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• Be as close as possible to the vegetation of interest, while carefully minimizing any 

disturbance to the plants. 

• Position both upgradient, where groundwater enters the unit, and downgradient 

where it exits, to monitor inflow and outflow and capture variability in groundwater 

conditions. 

• Incorporate existing monitoring infrastructure as much as practicably possible where 

it is of a suitable standard. 

• Position monitoring points in locations suitable for regular data collection by the Field 

Monitoring Team, ensuring ease of access and efficiency and conducting a suitable 

risk assessment for boggy or unstable ground. 

• Place monitoring points in locations considered of low risk of damage, vandalism, or 

loss, with mitigation measures such as fencing, clear markers, and distance from 

paths. 

 
Additional Considerations 

Groundwater chemistry samples can be obtained from dip-wells and springs. Provided the 

total number of monitoring points aligns with the guidelines, it is acceptable to use springs 

as sample points. However, seepages should be excluded as potential monitoring locations 

due to operational infeasibility. 

 
It is essential to log and reference sites rejected from the network, outlining the reasons for 

rejection. This practice helps justify included sites, provides valuable data for future 

reference, and aids in maintaining consistency. 

 
Dip-well locations must be accessible and safe for National Field Monitoring teams to 

sample, and therefore practicalities and logistics of routes, land access, distances from 

vehicles and parking locations, remoteness, ground conditions and weight of bottles on a 

sampling run should be considered. 

 
It may also be beneficial to have backup dip-well locations, especially in areas where 

shallow bedrock or other concerns might impede the ability to make a suitable depth bore 

with a hand auger. 

 
Sites 

The following SSSI wetlands are to be conceptualised and monitoring strategy’s proposed: 

 
Phase 1: 

LNA: Empingham Marshy Meadows 

LNA: Shacklewell Hollow 

KSL: Lympne Escarpment 

WSX: Arne 

WSX: Corfe Common 

YOR: Ox Close 

NEA: Upper Teesdale 

NEA: Hulam Fen 

NEA: Moorhouse & Crosfell 
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