Leg Ulcer Patient Pathway
Exclusion Criteria 
· Actively healing wound of 0-4 weeks duration
· Any wound not on the lower limb
· Patients currently receiving active treatment with specialist services, ie Lymphoedema Service, Vascular, Podiatry
· Carcinoma of the lower limb
· Diabetic ankle and foot ulcers
· Patients previously deemed not appropriate for compression therapy

Inclusion Criteria					
· Any non-healing lower limb wound older than 4 weeks
· As above and to include patients with significant lower 
limb issues ie Varicose Eczema
· Patients with venous hypertension, and development 
of new ulceration
· Recurrence of previous venous ulceration


Referrer completes referral form to Tier 1 Service



Assessment appointment offered to patient.  Holistic lower limb assessment to include ABPI Doppler, assessment of the ulcer; examination of the leg; assessment of risk factors

Referral clinically triaged prior to being added to waiting list
· Those triaged appropriate for service will be offered an assessment appointment
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Those triaged as not appropriate – referrer will be notified with any recommendations and signposting


Not suitable for compression therapy
· Patient/referrer notified of assessment results
· Appropriate referrals made to specialist services
· If wound care is required a Wound Treatment Plan will be emailed to the patient’s practice

Patients suitable for compression therapy
· Patient admitted to Tier 1 service
· Patients provided with a clinic appointment schedule, and treated in a clinic
· All patient will be reviewed at week 4 of treatment and place on the appropriate clinical pathway
· Tier 1 patients who evidence continued healing with compression therapy at week 4
· Tier 2 patients who do not evidence continued healing despite compression therapy at week 4
· For housebound patients the Community Nursing Service will provide compression therapy. Support and reviewed by the Tier 1 Service




Tier 2
· Tier 1 service to give 2 weeks notice of intended last Tier 1 clinic appointment
· Referral to Tier 2 service, including wound treatment plan for ongoing care on Tier 2 pathway
· To ensure continuity of care and safe care transfer, within the 2 week notice period, the Tier 2 service will confirm the first patient appointment for compression bandaging
· Appropriate referrals to specialist services will be made by the Tier 1 service prior to transfer of care

Tier 1
· Continued Tier 1 clinic treatments until healed
· Patient fitted with compression hosiery or velcro device to prevent recurrence
· Health promotion, and lower limb exercises to prevent recurrence
· Follow up review in clinic at 4 weeks
· Patient discharged from service
· Referrer notified of healed status and discharged from Tier 1 service
· 6-12 monthly ABPI Doppler Ultrasound and hosiery renewal to be delivered by patient’s practice



