1. Introduction
Transport for London (TfL) is seeking to engage with the market to identify brake capture or filtration technologies that could be trialled on four London buses:
· Electric single-decker
· Electric double-decker
· Diesel single-decker
· Diesel double-decker
This Market Sounding Questionnaire (MSQ) is part of a wider innovation project being developed for the EIT Urban Mobility Strategic Innovation Open Call (2026–2028).
We are looking for organisations with brake filtration solutions that could be deployed on buses and tested in real-world conditions. This MSQ aims to:
· Understand the range of brake filtration technologies available or in development, with a focus on solutions at Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 6 or above.
· Gauge supplier interest and readiness to participate in a trial.
· Inform the selection of technology partners for the upcoming trial.
2. Problem Statement: Reducing Brake Wear Emissions on London’s Bus Network
a. Background Information
Non-exhaust emissions (NEEs), particularly brake wear particles, are a significant contributor to urban air pollution. These emissions are not currently regulated through existing Euro emissions standards but pose serious health risks, especially in dense urban environments. By 2030, over 90% of particulate matter from London’s Road transport will come from non-exhaust emissions. Brake wear is the largest source in urban areas making them a critical target for air quality improvements.
Starting in November 2026, Euro 7 standards will introduce the first-ever legal limits on brake wear particulate emissions for light-duty vehicles, including passenger cars and vans. This marks a significant regulatory shift, signalling the growing importance of addressing non-exhaust sources of pollution in transport policy and vehicle design.
TfL is planning a trial to test brake capture or filtration technologies on buses to reduce NEEs.  The current proposal involves fitting two types of brake capture or filtration systems (one passive and one active) to selected buses.
The goal is to assess the effectiveness, feasibility and scalability of these approaches in reducing brake-related PM emissions across London’s bus network. This trial is being developed as part of a wider innovation proposal for the EIT Urban Mobility Strategic Innovation Open Call (2026–2028). TfL intends to submit a funding bid for the February 2026 cut-off, as part of a multi-partner consortium. There are also additional cut-off dates later in 2026. Please note that this funding is not yet secured, and timelines and aspects of the project may be subject to change as it develops.
The consortium will include technology providers, bus operators and an independent research partner. If funding is awarded, selected partners will be invited to join the consortium and participate in a part-funded trial.
The project is eligible for EIT Urban Mobility co-funding, with 65% of eligible project costs reimbursed (i.e. a 35% co-funding requirement from participating organisations). This provides a valuable opportunity to test and demonstrate your technology in a real-world urban transport setting, with support from TfL and other consortium members.
b. Problem Statement
How might we reduce brake wear emissions from buses using technologies that are effective, scalable, and suitable for London’s urban transport environment?
c. Solutions we might want to explore
[bookmark: _Toc172557982]We are particularly interested in brake filtration solutions that:
· Capture brake particles effectively.
· Are compatible with, or can be made compatible with, existing bus brake systems.
· Can be retrofitted with minimal disruption to operations.
· Have been tested or deployed in similar environments.
3. Legal Notice
Information provided within this MSQ and the associated PIN (“the EME documents”) does not purport to be comprehensive or verified by TfL or its advisers.  No representation or warranty, express or implied, is or will be given by TfL or any of its officers, employees, servants, agents or advisers with respect to the information or opinions contained in the EME documents.  Any liability in respect of such representations or warranties, howsoever arising, is hereby expressly disclaimed but nothing in the EME documents shall exclude or restrict liability for fraudulent misrepresentations.
TfL reserves the right without prior notice to amend the information provided, including, but not limited to, changing the timetable, the scope and nature of the procurement and the procurement process. In particular, TfL reserves the right to issue circulars to interested parties providing further information or supplementing and / or amending the procurement process.  In no circumstances shall TfL incur any liability in respect of any changes. This will be subject to the requirements of public law, the UK and EU procurement rules and Treaty on the functioning of the European Union rules and general principles.
TfL reserves the right without prior notice not to follow up the EME documents in any way or with any interested parties.  TfL also reserves the right to terminate this process at any time without awarding a contract.  TfL will not enter into a contract based solely on the responses to the EME documents and no information contained within the EME documents or in any communication made between TfL and any interested party in connection with the EME documents shall be relied upon as constituting a contract or representation that any contract shall be offered. 
[bookmark: _Toc172557983]Direct or indirect canvassing of the Mayor, any members of the Greater London Authority, employees, directors, board members, agents and advisers of TfL and any of its subsidiaries by any person concerning the EME documents or any related procurement process and any attempt to procure information from any of the foregoing concerning the EME documents may result in the disqualification of the person and / or the relevant organisation from consideration during the market engagement or for any associated procurement.
4. Freedom of Information
TfL is committed to open government and to meeting their legal responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Accordingly, all information submitted to a public authority may need to be disclosed by the public authority in response to a request under the Act. TfL may also decide to include certain information in the publication scheme, which TfL maintains under the Act. 
If an interested party considers that any of the information included in their Market Sounding Questionnaire (MSQ) response is commercially sensitive, it should identify it and explain (in broad terms) what harm may result from disclosure if a request is received, and the time period applicable to that sensitivity. 
Interested parties should be aware that, even where they have indicated that information is commercially sensitive, TfL might be required to disclose it under the Act if a request is received. 
Interested parties should also note that the receipt of any material marked ‘confidential’ or equivalent by TfL should not be taken to mean that TfL accepts any duty of confidence by virtue of that marking.
[bookmark: _Toc172557984]5. Feedback request
Feedback is requested in relation to Problem Statements in this document and other solutions you would like to submit which are relevant to reducing non-exhaust emissions from brake wear. Your input is important as it will allow us to understand how we might go forward from here in terms of a potential future procurement process or trial.  

Please complete the questionnaire either online here (recommended option), or you can email Airquality@tfl.gov.uk to find a paper copy. If you have any issues submitting via MS Forms please email Airquality@tfl.gov.uk.
For your feedback to be taken into account, your completed MSQ must be received by 1pm GMT on the 28th of November 2025. 
All timelines provided are subject to change at TfL’s discretion: 
	Activity  
	Date  

	Market Sounding Questionnaire Issued  
	Friday 14th November 2025

	Market Sounding Questionnaire Deadline   
	Friday 28th  November 2025



