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Important Notice

All references in this ITT to the Authority include, where appropriate and unless the context otherwise requires, references to the Authority’s predecessors and successor(s).

The Information has been prepared to assist interested parties in deciding whether or not to submit a Response in relation to the procurement. It does not purport to be all-inclusive or to contain all of the information that a Tenderer may require. Any descriptions of existing and proposed contractual arrangements are of a general nature only. Where the Information describes any contractual arrangements which are not yet in force, those arrangements are subject to change. Any reference to a contract or other document is qualified in full by reference to the entire terms of the contract or document to which reference is made.

The issue of this ITT in no way commits the Authority to award the contract to any person or party. The Authority reserves the right to terminate the competition, to award a contract without prior notice, to change the basis, the procedures and the timescales set out or referred to in this ITT, or to reject any or all Responses and to terminate discussions with any or all Tenderers at any time. Nothing in this ITT should be interpreted as a commitment by the Authority to award a Contract to a Tenderer.

The Authority does not make any representation or warranty (express or implied) as to the accuracy, reasonableness or completeness of the Information. All such persons or entities expressly disclaim any and all liability (other than in respect of fraudulent misrepresentation) based on or relating to any such information or representations or warranties (express or implied) contained in, or errors or omissions from, this document or based on or relating to the recipient’s use, or the use by any of its subsidiaries or the respective representatives of any of them, in the course of its or their evaluation of the  service or any other decision. In the absence of express written warranties or representations as referred to below, the Information shall not form the basis of any agreements or arrangements entered into in connection with this procurement.

The Information has been provided in good faith and all reasonable endeavours have been made, and will be made, to inform you of the requirements of the Authority. However, the Information does not purport to be comprehensive or to have been independently verified. You should form your own conclusions about the methods and resources needed to meet these requirements. In particular, neither the Authority nor any of its advisers accept responsibility for representations, writings, negotiations or understandings in connection with this procurement made by the Authority (whether directly or by its agents or representatives), except in respect of any fraudulent misrepresentation made by it. Tenderers are expected to carry out their own checks for verification.

The only information which will have any legal effect and / or upon which any person may rely will be such information (if any) as has been specifically and expressly represented and / or warranted in the Contract or other relevant agreements entered into at the same time as the Contract is entered into or becomes unconditional.

Subject always to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, Tenderers considering entering a contractual relationship with the Authority should make their own investigations and enquiries as to the Authority's requirements beforehand. The subject matter of this ITT shall only have any contractual effect when it is incorporated into the expressed terms of an executed contract.

The issue of this ITT is not to be construed as a commitment by the Authority to enter into a contract as a result of this procurement process. Any expenditure, work or effort undertaken prior to the execution of a Contract is accordingly a matter solely for the commercial judgement of the Tenderer. The Authority reserves the right to withdraw from the  procurement at any time or to re-invite Responses on the same or any alternative basis.

Nothing in this ITT shall constitute legal, financial or tax advice. This ITT is not a recommendation by the Authority, nor any other person, to bid for, enter into or agree to enter into any contract in connection with this  procurement, nor to acquire shares in the capital of any company that is to carry out any part of the service or in any parent company of that company. In considering any investment in the shares of any company or in bidding for the award of the service, each Tenderer, potential contractor, funder and investor should make its own independent assessment and seek its own professional financial, taxation, insurance and legal advice and conduct its own investigations into the opportunity of being awarded a contract in relation to this procurement and of the legal, financial, taxation and other consequences of entering into contractual arrangements in connection with this the  procurement.

This ITT and the Information is confidential.

This ITT is subject to copyright. Neither this ITT, nor the Information, nor any other information supplied in connection with it, may, except with the prior written consent of the Authority, be published, reproduced, copied, distributed or disclosed to any person, nor used for any purpose other than consideration by each Tenderer of whether or not to submit a Response.

The Authority reserves the right at any time to issue further supplementary instructions and updates and amendments to the instructions and Information contained in this ITT as it shall in its absolute discretion think fit.

The Authority will not be responsible for the costs or expenses of any Tenderer in relation to any matter referred to in this ITT howsoever incurred, including the evaluation of the service opportunity, the award, or any proposal for the award of the contract or negotiation of the associated contractual agreements.

Each Tenderer's acceptance of delivery of this ITT constitutes its agreement to and acceptance of the terms set out in this Important Notice.
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SECTION 1: TENDER PARTICULARS 

GLOSSARY

Unless the context otherwise requires, the following words and expressions used within this Invitation to Tender (except Appendix B: Authority’s Conditions of Contract) have the following meanings (to be interpreted in the singular or plural as the context requires):

	TERM
	MEANING

	“Authority”
	the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs acting as part of the Crown.

