








 

 

 
   
 

THE SPECIFICATION, INCLUDING PROJECT TIMETABLE  

AND EVALUATION OF TENDERS 

 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

The Food Standards Agency is an independent Government department working across England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland to protect public health and consumers wider interest in food.  We make 
sure food is safe and what it says it is.  

  

The Agency is committed to openness, transparency and equality of treatment to all suppliers. As 
well as these principles, for science projects the final project report will be published on the Food 
Standards Agency website (www.food.gov.uk ). For science projects we will encourage contractors 
to publish their work in peer reviewed scientific publications wherever possible. Also, in line with the 
Government’s Transparency Agenda which aims to encourage more open access to data held by 
government, the Agency is developing a policy on the release of underpinning data from all of its 
science- and evidence-gathering projects.  Data should be made freely available in an accessible 
format, as fully and as promptly as possible. Consideration should be given to data management as 
new contracts are being negotiated. Resource implications for this should be taken into account. The 
mechanism for publishing underpinning data should allow the widest opportunity for to enable its re-
use. Where possible, underpinning data should be included in the final project report. Where data 
are included in the final report in pdf format, they should also be published separately in a format that 
can be used for further analysis. Large data sets can be provided separately in an annex to the 
report, and published, where possible, alongside the final report online. Where it is more appropriate 
to publish underpinning data in an existing database, archive, repository or other community 
resource, or for data to be saved in a specialist proprietary format, information will be provided on 
how the data can be accessed. There will be some circumstances where release of data may need 
to be restricted or anonymised for reasons of commercial and/or personal sensitivities. 

 

A. THE SPECIFICATION  

Background  
 

1. Our programme of radiological work consists of two areas:  
 

a. Radiological Sampling and Analysis FS102066S (this tender)  
 

b. Radioactivity in Food and Environment (RIFE) Reporting FS102066R (not part of this 
tender)  

 
2. The aim of this tender is to appoint a contractor for sampling and radiological analysis of 

foods in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The data generated will be part of the 
RIFE (Radioactivity in Food and Environment) report.  
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The Specification  
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

  
 
Sample collection  
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Sample collection form and documentation  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 





 

 

 
   
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

Preservation of samples  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 









 

 

 
   
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

           
  

 
Data reporting  
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
Database  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
  

 
Results letters to sample providers  



 

 

 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Provision of results for inclusion in RIFE report  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

Data Protection  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

Technical support and training  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Emergencies and exceptional incidents  
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Costing proposals  
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Annex 2: Sampling Definitions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A.2.1 Terrestrial Food Sources  
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Annex 4:  Indicative annual schedule summary 
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