Request for Information – Community Wheelchair Service
Darlington, North Durham, and Durham Dales Easington & Sedgefield

NHS Darlington, North Durham and Durham Dales Easington & Sedgefield Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCG’s) propose to engage with the wider market to potentially inform future service model development and/or commissioning intentions for the provision of a Community Wheelchair Service for the population of Darlington, North Durham and Durham Dales Easington & Sedgefield.

The objectives are to ensure:

· To ensure that clients and their carer’s are appropriately assessed for their needs, this may be by an accredited prescriber. 

· To improve the posture, pressure care and comfort of users.

· To promote independent mobility and quality of life, wherever possible.

· To provide guidance, training and information for the benefit of the whole community.

· To minimise the time from assessment to supply of equipment 

· To respond to changing medical and social needs of wheelchair users with provision of different equipment  when necessary / appropriate

Registering an Interest and Market Engagement Exercise

[bookmark: _GoBack]The CCG’s are seeking to obtain input and feedback from provider organisations as part of the development of potential service models for delivery of a community wheelchair service.  If your organisation would like to register an interest in responding to this market engagement exercise and obtain a copy of the Request for Information documentation please go to: https://in-Tendhost.co.uk/necs  and navigate to NECS099 – Community Wheelchair Service.  Please note that the deadline for RFI responses is 12.00 noon on Friday 3rd July 2015.
Please note that all communications and RFI submissions will be conducted via the In-Tend portal.  

It is free to register on the portal, which can be accessed at any time of day.  A dedicated helpdesk is available should potential providers have any queries and can be contacted on 0844 2728810 (Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm) / support@in-tend.co.uk.

Please note that this exercise is not part of any pre-qualification process. It is intended as an awareness, communication and information gathering exercise offering an opportunity for provider organisations to help inform potential future service models and/or commissioning intentions.