	“Bravo”
	the e-Tendering system used by the Authority for conducting this procurement, which can be found at http://defra.bravosolution.co.uk

	“Contract” 
	the contract (set out in Appendix B) to be entered into by the Authority and the successful Tenderer.

	“EIR”
	the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (as amended) together with any guidance and/or codes of practice issued by the Information Commissioner or any Government Department in relation to those Regulations. 

	“FOIA”
	the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (as amended) and any subordinate legislation made under that Act together with any guidance and/or codes of practice issued by the Information Commissioner or any Government Department in relation to that legislation.

	“Information”
	means the information contained in the ITT or sent with it, and any information which has been made available to the Tenderer by the Authority, its employees, agents or advisers in connection with the [insert name of lot] procurement.

	 “ITT”
	this invitation to tender and all related documents published by the Authority and made available to Tenderers.

	“Pricing Schedule”
	the form accessed via Bravo in which Tenderers are required to submit their pricing information as part of a Tender.

	“Regulations”
	the Public Contracts Regulations 2015.

	“Response”
	means the information submitted in response to the ITT via the online response forms on Bravo including the Tenderer’s formal Tender.

	 “Tender”
	a formal tender in response to this ITT.

	“Tenderer”
	anyone responding to this ITT and, where the context requires, includes a potential tenderer.

	“Timetable”
	the timetable set out in Part 2 of this Section. 


References to a “Section” and to an “Appendix” are references to a section and to an appendix in the ITT. 
Reference to a statute or statutory provision is a reference to such statute or statutory provision as amended or re-enacted. A reference to a statute or statutory provision includes any subordinate legislation made under that statute or statutory provision, as amended or re-enacted.
PART 1: GENERAL

1.1 1.1
The Authorities Environmental Land Management Directorate, is looking for suppliers to identify and collate agricultural and ecological data relating to the building blocks (outlined in detail in the technical specification Section 3 in this document). 
1.2
This procurement is being carried out in accordance with the Public Contract Regulations (PCR 2015) ,to develop a contract to commence in December 2020 and conclude in March 2021. 
1.3
The Authority is using Bravo for this procurement which means the ITT and the forms for submitting a Tender are only available in electronic form. It can be accessed via your web browser at http://defra.bravosolution.co.uk. 
1.4
Tenderers are required to submit their Tender in accordance with the instructions set out in Bravo and the ITT.
1.5
The information contained in the ITT is designed to ensure that all Tenders are given equal and fair consideration. It is important that Tenderers provide all the information asked for in the format and order specified so that the Authority can make an informed decision.

1.6
Tenderers should read the ITT carefully before submitting a Tender. It sets out:
•
the Timetable and process for the procurement;

•
sufficient information to allow Tenderers to submit a compliant Tender;

•
award criteria and evaluation criteria which will be used to assess the Tenders; and

•
the administrative arrangements for the receipt of Tenders.

1.7
Tenderers are responsible for ensuring that they understand the requirements for this procurement. If any information is unclear, or it a Tenderer considers that insufficient information has been provided, they should raise a query via the clarification process described in clause 3.13.

1.8 Tenderers are responsible for ensuring they have submitted a complete and accurate Tender and that prices quoted are arithmetically correct for the units stated.

1.9 Failure to comply with the instructions set out in the ITT or the provision of false, inaccurate or misleading information (at any stage of this procurement) may result in the Tenderer’s exclusion from this procurement.
1.10 If there is any conflict between the information set out in the ITT and the information displayed in Bravo, the information in the ITT shall take precedence over the information displayed in Bravo.
1.11 The copyright in the ITT is vested in the Crown and may not be reproduced, copied or stored in any medium without the prior written consent of the Authority, The ITT, and any document issued as a supplement to it, are and shall remain the property of the Crown and must be returned upon demand.

PART 2: PROPOSED TIMETABLE AND ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

2.1

The Timetable below is subject to change by the Authority and Tenderers will be informed accordingly.
	Publish advertisement for the procurement
	 
	6th November 2020

	Deadline for clarification questions
	Date
	20th November 2020

	
	Time
	17:00 Hours

	Site visits 
	 
	Not Used

	Deadline for Tenders 
	Date
	27th November 2020

	
	Time
	12:00 Hours

	Evaluation of Tenders 
	Start
	27th November 2020

	
	End
	4th December 2020

	Contract Award Notice
	 
	10th December 2020

	Pre-Award Meeting
	 
	16th December 2020

	Voluntary standstill period
	Start
	N/A

	
	End
	N/A

	Contract award
	 
	17th December 2020

	Contract start date
	 
	18th December 2020

	Transition period 
	 
	N/A

	Service commencement date  
	 
	18th December 2020

	Duration of Contract
	 
	4 Months

	Extension Period  
	 
	N/A


PART 3: COMPLETION OF TENDER

3.1
By submitting a Tender, Tenderers agree:

•
to be bound by the ITT; and

•
that if the Authority accepts the Tender in writing, the Tenderer will execute the Contract in the form set out in Appendix B or in such amended form as may be agreed in writing by the Authority.

