1. In Annex A Section 4 (footnote 1) it is stated that a teleconference should suffice for the start-up meeting.  However, Section 14 states that the meeting will be in either Peterborough or Aberdeen.  Please can you confirm whether the meeting will be face-to-face or do you require costs for either option?
The meeting can be a teleconference if this is the preferred option, there is no need for you to travel to Peterborough or Aberdeen if this doesn’t suit you. 
2. We note, as stated in ‘PS4a Instructions to Tenderers email submission.doc’, that alternative tenders are invited provided that a primary tender based strictly on the original specification is also submitted.  We also note in ‘JNCC_Evidence Quality Assurance Policy_14.pdf (page 14)’ that any mandatory requirements should be detailed in Section 5 of Annex A.  This Section of Annex A deals with external quality assurance of the samples through the NMBAQC Scheme Contractor.  We therefore assume that QA using the Scheme contractor is the only mandatory requirement that cannot be varied under an alternative bid.  However, since this is not explicitly stated to be a mandatory requirement, please can you provide clarification on whether this is mandatory, and whether there are any other sections that can’t be varied under an alternative bid?
The external analysis is the only mandatory requirement that can not be varied. There is scope for other variations however these will be evaluated should the bid be successful these variations will need to be discussed directly with JNCC and agreed. 

3. In the final paragraph of Annex A we assume that the reference to the NMBAQC epibiota (video and stills) guidelines should actually read NMBAQC TDP and PRP.  Please can you clarify this?
Yes this is a mistake within the contract. The NMBAQC TDP and PRP are the correct reference.
4. In the document ‘PS6 General terms and conditions Sep 2017’ we note that while clause 47 details the contractor’s liabilities and insurance requirements, a limit to the contractor’s liability is not included.  Would you consider adding a limit to contractor liability in line with the contract value please?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, we are happy to consider amendments/additions to the contract’s Terms and Conditions as proposed by any potential contractor.
