Contract for the Exploration of Data for Autonomous and Smart Shipping – Clarification Q & A
	Clarification Question 01:

The Pricing Schedule requests firm prices to be provided against Requirements.  However, this project seems to be structured more as a call-off arrangement with the supplier providing support as required over the 12-month contracted period.  In Section 4.1 of the SoR, it is stated “The MCA Product Manager will agree work in line with the above described range of tasks as the project progresses. The timescale, cost & outputs of these tasks will be agreed before work commences and will be monitored throughout the lifecycle of the contract.”

Please could you clarify how you would like responses to be priced e.g. are there specific requirements you would like firm prices against?
	MCA Response:

It wasn’t our intention to prescribe specific requirements, but rather we wanted bidders to detail what steps they would take given the stated goals, timeframe and budget of the project. I’m really interested to see what range of different approaches and innovative techniques different bidders will suggest given the same set of criteria. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bidders could potentially sub-divide their bids into sections and price them separately but given the exploratory nature of the work we thought it best to keep this loose, and rather ask bidders to propose an approach to this work but include the capacity to pivot-and-switch depending on how different work stages progress.

	
	