3.2
The Authority may terminate or amend the procurement or the ITT at any time.  Any such termination or amendment will be notified in writing to all Tenderers. In order to give Tenderers reasonable time in which to take an amendment into account in preparing their Tenders, the Authority may, at its discretion, extend the deadline for Tenders.

3.3
Unless otherwise stated in the ITT or in writing by the Authority, all communications from Tenderers (including Tenderers’ sub-contractors, consortium members, consultants and advisers) during the procurement must be made using Bravo. The Authority will not respond to communications made by other means and Tenderers should not rely on communications from the Authority unless they are made through Bravo.

Submission of Tenders

3.4
Tenderers must complete all parts of the Tender form in Bravo in accordance with the instructions therein. 

3.5 Tenderers should print off the Form of Tender which must be signed by an authorised signatory. The signed Form of Tender must be uploaded and submitted via Bravo as part of a Tender in accordance with the instructions in Bravo.  

3.6 The Tender and any documents accompanying it must be in English.
3.7 Prices must be submitted in £ Sterling exclusive of VAT.

3.8 Tenders will be checked for completeness and compliance with the requirements of the ITT and only compliant Tenders will be evaluated. 

3.9 Tenderers must be explicit and comprehensive in their Tender as, this will be the single source of information used to score and rank Tenders. The Authority will take into account only information which is specifically asked for in the ITT.

3.10 Where a length of response is stipulated, for example, a word count limit, only the information within the set limit will be evaluated.

3.11 Failure to provide the information required or supply documents referred to in the Tender within the deadline for Tenders may result in rejection of the Tender.

3.12 Tenderers should avoid reference to general marketing or promotional information/material (except where this is specifically required by the relevant question). General marketing or promotional brochures may not be accepted where these are not deemed to be specifically relevant to the question.

3.13 Different persons may be responsible for evaluating different responses to questions in a Tender. Therefore, Tenderers should not cross-refer to answers given elsewhere in a Tender but should answer each question so that it forms a stand-alone response. This may mean Tenderers need to repeat certain information in response to different questions if this is required by those questions.

Clarifications sought by Tenderers

3.13
Any request for clarification regarding the ITT should be submitted at the earliest opportunity via Bravo and in any event no later than the deadline for clarifications set out in the Timetable. The Authority is under no obligation to respond to queries raised after the clarification deadline.

3.14
The Authority will respond to all reasonable clarifications as soon as possible but cannot guarantee a minimum response time. The Authority will publish all clarifications and its responses to all Tenderers other than in exceptional circumstances.

3.15
If a Tenderer believes that a request for clarification is commercially sensitive or that publishing the same together with the Authority’s response as set out above would reveal information, disclosure of which would be detrimental to the Tenderer, it should clearly state this when submitting the clarification request.  However, if the Authority considers either that:
· the clarification and response is not commercially sensitive; and/or
· all Tenderers may benefit from its disclosure,


the Authority will notify the Tenderer of this (via Bravo), and the Tenderer will have an opportunity to withdraw the request for clarification. If the request for clarification is not withdrawn within 48 hours of the Authority’s notification, the Authority may publish the clarification request and its response to all Tenderers and the Authority shall not be liable to the Tenderer for any consequences of such publication.

3.16 The Authority may not respond to a request for clarification or publish it where the Authority considers that the response may prejudice the Authority’s commercial interests. In such circumstances, the Authority will inform the Tenderer of its view.

Changes to Tenders 

3.17
Tenderers may modify their Tenders prior to the deadline for Tenders. No Tenders may be modified after the deadline for Tenders. 

3.18
Tenderers may withdraw their Tenders at any time by submitting a notice via Bravo. Unless withdrawn, Tenders shall remain valid and open to acceptance by the Authority for 120 days from the deadline for Tenders.   

Receipt of Tenders

3.19
Tenders must be uploaded onto Bravo no later than the time and date set out in the Timetable as the deadline for Tenders. The Authority will not consider Tenders received after the deadline. The Authority may, however, at its own discretion, extend the deadline and in such circumstances the Authority will notify all Tenderers of any change.

3.20
If a Tenderer experiences problems when uploading its Tender, it should contact the Bravo helpdesk for assistance and also inform the Authority.  

