
UK Shared Business Services Ltd (UK SBS) 

www.uksbs.co.uk 
 
Registered in England and Wales as a limited company. Company Number 6330639. 
Registered Office Polaris House, North Star Avenue, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 1FF 
VAT registration GB618 3673 25 
Copyright (c) UK Shared Business Services Ltd. 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Quote (ITQ) on behalf of the Medical Research Council 

Subject UK SBS Pocket Echocardiographic System 

Sourcing reference number RE17202

 

Invitation to 

Quote 



 
 

Table of Contents 

Section  Content 

1   About UK Shared Business Services Ltd. 

2   About our Customer 

3   Working with UK Shared Business Services Ltd.  

4   Specification 

5   Evaluation model 

6   Evaluation questionnaire 

7   General Information 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Section 1 – About UK Shared Business Services  

Putting the business into shared services 

UK Shared Business Services Ltd (UK SBS) brings a commercial attitude to the public 
sector; helping our customers improve efficiency, generate savings and modernise. 

It is our vision to become the leading provider for our customers of shared business services 
in the UK public sector, continuously reducing cost and improving quality of business 
services for Government and the public sector. 

Our broad range of expert services is shared by our customers. This allows our customers 
the freedom to focus resources on core activities; innovating and transforming their own 
organisations.  

Core services include Procurement, Finance, Grants Admissions, Human Resources, 

Payroll, ISS, and Property Asset Management all underpinned by our Service Delivery and 
Contact Centre teams. 

UK SBS is a people rather than task focused business. It’s what makes us different to the 
traditional transactional shared services centre. What is more, being a not-for-profit 
organisation owned by its customers, UK SBS’ goals are aligned with the public sector and 
delivering best value for the UK taxpayer. 

UK Shared Business Services Ltd changed its name from RCUK Shared Services Centre 
Ltd in March 2013. 

Our Customers 

Growing from a foundation of supporting the Research Councils, 2012/13 saw Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) transition their procurement to UK SBS and Crown 
Commercial Services (CCS – previously Government Procurement Service) agree a 
Memorandum of Understanding with UK SBS to deliver two major procurement categories 
(construction and research) across Government. 

UK SBS currently manages £700m expenditure for its Customers. 

Our Customers who have access to our services and Contracts are detailed here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uksbs.co.uk/services/procure/contracts/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

Section 2 – About Our Customer  

Medical Research Council (MRC) 

The Medical Research Council is a publicly-funded organisation dedicated to improving 
human health.  
 
The organisation supports research across the entire spectrum of medical sciences, in 
universities and hospitals, in its own units, centres and institutes in the UK, and in our units 
in Africa.  

Supporting scientists 

 Around 5,700 research staff are supported by the MRC, either employed directly in 

our institutes and units or funded through grants and fellowships.  

 We spent £86m on training awards for postgraduate students and fellows in 2011/12, 

including those in the MRC’s own institutes and units.  

 At March 2012 there were around 1,900 MRC-funded PhD students and around 400 

MRC fellows in higher education institutes and MRC research establishments. 

Research examples 

 The benefits of MRC research have a national and global impact; from infections in 

Africa, stem cell advances that can potentially combat brain and heart diseases and 

improvements in the design of tests for treatments. As well as more and better 

healthcare, medical research can lead to wider impacts; many millions more lives 

saved, a vastly improved quality of life and hence a more productive workforce and 

economic benefits to nations.  

 MRC researchers have found markers for cancer cells that may help detect 

thousands of new cases of cancer a year. The markers are already part of an MRC-

developed device that screens for cancer of the oesophagus, are being trialled for 

cervical cancer screening and could potentially be used in a test for bowel cancer. 

 The NHS newborn hearing screening programme, introduced in 2002, improves the 

early detection of hearing impairment in babies, allowing earlier and more effective 

treatment for the 900 babies born each year in the UK with permanent hearing loss. 

