ACCREDITED PROVIDER OF NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS (NPQs)
Description of the Services

The NPQs are a set of four qualifications designed to support the professional development of school leaders. The four qualifications are:
· National Professional Qualification for Middle Leadership (NPQML)
· National Professional Qualification for Senior Leadership (NPQSL)
· National Professional Qualification for Headship (NPQH)
· National Professional Qualification for Executive Leadership (NPQEL)
DfE is inviting applications from schools and other organisations who wish to start delivering these new qualifications in the 2017 to 2018 academic year. 
The DfE is looking for a range of providers to design, deliver, and assess one or more of the NPQs across England. The DfE will be operating a fair and objective application process. Please see the Invitation to Apply document for further details. 
Accredited providers will work within a flexible set of frameworks set out in the Accreditation Agreement that comprise: 
· a Levels and Qualifications Framework that identifies the range of qualifications that providers can choose to deliver; 
· a Content and Assessment Framework that sets out the core knowledge and skills that providers must teach as part of each qualification, and the tasks and criteria against which providers will assess their candidates; and
· a Quality Framework that sets out the standards of provision that providers must meet to retain accreditation.	Comment by HOLLEY, Graham: obtain and retain?
While providers will be required to meet the expectations set out in the Quality Framework, including the provision of content that teaches the core knowledge and skills set out in the Content and Assessment Framework, they will have the freedom to:
· deliver any or all of the four NPQ qualifications at a national, cross-regional, regional, or sub-regional level
· develop and deliver bespoke, context-based content in or around all of the knowledge and skills detailed in the Content and Assessment Framework, offering qualifications that are tailored to the particular needs of school leaders – this could be by phase or type, such as NPQSL for primary leaders or an NPQH for the headteachers of faith schools
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every provider of NPQs will be required to deliver a proportion of their courses to aspirant and serving leaders in disadvantaged schools. This may be achieved through working with school partners and/or using innovative methods such as distance learning. 	Comment by HOLLEY, Graham: Do we have  minimum expectations for this delivery?

