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THE ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

DBE Badge and Star (Military)

General Description:
Badge consisting of

a) Top Ribbon Ring
b) Neck Ribbon attachment

¢) Crown
d) Cross consisting of
1) Cross

i) Centre Mount 1
i) Centre Mount 2
Star consisting of

e) Star
f) Pin
g) Domed Plate
h) ) Centre Mount 1
i) Centre Mount 2
Ribbon

i) Full Size Bow
j)  Miniature Neck Ribbon
Case

k) Outer Case
) Insert

These specifications are definitive.

Samples when requested must meet this specification within the tolerances allowed. Items that do
not conform will be rejected. All new dies to remain the property of the Royal Household. Dies to be
held in secure location to prevent unauthorised use.

The Central Chancery reserve the right to carry out random tests of materials used and where not
to specification these items shall be returned to the supplier and may result in any contract being
revoked.
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Top Ribbon Ring
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Diameter of Wire
Outside Diameter

of ring
Finish
Manufacture

Neck Ribbon
attachment
Material

Diameter of Wire
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Finish
Manufacture

Crown
Design
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Width
Height
Thickness
Manufacture

Finish
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Fitting 2)

Cross
Design

Width
Height
Thickness
Manufacture
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BADGE

Hallmark Quality Sterling Silver Gilt Wire.
2.00 mm +/- 0.10 mm.
15.25 mm +/- 0.20 mm.

Polished.

Ends of ring to be soldered together and the whole polished.
Attached to bow to allow hook soldered to ornamental piece
at the top of the Crown (b) to attach to the bow.

Hallmark Quality Sterling Silver Wire Gilt.

2.00 mm +/- 0.10 mm and 1.00 mm +/- 0.10 mm.
15.25 mm +/- 0.10 mm and 8.00 mm +/- 0.10 mm.
Polished.
Smaller ring to be soldered at join to larger ring at 90
degrees to allow the neck ribbon to pass through larger ring
and the badge to be attached to the smaller ring by means of
the hook attached to crown (c).

Imperial Crown.
Hallmark Quality Sterling Silver Gilt.
17.00 mm +/- 0.10 mm.
23.50 mm +/- 0.20 mm (includes tube fitting).

3.75 mm +/- 0.10 mm at thickest point.
Stamped flat back and clipped to shape with two pierced
holes above the cushion. Makers mark stamped to rear of
crown.
Polished highlights on front, fine sandblast on back.
Two hinge tubes in Hallmark Quality Sterling Silver gold
plated outside diameter 2.40 mm +/- 0.10 mm with fine
sandblast finish soldered at base of Crown on the reverse left
and right sides in recess.
Hook soldered to top of crown formed to give a circle at the
top and a hook at the back of the cross (see photograph)
through which the ribbon ring is slipped and also the neck
ribbon attachment. Outside diameter 5.50 mm width 3.80
mm length of hook 17.00 mm.

Four armed Fleur de Lys Cross.
Hallmark Quality Sterling Silver, exposed areas hard gold
plated to 1 micron.
63.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm.
63.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm.
3.30 mm +/- 0.10 mm 3.55 mm +/- 0.50 mm at arms when
enamelled.
Stamped in one double sided piece and cut to outer shape.
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Centre Mount 1
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Centre Mount 2
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Manufacture
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TOTAL FINISHED
WEIGHT OF BADGE

Star
Design
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Single tube hinge soldered to top of Cross. Centre Mount 1
and 2 fixed into centre of obverse. Centre of Cross to be
recessed to provide seating for Centre Mounts 1 and 2.
The four arms of the Cross to be vitreous enamelled in
transparent blue (WG Ball reference 7971). Enamel surface
to be slightly convex and free of impurities. Silver
background to the enamel to show clearly through the
enamel as a fine textured surface.

Depicts in the centre in relief a Crown and the Cypher of
King George V within a rope outer circle.

All bevelled edges of the Fleur de Lys should be dressed
clean and free from file marks. The reverse, including
bevelled edges, to be finely sandblasted.

A gold coloured circle with a red (A31) vitreous enamel
background with gold coloured lettering reading FOR GOD
AND THE EMPIRE.
90/10 Gilding metal gold plated.

4.25 mm +/- 0.05 mm including inner and outer retaining

lines which are 0.60 mm wide.

24.25 mm +/- 0.10 mm.
Stamped from Die, enamelled in red (A31) vitreous enamel
with lettering reading FOR GOD AND THE EMPIRE. The
circle is fixed to the Cross by means of a bezel. Background
to lettering to be finely stippled.
Reverse of the Mount to be constructed to provide suitable
location for fitting and fixing to the recess in the Cross and to
accept Centre Mount 2, when attached to the cross pins
should be used to secure between the diagonals of the cross
arms.
All parts polished.

Silver gilt disc centre to Centre Mount 1, depicting the
crowned effigies of King George V and Queen Mary.
Sterling silver, hard gold plated to 1 micron.

