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Specification of Requirement for the storage and disposal of Nitrous Oxide.
 
Background 

Nitrous Oxide is covered by the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 and is illegal to supply for human consumption, however, the Act provides an exemption for its legitimate uses:

· In catering, for example:
· In whipped cream aerosol cans to prevent the cream going bad
· In food packaging to prevent the food from rotting
· To numb the pain during medical procedures such as dental work
Section 55 (1) of the PSA Act provides that Border Force officers can search a person under section 164 of CEMA where they reasonably suspect the individual has a psychoactive substance.

The UK Border Force Queen’s Warehouse would normally store high valued goods pending the outcome of a restoration and/or appeal decision. However, due to nitrous oxides potentially explosive nature there have been Health and Safety concerns raised with storing the substance in non-controlled areas. 

The purpose of this document is to secure a suitable storage provider and an appropriate disposal expert depending on the restoration and/or appeal status.  


Requirements

UK Border Force requires a specialist storage and disposal facility for nitrous oxide. Nitrous oxide requires storage in a cool, dry environment which is not subject to fluctuations in temperature. 

Nitrous oxides should be kept away from extremes of heat or cold and stored away from combustible material.

The substance needs to be stored under cover in a clean, dry, well ventilated area.

Nitrous oxide is non-flammable but strongly supports combustion and should not be used near sources of ignition.

Emergency services should be advised of the location of the store.

Precautions should be taken to protect the substance from theft.

Care is needed when handling nitrous oxide.

Warning notices prohibiting smoking and naked lights must be posted clearly in the storage area.

Transportation of the substance is not required to the storage facility as UK Border Force has a haulier who is contracted to provide this service.

 
Please provide the following in your response:

How and where will you store the nitrous oxide?

UK Border Force and/or Police personnel will occasionally need access to the substance to take samples. Please explain how this will be facilitated and if there would be an additional charge based on 5 working days’ notice being given?

What arrangements are there for Border Force to witness disposals?

Please advise if you have employees at the storage site with any form of clearance level to undertake the disposals on behalf of Border Force? If so, to what level?

Random assurance visits may be required, how will this be accommodated?

Consideration should also be made to the ‘shelf-life’ of these items. Whilst there is generally no expiry date, there is a date of manufacture and advice is that this deterioration will start to occur 5 years after the date of manufacture. Whilst it is not anticipated that this commodity will be kept for this period of time, there is potential for non-legitimate suppliers to be importing old stock. Are you able to control this on behalf of Border Force? 

Nitrous oxide is not a flammable gas, so explosion is simply the risk of a container rupturing and the compressed contents leaking out. There are no Health & Safety regulations concerned solely with storage of compressed gases (which is not unexpected – we all have various different compressed canisters at work and home every day with little in the way of controls), so the risk of a failure leading to an explosion would seem to be low. However, the consequences could be serious. Aside from the risks from the nature of the gas, there is a risk of injury to anyone nearby if a rupture takes place. And if the rupture is violent enough and there are other pressurised containers in close proximity, it might trigger a knock-on effect. Are you able to mitigate this risk? 

Bidders must answer the following questions in their response for their submission to be considered for evaluation:

1. Please provide the cost of storage for one pallet (roughly a metre squared) per day?
2. Please provide the disposal costs per pallet if restoration proves inappropriate?
3. Would disposals be conducted by the storage provider on site or would the disposals be subcontracted to a third party?
4. How many days’ notice is required for delivery to the site?
5. How many pallets can be delivered per day?
6. How much notice is required for the collection of pallets? 


Information for bidders:

All received bids must be compliant with the above mandatory requirements and will be evaluated on the total combined price for the storage of one pallet + the disposal cost of one pallet + any per day fee charged for visits by Border Force and/or Police personnel. The bidder offering the lowest combined price for all 3 of these services with a compliant tender will be awarded the contract. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The contract duration shall be from 28th January until 31st December 2019. No guarantee can be given of any minimum number of orders or minimum value of spend, that will be placed with the successful bidder. It is not expected that the successful bidder will be handling and/or processing any personal data at any time during the contract duration.   

All written submissions should be submitted to Paul.Tooke@homeoffice.gov.uk by 12 noon on Friday 18th January 2019 at the latest. 

Any questions, queries or clarifications regarding this tender should be submitted to Paul.Tooke@homeoffice.gov.uk by 12 noon on Tuesday 15th January 2019 at the latest. 

Please note any agreement signed with your Company will be subject to the Standard Government Legal Service short form services contract (attached for reference).
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