Research Project 'Understanding How Individuals Engage With The Narratives and Content of Terrorist/Extremist 
Groups
OUR REF: OSCT/1718/052
Tender Clarification: 1
Clarification Question 1:

We have some concerns about using personal devices to research such a sensitive topic, in particular, whether it could have any impact on individuals undertaking the research. We assume internet providers, search engine providers, etc., might flag up people searching for terrorism related content and even share this knowledge with other institutions.
Clarification Response 1:
Firstly, we cannot give any assurances on behalf of the police, or CPS that no offence would be investigated/no prosecution brought against anyone possessing content produced by a proscribed organisation. However, as we, the Home Office, would be engaging the bidder to look at specific content for the purposes of a research project, there’s no basis for a reasonable suspicion that the bidder possesses the content for a purpose connected with the commission, preparation or instigation of an act of terrorism, and hence no offence is committed.

A point to note is that from the perspective of Section 58 of the Terrorism Act, it matters not whether the material in question is viewed on a personal device or a work computer. All that matters is whether the person collected/recorded/possessed the information and, if so, whether they had a reasonable excuse for doing so. Should there be further concerns, it is also possible for us to provide electronic copies of certain documents for analysis to reduce the search requirements of the researcher.
Clarification Question 2:
From the requirement specifications, it is difficult to gauge how much
analysis of terrorist group operations in different languages weighs. Is it a must to consider contents and narratives in different languages? Would it be possible to provide more clarity on this?


Clarification Response 2: 
It is not a requirement for a bid to cover more than one language, and bids will not be marked down if they only cover a single language. However, if a bid demonstrates how the analysis of more than one language is innovative, will expand the evidence base and will be of use to UK policy makers then this may increase the scores given to the bid.