Acceptance of Tenders

3.21
By issuing the ITT, communicating with a Tenderer or a Tenderer’s representative or agents or any other communication in respect of this procurement, the Authority shall not be bound to accept any Tender or award any contract.

Costs of Tendering

3.22
Tenderers shall bear all their own costs and expenses incurred in the preparation and submission of their Tenders, site visits and presentations and the Authority will in no case be responsible or liable for those costs, regardless of the outcome of the procurement in relation to individual Tenders, even if the procurement is terminated or amended by the Authority.

Clarifications sought by the Authority

3.23
The Authority reserves the right (but is not obliged) to seek clarification of any aspect of a Tender and/or provide additional information during the evaluation phase in order to carry out a fair evaluation. Failure to respond adequately may result in the Tender being rejected.
3.24
Tenderers must give the names of two people in their organisation who can answer the Authority’s clarification questions. The Authority will not contact any other persons. Tenderers must notify the Authority promptly of any changes.
Confidentiality of the ITT and related documents

3.25 The contents of the ITT and of any other documents and information published or provided by the Authority in respect of this procurement are provided on condition that they remain the property of the Authority, are kept confidential (save in so far as they are already in the public domain) and that the Tenderer shall take all necessary precautions to ensure that they remain confidential and are not disclosed, save as described below.

3.26 Tenderers may disclose information relating to the procurement to their advisers and sub-contractors in the following circumstances:
· disclosure is for the purpose of enabling a Tender to be submitted and the recipient of the information undertakes in writing to keep it confidential on the same terms as the Tenderer;
· the Authority gives prior consent in writing to the disclosure;
· the disclosure is made for the purpose of obtaining legal advice in relation to the procurement; or
· the Tenderer is legally required to disclose the information.

3.27 Tenderers shall not undertake any publicity activities in relation to the ITT without the prior written agreement of the Authority, including agreement on the format and content of any publicity.  For example, no statements may be made to the media regarding the nature of any Tender, its contents or any proposals relating to it without the prior written consent of the Authority.
3.28 All Central Government Departments, their Executive Agencies and Non Departmental Public Bodies are subject to control and reporting within Government. In particular, they report to the Cabinet Office and HM Treasury for all expenditure. Further the Cabinet Office has a cross-Government role delivering overall Government policy on public procurement, including ensuring value for money and related aspects of good procurement practice.

3.29 For these purposes, the Authority may disclose within Government any of the Tenderer’s documents and information (including any that the Tenderer considers to be confidential and/or commercially sensitive) provided in its Tender. The information will not be disclosed outside Government during the procurement. Tenderers consent to these terms as part of the procurement.

Confidentiality: References and third party evaluators:

3.30 When providing details of contracts as part of a Tender, Tenderers agree to waive any contractual or other confidentiality rights and obligations associated with these contracts.

3.31 The Authority may contact any named customer contact given as a reference or otherwise referred to as part of a Tender (and including any contacts or references given as part of the Tenderer’s PQQ response). The named customer contact does not owe the Authority any duty of care or have any legal liability, except for any deceitful or maliciously false statements of fact. 

3.32 Subject to clauses 3.35 to 3.39 the Authority confirms that it will keep confidential and will not disclose to any third parties any information obtained from a named customer contact, other than to the Cabinet Office and/or contracting authorities defined by the Regulations.
3.33 The Authority may use third parties in the course of its evaluation of Tenders. The Authority may disclose information contained therein to such third parties for the purposes of the Authority’s evaluation of Tenders in accordance with the ITT. This right shall be in addition to the provisions of clauses 3.28, 3.29 and 3.34 to 3.38.

Commercially sensitive information and Freedom of Information

3.34 In accordance with the obligations placed on public authorities by the FOIA and the EIR, which provide a public right of access to information held by public bodies, the Authority may disclose information submitted to the Authority by the Tenderer.

3.35 If the Tenderer considers any information which it supplies to be commercially sensitive or confidential it should complete the schedule of Commercially Sensitive Information set out in Bravo and:
· clearly identify such information as confidential or commercially sensitive;
· explain the potential implications of disclosure of such information; and
· provide an estimate of the period of time during which the Tenderer believes that such information will remain confidential or commercially sensitive.

3.36 Where a Tenderer identifies information as confidential and/or commercially sensitive, the Authority will endeavour to maintain the confidentiality of that information, and will, where practicable, consult with the Tenderer before information relating to that Tenderer is disclosed pursuant to a request for information under FOIA and/or EIR to establish whether an exemption from disclosure may apply. 
3.37 However, even where information is identified as being confidential or commercially sensitive, there may be circumstances in which the Authority may be required to disclose such information in accordance with the FOIA or the EIR (in addition to any other transparency obligations as set out in clauses 3.29 and 3.30). In particular, the Authority is required to form an independent judgment concerning whether the information is exempt from disclosure under the FOIA or the EIR and whether the public interest favours disclosure or not. Accordingly, the Authority cannot guarantee that any information marked “confidential” or “commercially sensitive” will not be disclosed and accepts no liability for any loss or prejudice caused by the disclosure of information.

