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Dental Services as a Branch Surgery in Bicester, Oxfordshire

Background Information
NHS England (South East) is reviewing dental provision across the Thames Valley with the aim of meeting one of its key priorities to achieve on-going improvements in access to services.  This will take account of areas experiencing substantial housing growth.   It is planned that this work will be completed in 2018 with implementation from 2020 onwards.  The proposed interim solution in Bicester is to support maintenance of access to services whilst this review is carried out.
Bicester is a market town in the Cherwell District of Oxfordshire.  It is one of the three main towns in the District – the others being Banbury 21.1 miles to the north and Kidlington 8.8 miles to the south.  The nearest major towns are Oxford (12.5 miles) and Aylesbury (16.5 miles).  The population of the town is 32,860 (2016 estimate). It is served by 4 NHS dental practices and between 2014 and 2018 it expected that up to 4,793 new houses will be built with plans indicating another 3,680 in the period up to 2022.
The 4 NHS Dental practices in the town are currently closed to new patients.
There are a number of issues applicants will need to consider: 
· The service will be commissioned within contractual arrangements currently in place with the applicant under the NHS (General/Personal Dental Services) Regulations 2005 

· NHS England will reserve the right to review the price of the UDAs if appropriate

· The provider will be responsible for identifying, securing, financing and utilising the premises from which services will be delivered.  

· The premises will need to comply with all relevant legislation for the provision of NHS Dental Services, which will include Care Quality Commission registration

· The branch surgery arrangements should allow staff to work across sites if appropriate without requiring substantial travel distances

· The applicant will need to demonstrate governance arrangements in place and how they will be applied to the service to be provided from Bicester

· The level of activity to be commissioned from Bicester will be subject to agreement with NHS England, which will include a review of impact on current provision to ensure there is no adverse impact on the area already served

· The agreed activity for Bicester will form part of the provider’s contracted activity for the period up to 30th June 2020 to which the relevant contractual clauses will apply. The activity will be delivered evenly across the year

· The provider will deliver services in Bicester on 5 days per week, remaining open to new patients over the life of the interim arrangement, ensuring information re access is maintained on NHS Choices and supporting NHS 111 to provide urgent access for patients  

NHS E South (South East) review
[bookmark: _GoBack]This interim proposal is in the context of an NHS England (South East) review of activity commissioned from primary care providers in the Thames Valley to ensure efficient use is being made of NHS resources.  This may result in contracts being rebased and the re-distribution of activity to areas of greatest need. This will result in a region wide procurement exercise and the provider will have the opportunity to take part in the procurement exercise for services in the area in the period after 1st July 2020 if this avenue is pursued via NHS England.
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