1) From the guidance, some of the objectives could be provided by a written report, others might be better met through discussion so that the provider can get feedback from DEFRA on their practices to best fit an approach. Is there a physical place where such consultation would take place? The buyer listed on DFID is Monkstone House Peterborough. Is this the main location an in person consultation would happen? This would assist with preparing a budget but also with logistics of how consultation would happen. 
The objectives need to cover Defra group organisations that are represented within the Project Steering Group (primarily Defra, JNCC, Natural England, Environment Agency and Forest Research). Consultation with these organisations is required, but this does not necessarily have to be in-person – teleconferences or other forms of communication can be used in addition or alternatively. JNCC are based at Monkstone House in Peterborough and could potentially provide a venue for in-person discussion with some or all of the Project Steering Group. However, there is no requirement to use this location if alternatives are judged to be more suitable (either arranged by the provider or from other organisations in the Project Steering Group). Any venue not in the offices of a Steering Group member would need to be funded by the contractor.

2) Do you have any guidance on the length of document expected in the tender, inclusion of figures or tables etc. 
There is no specific guidance on the length of document required – responses should cover each of the points raised in Annex A 

3) The very short term nature of this contract, combined with less than a week between submission and start date followed one week later by the start of most Christmas holidays raises some questions about the logistics. Is there scope to negotiate the end point of the contract without implication for the budget? It normally takes a few weeks for contracts to be issued, signed off etc. The particular timing running up to the holiday break makes this one particularly unusual as a timeline. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to restrictions imposed by government funding regulations we are not able to alter the end point of the contract. However, there may be some flexibility over the timing of deliverables.



