[bookmark: _GoBack]NATIONAL MATHS EDUCATION CENTRE 
Contact Details: 
Rising Standards in Mathematics team, Curriculum and Standards Division, Department for Education, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT 
Maths.PROGRAMME@education.gsi.gov.uk
Background:
The government is committed to improving standards in mathematics to match those in the best education systems the world. Mathematics is central to improving productivity and increasing social mobility. Securing a good mastery of the subject is important to young people’s opportunities for further study and training and for future employment. 
A new primary and secondary curriculum was introduced in September 2014, putting greater emphasis on secure grasp of the basics; revised GCSEs were introduced from September 2015; and new A levels are being introduced, with first teaching of A levels in mathematics and further mathematics taking place from September 2017.
Brief description of service 
The national centre will form part of the overall drive to reinforce the importance of mathematics education, improve the teaching of mathematics and increase the mathematical attainment of young people. The contractor will enable all schools to implement new curricula and qualifications and improve the quality of mathematics teaching more generally through strong leadership and a range of informed expert advice, resources and support. 

The national centre will have two key strategic priorities for the Department – the management of the Maths Hubs and the scaling up of teaching mathematics for mastery in primary schools. 
The Department funds 35 Maths Hubs across England to support schools and colleges to drive the transformation of mathematics education.  The national centre will coordinate the Hubs at a national level by agreeing their annual plans, providing expert support and challenge and monitoring and reporting on progress and success. The Hubs will continue delivering projects that respond to local need and national priorities set by the Department for Education. Amongst the current priorities are projects to transform the teaching of primary mathematics through south-east Asian mastery methods. 

Overall, the national centre will:
· provide a strong and effective leadership and co-ordination role for the existing 35 Maths Hubs; 

· support Hubs to improve the teaching of mathematics in all primary and secondary schools; 

· transform teaching of primary mathematics through robust implementation of models and approaches from south-east Asian mastery teaching, reflecting approaches found in Shanghai;

· enable Hubs to provide valued support to schools to teach the new mathematics curriculum and qualifications including GCSE mathematics, Core Maths and A/AS mathematics and further mathematics. 

· develop and deliver high-quality professional development opportunities for mathematics teachers; and

· act as a source of expertise in mathematical education issues by providing high quality advice and information on issues in mathematics teaching.


Estimated value: 
DfE estimates the contract value to be £6.1m (including VAT) from 1 November 2016 to 31 July 2019.   
Length of contract:
The contract will commence from 1 November 2016 to 31 July 2019. 
The contact may be extended by a further two years should the Department wish. The option to extend and any such changes, including available budgets, will be agreed with the contractor if necessary. 
The scope of this contract may be extended following future, as yet unknown, developments which fall within the scope of the original contract aims, up to a further value of 50% of the original contract value without the need to tender. Any such changes including revised costs would be agreed with the contractor.


How organisations can obtain an ITT:  
To obtain a copy of the full tender document, please email Maths.PROGRAMME@education.gsi.gov.uk

Deadline for receipt of completed ITT: 
	Advert placed in Contracts Finder
	12 July  

	Supplier event 
	21 July 

	Last day for submission of queries 
	6 September

	Last day for DfE to respond to queries 
	8 September

	Deadline for tender responses to be received
	12 September 

	Clarification Meetings if required
	27/28 September 

	Department announcement of preferred bidder
	3 October 

	10 day standstill period
	17 October

	Contract fine-tuning with preferred bidder to take account of the solution
	October 

	Contract commencement 
	1 November 



Please note that the above timetable is indicative only.  Given that we are not holding a selection stage it is difficult to judge the number of bids which may be received and require evaluation.  We will inform all bidders as soon as possible if we need to amend the above plan.
Supplier event:
Suppliers need to pre-register to attend the Supplier Engagement Event by emailing: Maths.PROGRAMME@education.gsi.gov.uk  by 19 July 2016.  Suppliers must send their attendees names (no more than two per organisation attending) and the organisation name. This information will be shared with all other attendees unless you expressly inform the Department that you do not wish so. Venue details will be emailed to all attendees.
The supplier event will be used to help finalise requirements. It is intended that those who join the supplier event will be able to give their thoughts on the information provided above and on particular issues that we will raise on the day. 

Please contact us to register your interest in bidding even if you are unable to attend the supplier event.

Additional information:
Whether suitable for SMEs: Yes 
Whether suitable for VCS: Yes 
DfE intends to contract with either a supplier who proposes to offer the whole service (with or without subcontractors) or a consortium of suppliers who have joined together to offer the whole service. At the bidding stage a consortium must be either a legal entity or have a lead organisation which is authorised to act on behalf of its members with which DfE can contract. Suitably qualified Small and Medium Enterprises (SME’s) who consider that they have the necessary skills and experience to support the programme are encouraged to submit a bid.
The Department reserves the right to finalise payment mechanisms, based on the preferred supplier’s bid, as part of formalising the contract.
This contract is being undertaken in accordance with the Light Touch Regime.
Estimated date for award of contract: 
We aim to announce the successful bidder in October 2016, with the delivery contract starting as soon as possible after that.
Clarifications
Replies to clarifications questions will be posted on this advert.



