Quality Assurance of National Professional Qualifications (NPQs)
 

Description 
This Prior Information Notice (PIN) is issued by the Department for Education (DfE) to engage the market in the provision of services for the quality assurance and improvement of National Professional Qualifications (NPQs) throughout the whole of England.  

The National Professional Qualifications (NPQs) are a suite of professional development programmes for school leaders, designed to ensure participants have the knowledge and skills they need to become effective school leaders. 

The DfE has recently reformed the NPQs, to better prepare new leaders for the wider range of leadership roles available in the education system. The reformed NPQs will be introduced from Academic Year 17/18 and delivered by 44 organisations that have been accredited by the DfE. 

We want the reformed NPQs to be grounded in the best available evidence and recognised as the gold standard for teachers’ professional development. We are therefore seeking to partner with an organisation with the authority and expertise to establish this gold standard. 

The selected organisation (the ‘QA Agent’) will be responsible for quality assuring and improving NPQ provision throughout England through a range of activities. These are: 
· Regular monitoring and improvement of NPQ providers’ performance.

· Moderating a sample of participants’ assessment projects

· Undertaking periodic performance reviews of providers

· Identifying improvements to NPQs

· Administering any future provider accreditation rounds, in accordance with DfE requirements

· Making recommendations to DfE on the termination of provider accreditations

· Effective partnership working with NPQ providers, participants and the DfE

· Maintaining good governance arrangements, including regular reporting to DfE

The purpose of the market engagement activity is to gather feedback from suppliers and stakeholders, which will help inform and shape the design of a QA Agent Specification. This engagement will also help the department to gauge the level of interest from the market and inform our procurement strategy.

Whilst the DfE expects to contract with one organisation to fulfil all of these functions, this does not exclude bids from consortia capable of delivering these requirements.
The first supplier engagement event is scheduled to take place on [Wednesday 16 August]. Please email npq.reform@education.gov.uk for further details with ‘QA AGENT’ in the title. Please note this does not equate to a formal expression of interest in any future procurement activity.
Estimated value: 

The anticipated contract value is 3,000,000 to 6,000,000 GBP over 3 years.

 

Additional Information: 

This PIN is to instigate an Early Market Engagement exercise to help DfE determine the interest, capacity and capability within the market. 
The first supplier engagement event is scheduled to take place on [Wednesday 16 August]. Please email npq.reform@education.gov.uk for further details with ‘QA AGENT’ in the title. Please note this does not equate to a formal expression of interest in any future procurement activity. Further information will be published in due course as an addendum to the PIN.
Please note, this notice does not commit the DfE to undertake any procurement activity as a result of this market engagement exercise. The anticipated requirement may be subject to change as a result of Early Supplier Market Engagement, funding opportunities and changes in governmental priorities. 
