
FITNESS MANUAL

Please follow these instructions when carrying out a Vehicle Standard Test. If you are unclear about points please contact the Licensing Dept (contact details below).

This manual corresponds to the VST test sheets supplied and should be used in conjunction with these sheets.
Eastbourne Borough Council is now running a zero tolerance policy with regard to vehicles that do not pass the fitness test. Licensing Officers are authorised to overturn decisions regarding fitness and can call a vehicle in for closer inspection. 

IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE THAT VEHICLES COMPLY 100% WITH THE VEHICLE LICENCE CONDITIONS.

Failure on the part of a garage to carry out its duties in this respect will be treated as a very serious issue. 
	VST ITEMS
	FITNESS OF VEHICLE



	MOT
	As per generic testing procedure

	Body Exterior
	The exterior of the vehicle must be free of rust. If the exterior appears shoddy/dirty the vehicle must be failed

	Accident Damage
	Normal wear and tear is acceptable (i.e. minor scratches). Accident damage that is clearly visible requires rectification.

	External Council Plate properly affixed and legible 
	The plate must be securely fixed (not magnetic) to the centre/right of the vehicle. The plate must be Council issue and clearly legible. Battered/faded and illegible plates result in a fail.
Purpose built Taxis have an allocated space for plates and this is acceptable.

	Internal Plate Displayed
	The Eastbourne Borough Council internal plate should be on the front windscreen

	Condition of luggage boot/load security
	The boot should be clean and the opening/closing mechanism must work as per manufacturer’s specification (for example hatchbacks). Faults to the mechanism will result in a fail as will dirty and worn upholstery (excluding normal wear & tear).

	Permitted door signs (door signs)
	Magnetic or permanent door signs must be fixed to the front doors

	Permitted sun strips
	Only Private Hire vehicles are permitted to have sun-strips. The sun- strip can be displayed on the front and/or rear of the vehicle. The sun-strip should include the name of the firm, telephone number and the words “Private Hire” and no other information. The words “Private Hire” should be in normal type face with black lettering on a white background and should not take up more than one third of the width of the sun-strip. 

	Condition of windows & mirrors
	Windows MUST not be tinted (unless manufacturer spec), scratched or chipped. Similarly mirrors must not be broken and they must be clean and well maintained

	Operation of Passenger doors & controls
	Passenger doors must be freely accessible for the passengers to embark/disembark at will and be in good working order 

	Operation of opening windows
	Must all be able to open independently of the driver and be in good working order

	Cleanliness, Condition of Interior
	Must be clean and well maintained. This includes all upholstery, foot wells, ceiling and panels of the interior. Vehicles must be failed if they are dirty and/or have an unpleasant odour. There is no excuse for a dirty vehicle.

	Seat Security and interior obstruction
	All seats must be secure and have seat belts in good working order. There must be no obstruction for persons travelling in the vehicle as an emergency situation may arise 

	Courtesy light Operation
	Upon opening the passenger doors the courtesy light must operate effectively

	Accessible Dry Powder Extinguisher 
	This must be kept securely in the boot except in purpose built Taxis. The Extinguisher must be charged and meet British Standard No. BS5423/1980. The minimum weight is 0.7Kg. 
Please label the fire extinguisher with the labels provided so that extinguishers are not interchangeable between vehicles

	Accessible first aid kit
	This kit is recommended for the drivers personal use only and must comprise the following: 3 sterile wound dressings (various sizes), eye pad and bandage, box of assorted plasters, 1 triangular bandage, bottle of sterile water, small scissors, 6 safety pins and a selection of un-medicated dressings. Please label the first aid kit with the labels provided so that the kits are not interchangeable between vehicles

	Spare Wheel & Tyre
	This must not be a temporary tyre but a legal spare tyre (unless manufacturers spec) There must also be a jack to enable the driver of the vehicle to change the tyre if the need arises

	Illuminated Taxi sign
	The sign must comprise a yellow base material with attached blue front panel bearing the words Eastbourne Taxi in yellow. The rear panel of the sign must be black and bear the word Taxi or the telephone number of the business in red lettering. The sign shall have a green light on top and the unit must illuminate when the vehicle is for hire (when the meter is not ticking). It is essential that this is abided too as there are serious safety implications if Taxis deviate from this formula. Purpose built taxis have their own sign.

	Tariff Card Displayed 
	The current Tariff card of the Council must be clearly displayed (Hackney Carriage only)

	Meter Make, Model & Display
	Document the make, model, and serial number of the meter. Also when the meter is started it MUST indicate the current tariff. 

	Tyre size
	Document the tyre size and the diameter of the wheel

	Sealed
	Indicate if the meter is sealed

	No Smoking 

CCTV (if installed) Make, Model & Notice Displayed
	Stickers in all compartments in the vehicle 
Document Make, Model & whether notice displayed
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