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1. [bookmark: _Toc11074155]
Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc287615143]The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (‘AHDB’) is seeking Market Engagement regarding the future service delivery of the Citation and Abstract Database.
The objective of the RFI is to better understand the appetite and supply landscape for the Citation and Abstract Database, particularly in regards to both the capacity and capability of the wider marketplace, and the scope/feasibility of the drafted service requirement.

1.1. [bookmark: _Toc11074156]About the AHDB
[bookmark: _Toc287615145][bookmark: _Toc287618954]The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (“AHDB”) is a non-departmental government body, funded by levy income.  The role of the AHDB is to help improve the efficiency and competitiveness of various agriculture and horticulture sectors within the UK. Our statutory functions encompass meat and livestock (cattle, sheep and pigs) in England; horticulture, milk and potatoes in Great Britain; cereals and oilseeds in the UK.
The responsibility for setting and delivering strategies to deploy AHDB levy income is delegated to the executive boards of our six sector divisions: Horticulture; Beef & Lamb; Dairy; Cereals and Oilseeds; Pigs; and Potatoes.

1.2. [bookmark: _Toc11074157]The RFI Overview
AHDB has outlined their requirements for the provision of the Citation and Abstract Database.
The documentation is available to all interested parties who register an interest in the service via the advertisement published on Contracts Finder or have been sent a personal invite.
This document contains the following sections to inform the parties of our requirement and provide the requested method of response:
· The Scope of the Service
· The Response method including provision for any other relevant information. 

The Response Document is a separate file for ease response.

Please note that the Scope of the Service is indicative only and may not be reflected in any potential forthcoming procurement process, which, if there is one, may be subject to change based on feedback resulting from this process.
The Scope has been prepared in good faith by AHDB, however, AHDB and their respective officers, directors, employees, agents and affiliates do not undertake any obligation to provide the recipient with access to any additional information or to update the Scope or correct any inaccuracies in the Scope that become known to it. However, if any amendments are made, these will be advised on the Contracts Finder Website, therefore it is recommended that, if you are interested in this opportunity that you select “Watch this notice” against this advertisement therein. Nothing in the RFI or accompanying documentation shall be relied on as a promise or a representation to AHDB’s ultimate decision in relation to the next stage, which will depend, at least in part, on the outcome of this RFI process. This document is not an Invitation to Tender (ITT), nor does it form any part of a procurement process.  

Please note that AHDB will not reimburse any expenses incurred by interested parties in preparing their responses to this RFI. 
AHDB reserves the right to discontinue the process at any time and will not accept any liability towards interested parties should it be required to do so.

Please also be aware that any information provided as part of this RFI may be used by AHDB to develop future market analysis activity.

2. [bookmark: _Toc11074158]The Scope of the Service

The Information and Library Service supports all divisions at AHDB and provides stakeholders with current books, journal subscriptions (both online and print), document supply and other materials. In addition, it funds the development and maintenance of a digital repository and archive collection. 
The aim is to provide a relevant and cost effective information service to AHDB divisions to support them in making our industry more competitive and sustainable, by promulgating factual, evidence based advice and information.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AHDB are investigating the market appetite for suppliers interested in providing a reliable and effective Citation and Abstract database that would cater for our needs in library service at AHDB. This contract would commence on the 01/05/2020.

The Library Service are looking for:

· A high quality Citation and Abstract Database offering a wide range of Journals (with a high emphasis toward articles related to the Agricultural and Horticultural Industry) which is easy to use and cost effective. 
· Easy to use, can email citation to colleagues, download and print to share internally. 
· Full text articles available through open access 
· Ability to search for articles, using Boolean language
· Able to filter/sort citations and format of the database
· Have a wide range of databases available
· The Database should allow citations software such as EndNote Web
· The interests include but are not limited to:
1. UK & Global coverage: livestock and poultry production, breeds, diseases and pathogens, animal health etc.
1. UK & Global Horticulture: Food Safety, Harvesting, Postharvest Storage, Cultivation, Techniques, Decision Support Systems.
1. UK & Global Cereals & Oilseeds
1. UK agricultural and environmental issues, UK Farming
1. Evidence-based research in the areas of agriculture, plant sciences, veterinary sciences, environmental science, food, nutrition-UK and Worldwide. 
1. Understanding the genetic basis of resistance and resilience to animal and plant pests and diseases for UK Farming ideally.

[bookmark: _Toc11074159]
3. The Response Process

The Response Form attached with this RFI (or sent with this document if by invitation) should be populated and emailed along with any supporting documents. 

Responses are required by noon on the 31st July 2019 by email to: Maya.McCoy@AHDB.org.uk.

Any queries can also be emailed to the same address. All questions will be anonymised and these will be published with answers on Contracts Finder after being answered to the requestor directly. 
Please note that any submissions received after this specified deadline may not be considered in this market engagement process.

Responses from interested parties’ to this RFI do not constitute firm offers capable of acceptance.

AHDB are not be obliged to return any materials submitted by interested parties before, during or after this RFI or any subsequent procurement process as a result of this RFI.

In addition, there is an option to allow interested parties to submit their individual caveats in relation to any section of the Scope of the Service where they may identify outcomes that they may not be able to provide and/or offer alternative suggestions. It should be noted by interested parties that in making these suggestions, the areas where this information may arise could be substantive in the context of the potential delivery of the service requirement.
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