3.38 If a Tenderer receives a request for information relating to this procurement under the FOIA or the EIR during the procurement, this should be immediately passed on to the Authority and the Tenderer should not respond to the request without first consulting the Authority.

Disclaimers

3.39
Whilst the information in the ITT and supporting documents have been prepared in good faith the Authority does not warrant that it is comprehensive or that it has been independently verified.

3.40
Neither the Authority nor its respective advisors, directors, officers, members, partners, employees, other staff or agents:

•
makes any representation or warranty (express or implied) as to the accuracy, reasonableness or completeness of the ITT or of any other written or oral communication transmitted (or otherwise made available) to any Tenderer;

•
accepts any liability for the information contained in the ITT or in any other written or oral communication transmitted (or otherwise made available) to any Tenderer, or for the fairness, accuracy or completeness of that information; or

•
shall be liable for any loss or damage (other than in respect of fraudulent misrepresentation) arising as a result of reliance on such information or any subsequent communication.

Any party considering entering into contractual relationships with the Authority following receipt of the ITT should make its own investigations and independent assessment of the Authority and its requirements for the goods and/or services and should seek its own professional financial and legal advice.

3.41
Neither the issue of the ITT nor any of the information presented in it should be regarded as a commitment or representation on the part of the Authority to enter into a contractual arrangement. Nothing in the ITT or in any other communication made between the Authority and any other party should be interpreted as constituting a contract, agreement or representation between the Authority and any other party (save for a formal award of contract made in writing) or as constituting a contract, agreement or representation that a contract shall be offered.

Canvassing

3.42
Any Tenderer which directly or indirectly canvasses any officer, member, employee, or agent of the Authority or its members or any other relevant body or any of its officers or members concerning the Contract or this procurement which directly or indirectly obtains or attempts to obtain information from any such officer, member, employee or agent concerning any other Tenderer or Tender will be excluded from this procurement and its Tender rejected.

3.43
The Tenderer shall not make contact with any employee, agent or consultant of the Authority which is in any way connected with this procurement during this procurement, unless instructed otherwise by the Authority.

Conflicts of Interest

3.44 The concept of a conflict of interest includes any situation where relevant staff members of the Authority, involved in this procurement have, directly or indirectly, a financial, economic or other personal interest which might be perceived to compromise their impartiality and independence in the context of the procurement procedure and/or affect the integrity of the contract award. 

3.45 If the Tenderer is aware of any circumstances giving rise to a conflict of interest or has any indication that a conflict of interest exists or may arise you should inform the Authority of this as soon as possible (whether before or after they have submitted a Tender). Tenderers should remain alert to the possibility of conflicts of interest arising at all stages of the procurement and should update the Authority if any new circumstances or information arises, or there are any changes to information already provided to the Authority. Failure to do so, and/or to properly manage any conflicts of interest may result in a Tender being rejected. 

3.46 Provided that it has been carried out in a transparent manner, routine pre-market engagement carried out by the Authority should not represent a conflict of interest for the Tenderer.
Changes to a Tenderer’s Circumstances

3.47
The Authority may:

•
reject a Tender if there is a subsequent change of identity, control, financial standing which may affect the Authority’s evaluation of the Tender;

•
revisit information contained in a Tender at any time to take account of subsequent changes to a Tenderer’s circumstances; or

•
at any point during the procurement require a Tenderer to certify there has been no material change to information submitted in its Tender and in the absence of such certificate, reject the Tender.

Sub-Contracting
3.48 Where the Tenderer proposes to use one or more sub-contractors to deliver some or all of the contract requirements, all information requested in the Tender should be given in respect of the prime contractor and a separate appendix should be used to provide details of the proposed bidding model that includes:

· members of the supply chain;

· the percentage of work being delivered by each sub-contractor; and

· the key contract deliverables each sub-contractor will be responsible for

3.49 The Authority recognises that arrangements in relation to sub-contracting may be subject to future change, and may not be finalised until a later date. However, Tenderers should note that where information provided to the Authority indicates that sub-contractors are to play a significant role in delivering key contract requirements, any changes to those sub-contracting arrangements may affect the ability of the Tenderer to proceed with the procurement process or to provide the supplies and/or services required. If the proposed supply chain changes at any time after submission of its Tender, the Tenderer should inform the Authority immediately via Bravo. The Authority may deselect the Tenderer prior to any award of contract, based on an assessment of the updated information.
Pricing

3.50
Prices must be submitted in £ Sterling exclusive of VAT.

3.51
The Contract is to be awarded as a fixed price which will be paid according to the deliverables stated in the Specification of Requirements.