 An estimated 73,000 adults are living with HIV in the UK, according to 2006 figures, 

but around a third of those people haven’t been diagnosed and don’t know they’re 

infected. Black and ethnic minority populations accounted for just over half of all 

7,000 new cases in 2006. Among many other aspects of HIV research, such as the 

molecular basis of the condition, treatments and diagnosis, MRC scientists are also 

researching social and behavioural factors.  

http://www.mrc.ac.uk 

http://www.mrc.ac.uk/


 

 

Section 3 - Working with UK Shared Business Services Ltd.  

In this section you will find details of your Procurement contact point and the timescales 

relating to this opportunity. 

 

Section 3 – Contact details 
 

3.1 Customer Name and address Medical Research Council 

Atlantic Boulevard 

Serrekunda 

The Gambia 

 

Delivery to UK freight forwarder 

3.2 Buyer name Jakob Kauusberg 

3.3 Buyer contact details Research.Tenders@uksbs.co.uk 

 

01793 867373 

3.4 Estimated value of the Opportunity £25,000-£30,000 (exclusive of VAT) 

3.5 Process for  the submission of  

clarifications and Bids 

All correspondence shall be submitted 

within the Emptoris e-sourcing tool.  

Guidance Notes to support the use of 

Emptoris is available here.  

Please note submission of a Bid to any 

email address including the Buyer will 

result in the Bid not being considered. 

 

 
Section 3 - Timescales 
 

3.6 Date of Issue of Contract Advert 

and location of original Advert 

Friday 19th of May 2017 

3.7 Latest date/time ITQ clarification 

questions should be received 

through Emptoris messaging 

system 

Thursday 25th of May 2017 
 
11:00 

3.8 Latest date/time ITQ clarification 

answers should be sent  to all 

potential Bidders by the Buyer 

through Emptoris 

Friday 26th of May 2017 
 
14:00 

3.9 Latest date/time ITQ Bid shall be  

submitted through Emptoris 

Wednesday 31st of May 2017 
 
11:00 

3.10 Anticipated rejection of 

unsuccessful Bids date 

Tuesday 6th of June 2017 
 

3.11 Anticipated Award date Tuesday 6th of June 2017 

mailto:Research.Tenders@uksbs.co.uk
http://www.uksbs.co.uk/services/procure/Pages/supplier.aspx


 

 

3.12 Anticipated Contract Start date Wednesday 7th of June 2017 

3.13 Bid Validity Period 60 Days 



 

 

Section 4 – Specification  

 

1 Description of Function 

1.1 A portable cardiovascular ultrasound machine used in diagnosis, management, and follow-
up of patients with any suspected or known heart diseases 

2 Operational Requirements 

2.1 Applications: The unit shall be capable in the following applications: 

 Abdominal 

 Women's Health Care (GYN & Breast) 

 OB 

 Foetal Echo 

 Vascular 

 TCD(Transcranial) 

 Small Parts (Breast, Thyroid, Testis) 

 MSK/Anaesthesia 

 Paediatrics 

 Echocardiography Adult 

 Interventional Cardiology 

 Echocardiography Paediatric 

 Echocardiography Neonate 

 Stress Echocardiography 

 Transoesophageal Echo Adult 

 Transoesophageal Echo Paediatric 

 Internal Medicine with Shared Service 

 Surgery 

 Interventional Radiology 

2.2 Imaging modes: 
The unit shall be capable of the following imaging modes: 

 2D 

 M mode 

 M-colour Flow Mode 

 Anatomical M-mode 

  Colour 

 Power Angio 

 Pulse Wave Doppler 

 SCW Doppler 

 Tissue Doppler (Velocity) Imaging 

 Stress Echo 

 Strain and Strain Rate (Cardiac) 

 B Flow 

 Contrast Imaging – Cardiac 

 Contrast Imaging - General Imaging   

2.3 Features: 
The unit shall be equipped with the following features: 

 Tissue Harmonic Imaging 

  Speckle Reduction (=SRI) 

 Auto Image Opt (B mode) 



 

 

 Auto Image Opt (Doppler) 

