Culham Science Centre is set to become a key part of the global quest for clean energy after the Government announced an £184 million investment to upgrade the site.
Building on UKAEA’s experience in running the UK fusion programme and hosting JET, with this new funding from the Department of Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy Culham is on track to be at the heart of a world-leading fusion cluster, in which national labs, companies and universities work together on the big challenges of delivering fusion energy.
The funding will develop and upgrade the facilities at Culham and enable new apprentice training programmes. It will upgrade buildings and IT infrastructure, including a new innovation centre, an expanded robotics test facility and accommodation for commercial fusion companies. The intention is to create an environment in which innovation and collaboration between UKAEA’s national programmes and companies will thrive. 
The objective of this programme is for UKAEA to provide the foundations necessary to facilitate a successful internationally recognised fusion cluster and to support the development of commercial fusion energy. The proposed timescale of this programme is five years, during which UKAEA will deliver upgraded and expanded infrastructure, facilities and the skills in the workforce necessary to achieve this objective. This will involve substantial development on the Culham site, as well as developments at Harwell and in the north of England.
There are a number of construction projects which form part of this programme and other construction development on site, these are outlined below with estimated values:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]UKAEA Office building over £30M
· Tenant Buildings over £30M
· OAS Culham over £10M 
· Apprentice Expansion over £10M
· Main gate refurbishment under £10M 
· Extension to Materials Research Facility under £10M
· Workshop facilities under £10M 
· STEP Rig Hall under £10M

[bookmark: _Hlk42766910]This prior information notice is published to provide an indication of the construction procurement opportunities at UKAEA over the next four years. UKAEA is offering the opportunity for interested parties to attend the following market engagement opportunity, on 21st July 2020, whereby more details will be made available on the outline construction programme. UKAEA would like to use this opportunity to provide a forum to discuss delivery challenges and risk associated with the programme. Through this process we are looking to open up the engagement early for suppliers to understand the requirement and enable UKAEA to reflect on any feedback received.
Please follow the link below to register your interest in the opportunity and before 15 July 2020 if you wish to attend forum on 21 July 2020.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=S2asxieuXU205rtXFxlvxwucvhUvXpBPtEGbrQRyIYpUQVQzMVhVT0lJRFY5RDkxSVRSQlZVRVk1VS4u 