3.52
The Pricing Schedule sets out the minimum level of pricing information required for the Tender. The Authority may request a detailed breakdown of any Tender.

Notification of Award and Standstill

3.53
Not Used
TUPE 

3.54
Tenderers should determine whether or not they believe the Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006 (TUPE) applies to this procurement. Notwithstanding this, Tenderers will note that it is the Authority’s view that TUPE is not likely to apply if this procurement results in a contract being awarded, although the Authority is not liable for this opinion. The Authority will wish to satisfy itself that Tenders are responsibly calculated and take full account of any likely TUPE obligations.

3.55
If Tenderers have a contrary view to that of the Authority on the applicability of TUPE they should advise the Authority, giving reasons, prior to the deadline for Tenders.

TUPE Information for submission of a Tender 

Not Required.
PART 4: GOVERNMENT POLICY IN RELATION TO TRANSPARENCY
4.1
Tenderers should be aware that the Government has set out the need for greater transparency in public sector procurement. Tenderers should note that if they are awarded a Contract, the tender documents and Contract will be published on the Contracts Finder website https://www.gov.uk/contracts-finder. In some circumstances, limited redactions may be made to some contracts before they are published.      

PART 5: ARMED FORCES COVENANT

5.1
The Armed Forces Covenant is a public sector pledge from Government, businesses, charities and organisations to demonstrate their support for the armed forces community. The Covenant was brought in under the Armed Forces Act 2011 to recognise that the whole nation has a moral obligation to redress the disadvantages the armed forces community face in comparison to other citizens, and recognise sacrifices made.

5.2
The Covenant’s 2 principles are that:

· the armed forces community should not face disadvantages when compared to other citizens in the provision of public and commercial services; and

· special consideration is appropriate in some cases, especially for those who have given most such as the injured and the bereaved.

The Authority encourages all Tenderers, and their suppliers, to sign the Corporate Covenant, declaring their support for the Armed Forces community by displaying the values and behaviours set out therein.
5.3 

Guidance on the various ways you can demonstrate your support through the Armed Forces Corporate Covenant is provided in Appendix D.

5.4 
If you wish to register your support you can provide a point of contact for your company on this issue to the Armed Forces Covenant Team at the address below, so that the MOD can alert you to any events or initiatives in which you may wish to participate. The Covenant Team can also provide any information you require in addition to that included on the website.

Email address: covenant-mailbox@mod.uk

Address: Armed Forces Covenant Team

Zone D, 6th Floor, Ministry of Defence,

Main Building, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2HB

5.5 
Paragraphs 5.1 – 5.4 above are not a condition of working with the Authority now or in the future, nor will this issue form any part of the tender evaluation, contract award procedure or any resulting contract. However, the Authority very much hopes you will want to provide your support.
SECTION 2: EVALUATION
Evaluation comprises the stages set out in the table below. More information on evaluation criteria is set out in Bravo 

	Stage
	Section Reference
	Evaluation Criteria
	Question Scoring/ Weighting (%)

	Stage 1 
	Form of Tender
	This stage is not scored but if you do not upload a complete, signed and dated Form of Tender in accordance with the instructions in Bravo, your Tender will be rejected as non-compliant.


	Pass/Fail

	Stage 2


	Organisation and Contact Details
	This stage is not scored but you will be eliminated from the procurement if the information is not provided in full.
	Pass/Fail 

	Stage 3
	Grounds for Mandatory Rejection 
	This stage is not scored but if you answer “Yes” to any of the questions the Authority will reject your Tender.
	Pass/Fail. 



	Stage 4
	Grounds for Discretionary Rejection
	This stage is not scored but if you answer “Yes” to any of the questions the Authority may reject your Tender.
	Pass/Fail. 



	Stage 5


	Financial & Economic Standing 


	This stage is not scored but you may be eliminated from the procurement if the Authority believes your organisation does not have the financial resources to provide the goods/services required.
	Pass/Fail 



	Stage 6


	Past Performance 
	This stage is not scored but you may be eliminated from the procurement if the information is not provided in full or if your past performance has not been satisfactory.


	Pass/Fail

	Stage 7


	Technical & Professional Ability – Project Specific Requirements) (Technical Questionnaire) 
	This stage will be evaluated in accordance with the criteria set out in the Technical Questionnaire. 

Some requirements are mandatory and if you cannot provide them your Tender may be rejected.


