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Frequently Asked Questions 
Black Country Building Better Opportunities-  Call for Partners

Building Better Opportunities (BBO) is a multi-million pound funding programme which matches money from the European Social Fund and Big Lottery Fund to tackle poverty and social exclusion faced by the most disadvantaged people in England.

Steps to Work were successful in securing funding for Project 1:4 Employment Support for Over 24’s BRIDGES project, which has been live since July 2016. Through delivery of the BRIDGES project, further small areas of need have been identified within the Black Country. We are seeking an additional delivery partner with a grant allocation of £250,000 (subject to funding being approved) to provide a programme of services within or across the Black Country, with an anticipated delivery  commencement date of 4th June 2018, which include:
· Community-based innovative and creative  soft-skills  development-related activities, and/or;
· Community-based innovative and creative  employability-related activities

FAQS:

Q -Can you tell me what you are looking for in relation to delivery
A – We will be looking for something that does not duplicate the existing delivery

Q- What is the timescale for the funding
A – The project ends on 31st December 2019

Q – Are the targets included in the information
[bookmark: _GoBack]A – Yes they are included in the information provided   

Q - Is there a specific area within Black Country this opportunity is linked to? or is this for the whole of Black Country?
A - It can be within a specific Borough or the whole of the BC depending on the partner and what services they are offering

Q - Your document states that "through delivery of the BRIDGES project, further small areas of need have been identified within the Black Country".  As we are also advised that this opportunity is aimed at "enhancing, rather than duplicating current activities and services" please can you state what the further small areas of need are specifically.
A -  “Through delivery of the BRIDGES project, further small areas of need have been identified within the Black Country. We are seeking an additional delivery partner with a grant allocation of £250,000 (subject to funding being approved) to provide a programme of services within or across the Black Country”

The further small areas of need relate to the gaps in provision which have emerged following the loss of three partners from the Bridges partnership. These areas of need are not specific, as these partners delivered very different activities and exact replication is not a requirement. However, the Bridge project does need additional activities to what is currently offered to ensure that the project is holistic and offers a multi-faceted approach to supporting participants in overcoming their initial barriers in their journey towards employment. This is why there is emphasis on enhancement rather than duplication of services. 

An outline of the current BRIDGES Partnership activities is available via Annex 1.



This project is funded through Big Lottery Fund and the European Union through European Social Fund.
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