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Unlocking family and local histories... and other news from The National
Archives

This January marks one year since we launched the 1921 Census, so we're bringing you a

range of resources relating to unearthing family and local histories. Delve into the

complicated nature of English inheritance laws and learn what happens when there were

no male descendants. Plus, get started with your own research via a new o�er from

FindMyPast, our handy research guides, and an upcoming webinar all about using our

online catalogue, Discovery. 

Here's we have for you this week:

What is a coheiress? Manors, moieties and English inheritance law

FindMyPast: 21% o� subscriptions 

How to look for Census Records

Using Discovery webinar

Shop family and local research guides

#TreasonSeason - 'Compassing and imagining': treasonous words

What's On: Upcoming family and children's events

https://control.econnectmail.com/templates/preview_insert/content_type/email_content/email_content_id/1154/type/primary/contacts_id/unsubscription-alert
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/what-is-a-coheiress-manors-moieties-and-english-inheritance-law/
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What is a coheiress? Manors,

moieties and English inheritance law

by Robert Chipper�eld

by

As any Downton Abbey fan will know, the Dowager Countess of Grantham is a force to

be reckoned with. Known for her sarcasm and wit and guaranteed to make any dinner

party memorable, some of her ripostes are infamous. However, her remark that ‘there’s

no such thing as an English heiress with a brother’ sums up centuries of English

inheritance law.

Read on to gain an insight into what happens when there is no son to inherit an estate.

> Read more

FindMyPast: Celebrate one year of

1921 Census discoveries with 21% o�
subscriptions 

FindMyPast have launched a new o�er to mark one

year since the launch of the 1921 Census.

Use promocode SAVE21 for 21% o� all 3-month and

12-month subscriptions (including Premium). The

o�er ends on 15 January.

Begin �nding your past today.

> Get the offer

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/what-is-a-coheiress-manors-moieties-and-english-inheritance-law/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/what-is-a-coheiress-manors-moieties-and-english-inheritance-law/
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/subscribe?promocode=save21&duration=12&utm_source=tna&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=1921-discount-jan-2023
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/subscribe?promocode=save21&duration=12&utm_source=tna&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=1921-discount-jan-2023
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Research guide: How to look

for Census Records

Our research guide provides advice on how to

access the historical censuses from 1841 to 1921

and provides information on using census returns. 

Get started with your research today.

> Learn more

Using Discovery

Join us to learn top tips for using Discovery, our

online catalogue which allows you to download 100

free records a month. You will come away with all of

the tools needed to make the most of the catalogue

for your research, whether you are a new user or an

experienced researcher.

This webinar will be delivered by Sarah Castagnetti,

Visual Collections Team Manager.

We’re carrying out essential maintenance on

Sunday 15 January from 09:00 GMT that will a�ect

Discovery and related services, including the

booking system and record copying. We’re aiming

to complete the work as quickly as possible during

the morning to keep disruption to a minimum.

> Sat 14 Jan, 10:30

Shop Tracing Your Ancestors: Guides for Family and Local
Historians

Tracing Your
Ancestors in County
Records

Tracing Your
Ancestors Through
Local History Records

A Guide to Tracing
Your Family History
using the Census

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/census-records/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/census-records/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-discovery-tickets-482321164587?aff=em
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-discovery-tickets-482321164587?aff=em
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For over 500 years, the

Justices of the Peace were

the embodiment of

government for most of

our ancestors. The records

they and other county

o�cials kept are invaluable

sources for local and family

historians, and Stuart

Raymond's handbook is

the �rst in-depth guide to

them. 

> Shop now

Jonathan Oates’s detailed

introduction to local

records is a useful tool for

anyone who is trying to

piece together a portrait of

family members from the

past. In a series of concise

and informative chapters,

he looks at the origins and

importance of local history

from the sixteenth century

onwards. 

> Shop now

Providing the researcher

with a fascinating insight

into who we were in the

past, Emma Jolly’s new

handbook is a useful tool

for anyone keen to

discover their family

history. With detailed and

accessible coverage, it is

full of advice on how to

explore and get the most

from the records.

> Shop now

#TreasonSeason

Our fantastic exhibition, Treason: People, Power & Plot, is open and free to visit at The

National Archives in Kew. Why not get your year o� to a cultural kick-start?

> Plan your exhibition visit

‘Compassing and imagining’: treasonous
words

By Euan Roger

The crime of high treason, as �rst de�ned in law in

1352 and still on the statute book today, was set out

in �ve key clauses. Of these was a clause which we

might consider to be the clearest form of treason,

plots against the life of the monarch or leading

members of the royal family: ‘When a Man doth

compass or imagine the Death of our Lord the King,

https://shop.nationalarchives.gov.uk/products/trac-your-anc-county-records
https://shop.nationalarchives.gov.uk/products/trac-your-anc-county-records
https://shop.nationalarchives.gov.uk/products/tracing-local-history-records
https://shop.nationalarchives.gov.uk/products/tracing-local-history-records
https://shop.nationalarchives.gov.uk/products/a-guide-to-tracing-your-family-history-using-the-census?_pos=14&_sid=4ec704d39&_ss=r
https://shop.nationalarchives.gov.uk/products/a-guide-to-tracing-your-family-history-using-the-census?_pos=14&_sid=4ec704d39&_ss=r
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/treason/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/compassing-and-imagining-treasonous-words/


19/01/2023, 16:08 Unlocking family and local histories... and other news from The National Archives

https://control.econnectmail.com/templates/preview_insert/content_type/email_content/email_content_id/1154/type/primary/contacts_id/-1 5/6

or of our Lady his Queen or of their eldest Son and

Heir’.

In a series of blogs, our exhibition curators will

explore some of the ways that this clause has been

interpreted over the last 700 years as seditious

thoughts, words and writings were pulled into this

Anglo-Norman French de�nition.

> Read more

Upcoming family events, including half-term treats

Sensory storytelling
for under-3's: Beep
Beep!

From trains, planes and

automobiles… Dani the

Storyteller will use music,

play and toys to excite and

stimulate your child's

senses whilst going on a

wonderful adventure

inspired by archive pictures

of di�erent forms of

transport.

> Fri 20 Jan 10:30

Time Travel Club:
Fantastical Fairy Tales
(5-7 year olds)

Step into the worlds of

Cinderella, Red Riding

Hood and Jack and the

Beanstalk to discover an

exciting adventure in this

storytelling session!

Afterwards you can get

crafty using inspiration

from the characters you

meet along the way.

> Tue 14 Feb, 10:30

Time Travel Craft Club
(all ages)

Spend time getting crafty

during the school holidays!

Join us for some fun

activities, all inspired by the

records in our collection.

Craft Club takes place

between 11:00-14:00 in our

café and you can come

along at any time.

> Tue 14 Feb

If you found this week's newsletter interesting, why not pass it on?

Share it on social media or send to a friend so they can subscribe to our weekly

newsletter.

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/compassing-and-imagining-treasonous-words/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-storytelling-for-babiestoddlers-under-3-beep-beep-tickets-482377473007?aff=em
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-storytelling-for-babiestoddlers-under-3-beep-beep-tickets-482377473007?aff=em
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-travel-club-fantastical-fairy-tales-5-7-year-olds-tickets-482391033567?aff=em
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-travel-club-fantastical-fairy-tales-5-7-year-olds-tickets-482391033567?aff=em
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-travel-craft-club-all-ages-tickets-482396008447?aff=em
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-travel-craft-club-all-ages-tickets-482396008447?aff=em
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/contact-us/email-updates/
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