	Score Pass/Fail

	Stage 8
	Site Visits
	This stage will be evaluated in accordance with the criteria set out in the Technical Questionnaire. 


	N/A

	Stage 9
	Interview/Presentations
	This stage will be evaluated in accordance with the criteria set out in the Technical Questionnaire. 


	N/A

	Stage 10
	Pricing Schedule
	Prices will be evaluated in accordance with criteria set out in the Pricing Schedule.

	Scored


	Stage 11
	Final score 
	If you pass stages 1 to 6 your Tender will be evaluated in stages 7 to 10 

The final score is calculated as follows:  

80.0% is made up of the total of Stage 7

20.0% is made up from Stage 10 

The most economically advantageous Tender will be the Tender with the highest final score.


1.1
Tenders will be evaluated on quality and price using the evaluation criteria set out in Bravo to determine which Tender is the most economically advantageous. The Authority will award the Contract to the Tenderer which submits the most economically advantageous tender which will be the highest scoring Tender after the weightings in clause 1.3 are applied.    

1.2
Each question will be scored separately and no reference will be made between the questions.  

1.3
To ensure that the relative importance of both sets of criteria is correctly reflected in the overall score, a weighting system will be applied to the evaluation:  

· the total quality scores awarded will form 80.0% of the final score;
· The score awarded for price will form 20.0% of the final score.

1.4
Each scoring question in the quality evaluation is given a weighting to indicate the relative importance of that question in the overall quality score. Weightings for quality scores are provided with the evaluation criteria and are detailed on Bravo for each question in the response form. The evaluation criteria for price are set out in the Pricing Schedule.
1.5
Evaluation of Tenders will be undertaken by a panel appointed by the Authority. Each panel member will first undertake an independent evaluation of the Tenders applying the relevant evaluation criteria for each question. Then, a moderation meeting will be held at which the evaluation panel will reach a consensus on the marking of each question.
	Score
	Justification

	For a score of hundred (100):  
	Excellent - Response is completely relevant and excellent overall.  The response is comprehensive, unambiguous and demonstrates a thorough understanding of the requirement and provides details of how the requirement will be met in full.

	For a score of seventy (70):  
	Good - Response is relevant and good.  The response demonstrates a good understanding and provides details on how the requirements will be fulfilled. 

	For a score of fifty (50):  
	Acceptable - Response is relevant and acceptable.  The response provides sufficient evidence to fulfil basic requirements.

	For a score of twenty (20):  
	Poor - Response is partially relevant and/or poor.  The response addresses some elements of the requirements but contains insufficient / limited detail or explanation to demonstrate how the requirement will be fulfilled.

	For a score of zero (0):  
	Unacceptable - Nil or inadequate response.  Fails to demonstrate an ability to meet the requirement.


Weighting 

1.6      The weighting and maximum marks available for the price will be 20% and will be awarded to the Tenderer with the lowest tender price. The remaining Tenderers will receive marks on a pro rata basis from the lowest to the highest price. The calculation used is the following:

Score = Lowest Tender Price x 20 (Maximum available marks)

               Tender Price    


For example, if three tender responses are received and Tenderer A has quoted £30,000 as their total price, Tenderer B has quoted £50,000 and Tenderer C has quoted £60,000 then the calculation will be as follows:

· Tenderer A Score = £30,000/£30,000 x 20% (Maximum available marks) = 20% 

· Tenderer B Score = £30,000/£50,000 x 20% = 12% 

· Tenderer C Score = £30,000/£60,000 x 20% = 10%
1.7    The weighting and maximum marks available for the quality will be 80.0% and will be awarded to the Tenderer with the highest overall score. The remaining Tenderers will receive marks on a pro rata basis from the highest to the lowest score. The calculation used is the following:

            Marks = Quality Score x 80.0 % (Maximum available marks)

                           Highest Quality Score    

           For example, if three Tender Responses are received and Tenderer A has a total weighted quality score of 75, Tenderer B has a score of 70, and Tenderer C has a score of 60, then the calculation will be as follows: 

· Tenderer A Score = 75.0/75.0 x 80.0 % (Maximum available marks) = 80.0%

· Tenderer B Score = 70.0/75.0 x 80.0 % (Maximum available marks) = 74.66%

· Tenderer C Score = 60.0/75.0 x 80.0 % (Maximum available marks) = 64.0%

Site visits 

1.8
Not Used.

Interviews/Presentations 

1.9
Not Used.

SECTION 3: SPECIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS
This Section sets out the Authority’s requirements.
Building Blocks Specification 

1. Project scope and aims
Defra’s Environmental Land Management scheme will need to calculate payment rates for farmers, foresters and other land managers undertaking environmental activities. This requires new data and the development of evidence based-assumptions on income from agricultural activities and additional costs incurred by farmers, foresters and other land managers. 