 Triplex Mode 

 Auto IMT 

 Automated B/M/D Measurement 

 Automated LH Measurement (Automated Function Imaging(AFI)) 

 Cardiac Motion Quantification (CMQ) or Auto EF (Ejection Fraction) 

 Live Dual (B/BC) Mode 

 Raw Data File 

 Flexible Report  

2.4 Transducers: 
The unit shall be able to accommodate the following transducers: 

 Convex (1~6Mhz) 

 Linear (3~12Mhz) 

 Linear (<9Mhz) 

  T or L shape Intra Operative 

 Phased Array Adult (1~5Mhz) 

 Phased Array Paediatric (3~8hz) 

 Phased Array Neonate (4~12Mhz) 

 ICE (Intracardiac Echo Cardiography) 

 TEE Adult (3-7Mhz) 

 TEE Paediatric (3~7Mhz) 

 Pencil CW (2Mhz) 

 Pencil CW (5 or 6Mhz)  

2.5 Connectivity: 
The unit  shall be capable of the following connectivity: 

 DICOM 3.0 

 DICOM SR Cardiac 

 DICOM SR Vascular 

 DICOM SR_OB/GYN 

 JPEG 

 WMV & AVI 

 USB 

 HDD/SDD 80GB DVD/CD RW 

 Wireless LAN  

2.6 Software package: 
The unit shall be supplied with a comprehensive clinical software package for viewing, 
analysing, and reporting of multi-dimensional echo, vascular and abdominal ultrasound 
images;  
The software shall provide basic and advanced viewing and quantitative analysis 
capabilities for 2D and multi-dimensional ultrasound parametric images from the multiple 
ultrasound scanners, as well as DICOM images from other ultrasound systems. 

3 Training and after-sales support 

3.1 Comprehensive user training for four (4) clinical staff in-country is a must. 

3.2 Manufacturer’s certified technical/factory training for two (2) in- house biomedical 
engineers abroad is a must and the cost shall be fully borne by supplier 

3.3 Supplier shall be authorized to provide technical support to Gambia.  

3.4 Supplier shall provide  evidence of manufacturer’s authorization for Technical support to 
Gambia 

4 Standards and Safety  

4.1 Should be FDA , CE,UL or BIS approved product 



 

 

4.2 Manufacturer/Supplier should have ISO certification for quality standards. 

4.3 Comprehensive warranty for a minimum of 1 year 

4.4 Should be compliant with IEC 61010-1:(or any international equivalent e.g. EN/UL 61010) 
covering safety requirements for electrical equipment for measurement control and 
laboratory use 

4.5 Attach original manufacturer’s product catalogue and specification sheet. Photocopy/ 
computer print will not be accepted. All technical data to be supported with original 
product data sheet. Please quote page number on compliance sheet as well as on technical 
bid corresponding to technical specifications 

5 Technical Specifications 

5.1 Shall have a monitor size (inch) of 15"LCD with resolution 1600*1200 and Image Size 
Resolution 800*600 

5.2 Shall have Trackball 

5.3 Shall have CP Back-Lighting 

5.4 Shall weigh not more than 11lbs(5kg) 

5.5 Shall have at least one Probe Port  

5.6 Shall be capable to operate on battery for up to 1 hr 

5.7 Shall have maximum Depth of Field to be 30cm and minimum Depth of Field of 0-2cm  

5.8 Shall have 18 x 24 mm paediatric cardiac probe with 2.0-5.0 MHz bandwidth and 900 field 
of view; offering 2D, harmonics, M-mode, Colour Doppler, PW & CW Doppler, Contrast 
Imaging, TVI, Tissue Tracking and TSI  

5.9 Shall have 15 x 21 mm neonate and paediatric cardiac probe with 3.5-8.0 MHz bandwidth 
and 900 field of view; offering 2D, harmonics, M-mode, Colour Doppler, PW & CW Doppler, 
TVI, Tissue Tracking and TSI 

6 System Configuration Accessories, spares and consumables 

6.1 System as specified- 

6.2 Shall be supplied with one (1) paediatric probe and one(1) paediatric & neonate probe as 
specified above 

6.3 Shall be supplied with start-up consumable kit at no extra cost 

6.4 Shall be supplied with comprehensive clinical software package for viewing, analysing, and 
reporting of multi-dimensional echo, vascular and abdominal ultrasound images. 

