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September 2020 summary note
Intro/overview
· The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board Order 2008 requires AHDB to hold a ballot on whether an individual levy should continue if it receives requests to hold a ballot on that levy signed by at least 5% of those entitled to vote in such a ballot, within a period of three consecutive calendar months
· There is only one ballot question on whether the XYZ levy should continue
· If the 5% threshold is reached for any of the eight levies then AHDB will organise a ballot. The results will be independently verified and communicated to Ministers who will make a decision on the future of that levy; however Ministers are not bound by the results of any ballot.
· A new requesting period begins on the first day of each month
· Five years must elapse between ballots. This does not prevent either AHDB exercising its discretion to hold a ballot at any time or if required to do so by the Secretary of State
· In relation to the eight levies, 14 voters and categories of voters are set out in the Order and AHDB has the discretion to hold separate ballots for each category (eg potato buyers and potato growers)
· One levy payer, one vote (partnerships count as one vote)

Queries
For any clarification on the ballot process, levy payers are asked to write to: AHDB Ballot Officer, AHDB, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 2TL or email ballot@ahdb.org.uk

Thresholds:
	Levy
	5% Threshold
	
	Levy
	5% Threshold

	Cattle
	2010
	
	Oilseeds
	760

	Cereal
	2220
	
	Pigs
	845

	Horticulture
	67
	
	Potato
	123

	Milk
	515
	
	Sheep
	3685



Requesting a ballot 
· Someone is eligible to request a ballot if they can show are a member of the relevant category of voters – this means having paid the levy within the last 12 months/keeps livestock, etc
· The only ballot that can be requested under the Order is whether a levy should continue. 
· Request for a ballot different levies must be sent separately. 
· A request for a ballot must be in writing (including by email) and it must be submitted by hand or by email or by post to AHDB’s Ballot Officer 
· An Identity Form to request a ballot is provided on the website
· contact information (name; business name, if appropriate; address; and, if possible, a telephone number and email address) must be provided along with documentary evidence of eligibility (eg copy of recent levy invoice or levy deduction receipt) 
· If sufficient evidence is not provided with the request, AHDB will request it is provided within a specified period
· Request must be signed (name on an email will be deemed to be a signature). 
· AHDB may use its levy records and any other available information to establish whether someone qualifies. 
· Levy payers may request a ballot jointly with other eligible voters. Each must provide evidence of eligibility and sign the request. 

Timeframe
A ballot will take place within a reasonable time, once AHDB is satisfied with the eligibility of those calling for the ballot and the achievement of the threshold. 

Communication
AHDB will announce that a ballot will be held on its website and by press release. AHDB will not inform requesters or other persons individually [We may wish to review this and change guidance on the web, particularly for sectors where we know all levy payers]

Voting in a ballot
· As well as completing a voting return a person must complete and sign the Identity Form to prove they qualify and provide contact information (name; business name, if appropriate; address; and, if possible, a telephone number and email address) 
· The Ballot paper must be placed in an envelope marked ‘Ballot Paper X’ and bearing no other mark 
· That envelope, together with completed and signed Identity Form and evidence of entitlement to vote, must be placed inside an outer envelope and posted to or handed in for the Ballot Officer so as to be received not later than the closing time of the ballot
· Voting papers must be submitted by hand or by post to the Ballot Officer – papers submitted electronically will be disqualified [We may wish to review this and change all guidance on the web] 
· Failure to satisfy these requirements will disqualify the vote(s) 
· If the votes of more than one voter are contained in any outer envelope, it must be clear which ballot paper belongs to which Identity Form and supporting documentation 
· If someone is eligible to vote in more than one ballot, votes for each ballot must be sent in separate outer envelopes
· If someone breaches any of the balloting rules, their vote will be disqualified
· AHDB will check the eligibility of voters and ineligible votes will be disqualified. AHDB may use its levy records and any other available information to establish whether someone qualifies

Oversight
· An independent person will oversee the determination of the result of the ballot

Nest steps
· AHDB will publish the result on its website 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Order requires the results of a ballot to go to relevant Ministers for consideration
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