UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
Operating across the whole of the UK with a combined budget of more than £6 billion, UK Research and Innovation brings together the seven Research Councils, Innovate UK and Research England. Research England will work closely with its partner organisations in the devolved administrations.

Background to the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund
The Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund is part of the Government’s Industrial Strategy, the long-term plan to raise productivity and earning power in the UK. 
The fund is a core pillar on the Government’s commitment to increase funding in research and development by £4.7billion over 4 years to strengthen UK science and business. It will invest in the world-leading research base and highly innovative businesses to address the biggest industrial and societal challenges today. 

UKRI and the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF) is committed to collecting evidence to understand the impacts and effectiveness of the ISCF Industrial Decarbonisation Challenge. Bids are invited for producing an evaluation framework for the challenge and the creation of a suitable baseline to assess the inputs, activities, outputs, outcomes and impacts against the Programme’s approved Business Case and Delivery Plan. 

The ISCF aims to improve the performance of our whole science and innovation system and is essential to realise the R&D ambitions of the Industrial Strategy. The industry-led approach of the ISCF will facilitate and accelerate the commercialisation of new technologies, increase productivity, create new export opportunities, and enable Challenge business models to flourish. It will enhance and capitalise on our world-class research base, supporting businesses to apply cutting-edge research in new, commercialised applications in global markets of the future.

ISCF Industrial Decarbonisation Challenge 
The Industrial Decarbonisation Challenge (IDC) was announced in Summer 2019 and runs until 31st March 2024.

The Industrial Decarbonisation Challenge is a £170 million investment of public money and an estimated further £261m of industry funding, bringing the total investment to £431million. 

Its aim is to accelerate the cost-effective decarbonisation of industry by developing and deploying low carbon technologies and enabling infrastructure at scale in one or more clusters. This will boost the competitiveness in key industrial regions and drive inward investment, creating and protecting jobs for a low carbon global economy.  The objectives driving this Challenge are: 

1. Design, demonstration and/or deployment of decarbonisation technologies and shared infrastructure at industry-scale in at least one cluster by 2023/2024.  
1. Develop by 2022/2023, credible evidence and investable plans for decarbonising up to 5 industrial clusters in line with the Industrial Clusters Mission for net zero operation by 2040.  
1. Ensure opportunities to decarbonise across all clusters are socialised, enabled and optimised for maximum take-up by 2024. 

The Industrial Decarbonisation Challenge will support delivery of the Clean Growth Grand Challenge and the Industrial Clusters Mission, which has set an ambition to establish the world’s first net-zero carbon industrial cluster by 2040, with at least one low-carbon industrial cluster by 2030. 

The scope of the Challenge is confined to laying the foundations for scalable and replicable industrial cluster decarbonisation, through co-ordinated investment in research, technology demonstration, development of shared infrastructure, cluster collaboration and supply chains. It will provide a platform for government, industry and business to progress large scale decarbonisation of at least one UK cluster rapidly and cost-effectively, and de-risk opportunities for future cluster decarbonisation. However, the IDC does not address delivery and implementation of UK wide industrial decarbonisation, demand for low carbon products, or policy creation – these are out of scope.

The Challenge has reached a position whereby it needs to procure evaluation specialists with specific expertise in the industrial decarbonisation/energy field and research evaluation to produce a robust evaluation framework, which the Challenge will use and refer to for advice and guidance throughout the lifecycle of the programme to ensure assessment of process, progress, impact and economic evaluation is achieved. The successful supplier will be required to ensure the end product (the evaluation framework) is fit for purpose and capable of retaining its relevance as the programme progress through its lifecycle.  UKRI is open to consortia applications where specialist knowledge of the industry may not be present within one company. 

In addition to the evaluation framework, the challenge requires baseline data on a number of benefit and evaluation measures to be captured by the successful supplier. Therefore, this procurement opportunity is for two specific areas:

· Production of the challenge specific evaluation framework 
· Data collation of baseline benefits and evaluation measures
It is intended that a separate procurement exercise will be conducted following the production of the evaluation framework. This future procurement exercise will be for the broader evaluation piece of work on the whole programme and will implement the evaluation framework.

All evaluation activity undertaken at the challenge level must provide evidence of the impact of the challenge, contribute to the fund-level evaluation, which will allow industry and UKRI to assess the value for money of the ISCF and ensure public money is being spent in accordance with the fund’s stated aims, and to understand the impact of its activity on the UK’s knowledge, the economy and society. The evaluation will also need to inform ongoing and future improvements of programme design and delivery.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The expected budget for this work is £100,000. We expect to go out to tender in April 2020. We would like to invite prospective bidders to attend a pre-market engagement session on Tuesday 31st March 2020 at 09:00 via Zoom Video Conferencing (details found on Contracts Finder notice).

The agenda for the day would be as follows: 

· Introductions
· Overview of the requirement 
· Evaluation expectations
· Procurement overview
· Discussion / Q&A