0.70 mm +/- 0.05 mm.
16.50 mm +/- 0.10 mm to fit assembly with Centre Mount 1.
Stamped from Die in sterling silver, solid centre. The disc is
fixed to the centre of the Cross by means of a bezel.
All parts polished.
49.00 grams +/- 1.00 grams.

STAR

An eight pointed star comprising four greater and four lesser
points.
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Hallmark quality sterling silver.
84.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm.
84.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm.

1.70 mm +/- 0.10 mm Measured at point of pyramids on
first row of three on greater arm.
Die struck flat back and sawn to shape, a pierced hole at the
bottom corner of each pyramid. Each such hole to be
diamond punched. The entire star then domed. The centre of
the star pierced to accept the bezel of Centre Mount 1.
Two oval domes soldered approx. 9.50 mm from top and
bottom points of star. Lower dome to have safety catch
soldered. Top dome to have two tubes soldered to form
hinge with top of pin. Domes to be of sterling silver and
measure 10.50 mm x 6.80 mm +/- 0.10 mm. Makers mark to
be struck on lower point of star.
Highly polished to rear of star, facets at front to be diamond
cut to give bright finish.

A straight wire pin, hinged at the top.
Stainless Steel wire and 90/10 gilding metal for hinge.
62.50 mm +/- 1.00 mm.

2.00 mm.
Hinge soldered to top rear of pin, the whole then hard gold
plated to 1 micron.
The pin must not be visible from the front of the star i.e.
should not protrude below the lower point of the star.

Domed circular plate.
Hallmark Quality Sterling Silver.
25.50 mm +/- 0.20 mm.

A gold coloured circle with a red (A31) vitreous enamel
background with gold coloured lettering reading FOR GOD
AND THE EMPIRE.
90/10 Gilding metal gold plated.

4.25 mm +/- 0.05 mm including inner and outer retaining

lines which are 0.60 mm wide.

24.25 mm +/- 0.10 mm.
Stamped from Die, enamelled in red (A31) vitreous enamel
with lettering reading FOR GOD AND THE EMPIRE. The
circle is fixed to the Cross by means of a bezel. Background
to lettering to be finely stippled. Reverse of the Mount to be
constructed to provide suitable location for fitting and fixing
to the recess in the Cross and to accept Centre Mount 2,
when attached to the cross pins should be used to secure
between the diagonals of the cross arms.
All parts polished.

Silver gilt disc centre to Centre Mount 1, depicting the
crowned effigies of King George V and Queen Mary.
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Material
Thickness
Diameter
Manufacture

Finish

FINISHED WEIGHT
OF STAR

Full Size Bow
Colour

Material

Width

Width of grey edges
Width of central stripe
Finished Length
Construction

Miniature width Neck
Ribbon
Colour

Material

Width

Width of grey edges
Width of central stripe
Finished Length
Construction

Outer Case
External Dimensions

Construction

Sterling silver, hard gold plated to 1 micron.

0.70 mm +/- 0.05 mm.
16.50 mm +/- 0.10 mm to fit assembly with Centre Mount 1.
Stamped from Die in sterling silver, solid centre. The disc is
fixed to the centre of the Cross by means of a bezel.
All parts polished.

40.50 grams +/- 1.00 grams.

RIBBONS

Rose pink (198C) with pearl grey (420C) edges and a pearl
grey central stripe.
65% nylon, 35% cotton mix.
44.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm.

2.50 mm.

1.60 mm.
100.00 mm.
Formed into bow and tails with a gold plated brooch fitting
with soldered joint and catch. Bottom 25.00 mm of tails to
be frayed and locked with a stitch to prevent further fraying.
Ribbon ring to be sewn to the central parting of the ribbon at
the rear and in front of the tails to allow the hook on the
crown to attach the badge to the ring.

Rose pink (198C) with pearl grey (420C) edges and a pearl
grey central stripe.
65% nylon, 35% cotton mix.
16.00 mm.

1.10 mm.

0.80 mm.
550.00 mm.
Hook and eye — one end with adjustable beckets (4) to allow
adjustment with hook. To be packed in Outer Case
underneath Insert.

CASE

230.00 mm x 118.00 mm x 50.00 mm. All measurements +/-
3.00 mm.

Wooden frame covered with black vinyl (Ubonga 5350).
Hinged side opening with two hinges with hinged brass
catch at side. The letters D.B.E. gold blocked Roman style
6.00 mm tall in one line lengthways in the centre of the
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Insert
Dimensions
Construction
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outside lid. MILy to be gold blocked in the same size and
style of font in the lower right hand corner of the case. The
entire printing to be read landscape. Two wooden runners on
the base to support Insert.

The inside of the lid to be padded covered in white satin and
bearing the manufacturers details (artwork for this to be
approved by CCOK prior to production). The inside of the
base and runners to be covered in white leatherette.

To fit inside Outer Case snugly on the runners.

To be padded and covered with cream velvet with slot to
accept brooch and miniature ribbon folded beneath the
block.
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