6.5 Shall be supplied on a cart (HCU) with Independent Steer & Lockable Wheels 

7 Environmental factors 

7.1 Shall meet IEC-60601-1-2:2001(Or Equivalent BIS) General Requirements of Safety for 
Electromagnetic Compatibility. Or should comply with 89/366/EEC; EMC directive. 

7.2 The unit shall be capable of being stored continuously in ambient temperature of 0 - 500 C 
and relative humidity of 15-90% 

7.3 Thu unit shall be capable of operating in ambient temperature of 20-30 0 C and relative 
humidity of less than 70% 

8 Power Supply 

8.1 Power input to be 220-240VAC(Single Phase),/50Hz as appropriate fitted with British plug 

9 Documentation 

9.1 User/Technical/Maintenance manuals to be supplied in English 

9.2 Certificate of calibration and inspection. 

9.3 List of Equipment available for providing calibration and routine maintenance support as 
per manufacturer documentation in service / technical manual. 

9.4 Log book with instruction for daily, weekly, monthly and quarterly maintenance checklist. 
The job description of the hospital technician and company service engineer should be 
clearly spelt out. 
 



 

 

 
Terms and Conditions 
 
Bidders are to note that any requested modifications to UK SBS Terms and Conditions on 
the grounds of statutory and legal matters only, shall be raised as a formal clarification during 
the permitted clarification period.  
 

 



 

 

Section 5 – Evaluation model  
 
The evaluation model below shall be used for this ITQ, which will be determined to two 
decimal places.    
 
Where a question is ‘for information only’ it will not be scored. 
 
The evaluation team may comprise staff from UK SBS, the Customer and any specific 
external stakeholders UK SBS deem required. After evaluation the scores will be finalised by 
performing a calculation to identify (at question level) the mean average of all evaluators 
(Example – a question is scored by three evaluators and judged as scoring 5, 5 and 6. 
These scores will be added together and divided by the number of evaluators to produce the 
final score of 5.33 (5+5+6 =16÷3 = 5.33) 
 

 
Pass / fail criteria 
 

Questionnaire Q No. Question subject 

Commercial SEL1.2 Employment breaches/ Equality 

Commercial FOI1.1 Freedom of Information Exemptions 

Commercial AW1.1  Form of Bid 

Commercial AW1.3  Certificate of Bona Fide Bid 

Commercial AW3.1 Validation check 

Commercial AW4.1  Contract Terms 

Price AW5.5  E Invoicing 

Price AW5.6 Implementation of E-Invoicing 

Quality AW6.1 Compliance to the Specification 

 

 
Scoring criteria 
 
 

Evaluation Justification Statement 
In consideration of this particular requirement UK SBS has decided to evaluate Potential 
Providers by adopting the weightings/scoring mechanism detailed within this ITQ. UK SBS 
considers these weightings to be in line with existing best practice for a requirement of this 
type.  
Questionnaire Q No. Question subject  Maximum Marks 

Price AW5.2  Price 100% 

 



 
 

 

Evaluation of criteria 
 

 
Non-Price elements  
 
Each question will be judged on a score from 0 to 100, which shall be subjected to a 
multiplier to reflect the percentage of the evaluation criteria allocated to that question. 
 
Where an evaluation criterion is worth 20% then the 0-100 score achieved will be multiplied 
by 20. 
 
Example if a Bidder scores 60 from the available 100 points this will equate to 12% by using 
the following calculation: Score/Total Points available multiplied by 20 (60/100 x 20 = 12) 
 
Where an evaluation criterion is worth 10% then the 0-100 score achieved will be multiplied 
by 10. 
 
