of fieldwork.

Questionnaire content
While the core elements of the survey[footnoteRef:3] will remain the same to continue the time series, contractors will need to lead a comprehensive review of the questionnaire to reflect current policy priorities, including the extended entitlement. The contractor will lead the rationalisation of the questionnaire, cutting those not seen as a priority and adding new questions, working with analytical and policy officials[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  This will include but not limited to: information on childcare used in the past week and the past year; reasons for choice of provider; reasons for use of childcare; views on affordability, quality and costs of provision available in the local areas; and demographic information.]  [4:  The most recent questionnaire used in the 2014/15 survey can be found here: https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=7960 ] 


The contractor will be expected to undertake cognitive testing and piloting of the survey and make any necessary changes prior to mainstage fieldwork.

Fieldwork
Fieldwork will be carried out by face-to-face in-home interviews using CAPI (Computer Assisted Personal Interview) and interviews are expected to last around 45 minutes on average. Contractor will need to ensure a high standard of fieldwork and a robust system of fieldwork quality checks.

In order to for the survey to be used to understand the experiences and impact of the 3 and 4 year old extended free entitlement it is envisaged that the 2017 survey will provide a baseline data before the rollout of the extended entitlement in September 2017. A proposed timeline (subject to change) is given below which indicates that fieldwork could take place January – September 2017. Contractors will need to assess in their ITT proposal whether they believe this is an achievable timeline. 

Analysis and reporting
Contractors will need to ensure a high standard of data processing including sample management, CAPI programming and testing, editing/data quality assurance in addition to correctly coding and weighting the data.  

Contractors will need to rigorously analyse the data including basic descriptive statistics as well as cross-tabs and regression analysis to understand the data. These will form the basis of the excel tables to be published.

In consultation with policy colleagues, we will consider whether any additional thematic analyses of the survey is required to investigate particular issues in more depth, for instance specific questions relating to the extended entitlement. Contractors will be asked to cost for these thematic analyses separately and they will only be undertaken if a policy need is identified and additional funding from policy budgets is available.

Outputs produced by the contractor will include a slide pack and presentation of findings to DfE, key findings in the Statistical First Release (SFR) template totalling c.15 pages, excel tables of publishable quality, a cleaned SPSS dataset and syntax used to create derived variables with full documentation (i.e. a data dictionary) of the dataset to allow for analysis to be uploaded to the UK Data Archive by the contractor[footnoteRef:5]. Contractors will also be encouraged to set out a dissemination plan and additional outputs to aid in internal and external dissemination in the ITT proposal, for example infographics or interactive tools to assess the data. [5:  See the 2014/15 survey data archive page for more information: https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=7960] 


Published outputs from previous surveys included a large 300 plus page report. For the last survey a much shorter accessible SFR (c.15 pages with headline findings) and the excel survey tables were also published. For the 2017 survey it is envisaged that the large report will be dropped and only a short SFR report and accompanying tables be published to bring it into line with other DfE SFRs. 

Follow-up survey
As shown in Annex 1, fieldwork for the next Parent Survey is currently planned for January – September 2017. As stated above, this could be used to provide a baseline of the sample of parents with 3-4 year olds prior to roll-out to understand its impacts on: perceptions of cost, maternal employment, local sufficiency and flexibility as well as the impact their children. 

It is envisaged that a follow-up survey (or multiple follow up surveys) with all parents of 3-4 year olds 6-18 months after fieldwork could take place. This would allow for comparisons before and after roll out of the extended entitlement in September 2017 and include comparing the experiences of those who did and didn’t take up the offer as well as those that were eligible and were not. 
 
Following up the parents of the main parent survey has taken place successfully multiple times and contractors will need to include in their ITT proposal how they would carry out these possible follow-up surveys and include them in the optional costs in their budget.

	Potential timeline (subject to change) for the 
2017  Parent Survey

	
	2017 Parent Survey
	2017 Parent Survey follow up

	Mar-16
	2014-2015 Survey published
	

	Apr-16
	2016-17 Survey Sampling Frame Study
	

	May-16
	
	

	Jun-16
	 
	

	Jul-16
	 
	

	Aug-16
	Sampling frame study reports
	

	Sep-16
	2016-17 Survey contracting
	 

	Oct-16
	2016-17 Survey development
	

	Nov-16
	 
	

	Dec-16
	 
	

	Jan-17
	2016-17 Survey fieldwork
	

	Feb-17
	 
	

	Mar-17
	 
	

	Apr-17
	 
	

	May-17
	 
	

	Jun-17
	 
	

	Jul-17
	 
	

	Aug-17
	 
	

	Sep-17
	 National roll out 30 hours
	 

	Oct-17
	2016-17 Survey analysis & write up
	

	Nov-17
	
	

	Dec-17
	 
	2016-17 follow-up questionnaire design

	Jan-18
	2016-17 Survey Publication
	

	Feb-18
	
	 

	Mar-18
	
	2016-17 follow up fieldwork

	Apr-18
	
	 

	May-18
	
	 

	Jun-18
	
	 

	Jul-18
	
	 

	Aug-18
	
	2016-17 follow up analysis & writing

	Sep-18
	
	

	Oct-18
	
	2016-17 Survey Publication

	Nov-18
	
	

	Dec-18
	
	




	TIMING
	· Deadline for EOIs – 5pm 22nd August 2016
· Invitations to Tender issued – w/c 29th August 2016
· Deadline for ITT submission – 5pm 16th September 2016
· Possible interviews – w/c 19th September 2016
· Contract signed – by 30th September 2016

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Understanding of the research requirement. 
· Capacity to develop an appropriate methodology and conduct the fieldwork, analysis and reporting necessary to timescales. 
· Evidence of experience of constructing sampling frames and methodologies for large nationally representative surveys and research project management skills. 
· Level of understanding of the Government’s agenda for childcare and early years education how the survey feeds into this.
Each one of these criteria has equal weighting.

Expressions of interests submitted must be no more than 2,000 words overall.

	Closing date for EOIs:
	Deadline for EOIs – 5pm 22nd August 2016

	Send your EOI form to:
	Max Stanford, Early Years Analysis (max.stanford@education.gsi.gov.uk) (note I will be on leave from 15th August, any inquiries should be send before then, or alternatively sent to Allan Little: Head of Early Years Analysis (allan.little@education.gsi.gov.uk).  

	HOW TO SUBMIT AN EOI 
You must submit an expression of interest (EOI) in order to be considered to be invited to tender. To do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Research template found on the Department’s Research website. A submission of an EOI does not guarantee an invitation to tender and the Department does not routinely advise organisations that they have not been successful in being invited to tender. Feedback is however available on request. 
In order to express an interest you must be registered with us and you will need your ID number. If you need to register then please do so using the online Supplier Registration Form. If you have already registered and have forgotten your ID number, please send an email to Enquiries.RBU@education.gsi.gov.uk 
All contracts are let on the basis of the Department’s Terms and Conditions. You are encouraged to check these before submitting your expression of interest, as these form part of your contractual obligations.
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