Example if a Bidder scores 60 from the available 100 points this will equate to 6% by using 
the following calculation: Score/Total Points available multiplied by 10 (60/100 x 10 = 6) 
 
The same logic will be applied to groups of questions which equate to a single evaluation 
criterion. 
 
The 0-100 score shall be based on (unless otherwise stated within the question): 
 

0 The Question is not answered or the response is completely unacceptable.   

10 Extremely poor response – they have completely missed the point of the 
question. 

20  Very poor response and not wholly acceptable. Requires major revision to the 
response to make it acceptable.  Only partially answers the requirement, with 
major deficiencies and little relevant detail proposed. 

40  Poor response only partially satisfying the selection question requirements with 
deficiencies apparent.    Some useful evidence provided but response falls well 
short of expectations.  Low probability of being a capable supplier. 

60  Response is acceptable but remains basic and could have been expanded upon.  
Response is sufficient but does not inspire.   

80  Good response which describes their capabilities in detail which provides high 
levels of assurance consistent with a quality provider.   The response includes a 
full description of techniques and measurements currently employed. 

100 Response is exceptional and clearly demonstrates they are capable of meeting 
the requirement.  No significant weaknesses noted.  The response is compelling 
in its description of techniques and measurements currently employed, providing 
full assurance consistent with a quality provider. 

 
All questions will be scored based on the above mechanism. Please be aware that the final 
score returned may be different as there may be multiple evaluators and their individual 
scores will be averaged (mean) to determine your final score. 
 
Example  
Evaluator 1 scored your bid as 60  
Evaluator 2 scored your bid as 60  
Evaluator 3 scored your bid as 40  
Evaluator 4 scored your bid as 40 



 

 

Your final score will (60+60+40+40) ÷ 4 = 50  

Price elements will be judged on the following criteria. 
 
The lowest price for a response which meets the pass criteria shall score 100.   
All other bids shall be scored on a pro rata basis in relation to the lowest price. The score is 
then subject to a multiplier to reflect the percentage value of the price criterion. 
 
For example - Bid 1 £100,000 scores 100.  
Bid 2 £120,000 differential of £20,000 or 20% remove 20% from price scores 80  
Bid 3 £150,000 differential £50,000 remove 50% from price scores 50. 
Bid 4 £175,000 differential £75,000 remove 75% from price scores 25. 
Bid 5 £200,000 differential £100,000 remove 100% from price scores 0. 
Bid 6 £300,000 differential £200,000 remove 100% from price scores 0. 
Where the scoring criterion is worth 50% then the 0-100 score achieved will be multiplied by 
50. 
 
In the example if a supplier scores 80 from the available 100 points this will equate to 40% 
by using the following calculation: Score/Total Points multiplied by 50 (80/100 x 50 = 40) 
 
The lowest score possible is 0 even if the price submitted is more than 100% greater than 
the lowest price. 
 

 
Once the evaluation process and due diligence is complete, should the result of the process 
result in a tied place then the supplier who scored the highest total in the Price criterion 
AW5.2 shall be considered the successful supplier and shall be awarded the opportunity.   



 

 

Section 6 – Evaluation questionnaire  

 
Bidders should note that the evaluation questionnaire is located within the e-sourcing 
questionnaire. 
 
Guidance on completion of the questionnaire is available at 
http://www.uksbs.co.uk/services/procure/Pages/supplier.aspx 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE QUESTIONS ARE NOT NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY 

http://www.uksbs.co.uk/services/procure/Pages/supplier.aspx


 

 

 Section 7 – General Information  

 

 

What makes a good bid – some simple do’s   
 

 
DO: 
 
7.1 Do comply with Procurement document instructions.  Failure to do so may lead to 

disqualification. 
 
7.2 Do provide the Bid on time, and in the required format.  Remember that the date/time 

given for a response is the last date that it can be accepted; we are legally bound to 
disqualify late submissions. 

 
7.3 Do ensure you have read all the training materials to utilise e-sourcing tool prior to 

responding to this Bid.     If you send your Bid by email or post it will be rejected. 
 
7.4 Do use Microsoft Word, PowerPoint Excel 97-03 or compatible formats, or PDF 

unless agreed in writing by the Buyer.  If you use another file format without our 
written permission we may reject your Bid. 

 
7.5 Do ensure you utilise the Emptoris messaging system to raise any clarifications to 

our ITQ.  You should note that typically we will release the answer to the question to 
all bidders and where we suspect the question contains confidential information we 
may modify the content of the question to protect the anonymity of the Bidder or their 
proposed solution 

 
7.6  Do answer the question, it is not enough simply to cross-reference to a ‘policy’, web 

page or another part of your Bid, the evaluation team have limited time to assess 
bids and if they can’t find the answer, they can’t score it. 

 
7.7 Do consider who your customer is and what they want – a generic answer does not 
 necessarily meet every customer’s needs. 
 
7.8 Do reference your documents correctly, specifically where supporting documentation 

is requested e.g. referencing the question/s they apply to. 
 
7.9 Do provide clear and concise contact details; telephone numbers, e-mails and fax 
 details. 
 
7.10 Do complete all questions in the questionnaire or we may reject your Bid. 
 
7.11 Do check and recheck your Bid before dispatch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
What makes a good bid – some simple do not’s    
 
 
DO NOT 
 
7.12 Do not cut and paste from a previous document and forget to change the previous 

details such as the previous buyer’s name. 
 
7.13 Do not attach ‘glossy’ brochures that have not been requested, they will not be read 

unless we have asked for them.  Only send what has been requested and only send 
supplementary information if we have offered the opportunity so to do. 

 
7.14 Do not share the Procurement documents, they are confidential and should not be 

shared with anyone without the Buyers written permission. 
 
7.15 Do not seek to influence the procurement process by requesting meetings or 

contacting UK SBS or the Customer to discuss your Bid.  If your Bid requires 
clarification the Buyer will contact you. 

 
7.16 Do not contact any UK SBS staff or Customer staff without the Buyers written 
 permission or we may reject your Bid. 
 
7.17 Do not collude to fix or adjust the price or withdraw your Bid with another Party as we 

will reject your Bid. 
 
7.18 Do not offer UK SBS or Customer staff any inducement or we will reject your Bid. 
 
7.19 Do not seek changes to the Bid after responses have been submitted and the 

deadline for Bids to be submitted has passed. 
 
7.20 Do not cross reference answers to external websites or other parts of your Bid, the 

cross references and website links will not be considered. 
 
7.21 Do not exceed word counts, the additional words will not be considered. 
 
7.22 Do not make your Bid conditional on acceptance of your own Terms of Contract, as 

your Bid will be rejected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Some additional guidance notes   
 
 
7.23 All enquiries with respect to access to the e-sourcing tool and problems with 

functionality within the tool may be submitted to Crown Commercial Service 
(previously Government Procurement Service), Telephone 0345 010 3503. 

 
7.24 Bidders will be specifically advised where attachments are permissible to support a 

question response within the e-sourcing tool.   Where they are not permissible any 
attachments submitted will not be considered. 

 
7.25 Question numbering is not sequential and all questions which require submission are 

included in the Section 6 Evaluation Questionnaire. 
 
7.26 Any Contract offered may not guarantee any volume of work or any exclusivity of 

supply. 
 
7.27  We do not guarantee to award any Contract as a result of this procurement 
 
7.28  All documents issued or received in relation to this procurement shall be the property 

of UK SBS.  
 
7.29  We can amend any part of the procurement documents at any time prior to the latest 

date / time Bids shall be submitted through Emptoris. 
 
7.30 If you are a Consortium you must provide details of the Consortiums structure. 
 
7.31 Bidders will be expected to comply with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or your 

Bid will be rejected. 
 
7.32 Bidders should note the Government’s transparency agenda requires your Bid and any 

Contract entered into to be published on a designated, publicly searchable web site.  By 
submitting a response to this ITQ Bidders are agreeing that their Bid and Contract may 
be made public 

 
7.33 Your bid will be valid for 60 days or your Bid will be  rejected. 
 
7.34 Bidders may only amend the Contract terms if you can demonstrate there is a legal 

or statutory reason why you cannot accept them.  If you request changes to the 
Contract and UK SBS fail to accept your legal or statutory reason is reasonably 
justified we may reject your Bid. 

 
7.35 We will let you know the outcome of your Bid evaluation and where requested will 

provide a written debrief of the relative strengths and weaknesses of your Bid. 
 
7.36  If you fail mandatory pass / fail criteria we will reject your Bid. 
 
7.37 Bidders are required to use IE8, IE9, Chrome or Firefox in order to access the 

functionality of the Emptoris e-sourcing tool.   
 
7.38 Bidders should note that if they are successful with their proposal UK SBS reserves 

the right to ask additional compliancy checks prior to the award of any Contract.  In 



 

 

the event of a Bidder failing to meet one of the compliancy checks UK SBS may 
decline to proceed with the award of the Contract to the successful Bidder. 

 
7.39 All timescales are set using a 24 hour clock and are based on British Summer Time 

or Greenwich Mean Time, depending on which applies at the point when Date and 
Time Bids shall be submitted through Emptoris. 

 
7.40 All Central Government Departments and their Executive Agencies and Non 

Departmental Public Bodies are subject to control and reporting within Government. 
In particular, they report to the Cabinet Office and HM Treasury for all expenditure. 
Further, the Cabinet Office has a cross-Government role delivering overall 
Government policy on public procurement - including ensuring value for money and 
related aspects of good procurement practice.  

 
For these purposes, UK SBS may disclose within Government any of the Bidders 
documentation/information (including any that the Bidder considers to be confidential 
and/or commercially sensitive such as specific bid information) submitted by the 
Bidder to UK SBS during this Procurement. The information will not be disclosed 
outside Government. Bidders taking part in this ITQ consent to these terms as part of 
the competition process. 

 
7.41 From 2nd April 2014 the Government is introducing its new Government Security 

Classifications (GSC) classification scheme to replace the current Government 
Protective Marking System (GPMS). A key aspect of this is the reduction in the 
number of security classifications used.  All Bidders are encouraged to make 
themselves aware of the changes and identify any potential impacts in their Bid, as 
the protective marking and applicable protection of any material passed to, or 
generated by, you during the procurement process or pursuant to any Contract 
awarded to you as a result of this tender process will be subject to the new GSC from 
2nd April 2014. The link below to the Gov.uk website provides information on the new 
GSC:   

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-security-classifications  

 
UK SBS reserves the right to amend any security related term or condition of the 
draft contract accompanying this ITQ to reflect any changes introduced by the GSC. 
In particular where this ITQ is accompanied by any instructions on safeguarding 
classified information (e.g. a Security Aspects Letter) as a result of any changes 
stemming from the new GSC, whether in respect of the applicable protective marking 
scheme, specific protective markings given, the aspects to which any protective 
marking applies or otherwise. This may relate to the instructions on safeguarding 
classified information (e.g. a Security Aspects Letter) as they apply to the 
procurement as they apply to the procurement process and/or any contracts awarded 
to you as a result of the procurement process. 

 
USEFUL INFORMATION LINKS 
 

 Emptoris Training Guide 

 Emptoris e-sourcing tool 

 Contracts Finder 

 Tenders Electronic Daily 

 Equalities Act introduction 

 Bribery Act introduction 

 Freedom of information Act 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-security-classifications
http://www.uksbs.co.uk/services/procure/Pages/supplier.aspx
https://gpsesourcing.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sso/jsp/login.jsp
https://online.contractsfinder.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://ted.europa.eu/TED/main/HomePage.do
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/new-equality-act-guidance/equality-act-starter-kit/video-understanding-the-equality-act-2010/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bribery-act-2010-guidance
http://www.ico.org.uk/for_organisations/guidance_index/freedom_of_information_and_environmental_information