These will form what this specification refers to as the ‘building blocks’ of the payment rate calculation. A desk-based exercise is required to collate the necessary data, forecast the values, and provide clear documentation of sources and assumptions on how these values were arrived at. 

2. What we want to achieve

To calculate payments rates for the 2024 environmental land management scheme, we want to build an in-house payments model, with complete transparency in payment calculations and the ability to refine them as the scheme develops. The building blocks data will ensure that payments rates are an accurate and up-to-date reflection of the income foregone and costs incurred by land managers for undertaking environmental activities. 

To do this, we need to update the building blocks from the Countryside Stewardship payment rates from 2013, which are now out of date. We also need new evidence consistent with current market data and forecasted for an appropriate period. 
We also want to improve and enhance our understanding of the data and underpinning assumptions sitting behind the building blocks, so that these can be used optimally in setting the final payment rates. 

3. Background
The environmental land management scheme will be the cornerstone of Defra’s new agricultural policy for England. It is founded on the principle of ‘public money for public goods’. The core aim of the scheme is to deliver environmental benefits, paying farmers, foresters and other land managers for interventions and actions that improve and enhance our environment, or for maintaining current land management practices that secure environmental public goods. 

The public goods the environmental land management scheme will pay for include: 

· clean and plentiful water 

· clean air 

· protection from and mitigation of environmental hazards 

· mitigation of and adaptation to climate change 

· thriving plants and wildlife 

· beauty, heritage and engagement 

Given the market does not adequately reward the delivery of environmental public goods, the environmental land management scheme will be an effective way for government to intervene and utilise public funding to deliver them. Defra wants widespread participation in the scheme to ensure the delivery of its environmental objectives. Providing the right level of payment to participants will be critical to this. The environmental land management scheme payments are therefore exploring how best to balance providing a fair payment to farmers and ensuring delivery of environmental objectives, against maximising value for money and respecting our international obligations.

A range of methods to calculate payments for the environmental land management scheme are being considered, and for certain components of the scheme it may be most appropriate to base payment rates on the income foregone and costs incurred. However, to secure sufficient participation in the environmental land management scheme, payment rates may need to take a more flexible approach than under existing schemes  

To determine payment rates, we require information on the operations of different farming enterprises (in units per hectare, meter or item) and how they change when up taking specific agri-environment schemes. We also require the pound per unit values for the farm costs and enterprise gross margins, to be applied to that information in the calculation. The last significant costing of the building blocks/ capital items was in 2013 for Countryside Stewardship Scheme. Since that time, the cost of labour, materials and machinery has changed. 
With the introduction of a new scheme it is important to have up-to-date building blocks that are reflective of the cost to land managers. Therefore, this contract is required to update the per unit values used in the calculation of the payment rates, and to update the values of the standalone capital items previously used in capital grants. 

4. Objectives
The main objective of this project is for Defra to have an excel spreadsheet containing the building blocks as set out in the technical specification:
· ‘Base systems’ assumptions: the proportion of enterprises that make up typical farming systems in England. 

· Gross margins for agricultural commodities, with ranges where requested.

· Fixed costs (labour and machinery) relating to different agricultural activities.

· Additional costs associated with Agri-environment scheme activities.

To ensure these building blocks can be accurately and consistently updated over time, the successful supplier will need to deliver the building blocks as set out below:

· Clear documentation and transparency in the evidence used to calculate each of the building blocks, with every value linked back to its data source(s).

· Detailed explanation of any assumptions used in the construction of the values, and a corresponding assessment of the degree of uncertainty for each value.

· Values forecasted to an appropriate period for the environmental land management scheme. Early in the project we will require agreement on what this period should be- the initial assumption is the period 2024-2029. Any forecasting models or assumptions used will need to be delivered as part of this project, so Defra has the ability to revisit or update forecasts as necessary in the future. 

Project outputs will need to be in an excel spreadsheet, with data and assumptions presented in rows. A written report summarising the outputs, process and methodology will be required as well as teach-ins on technical aspects as necessary.

As the environmental land management scheme is still in development, it is likely there will be more data we require in the next financial year to develop the new costs involved in the actions for the new environmental objectives. 

5. Proposed Methods
This project will require the contractor to identify and collate agricultural and ecological data relating to the building blocks (outlined in detail in the technical specification section in this document). They will then need to use the necessary expertise to form assumptions and forecast values. 

A working group consisting of Defra representatives will be established and will review project milestones, deliverables and key stages along the contract, to ensure work is fit for the purpose. Please note that members of the working group may be subject to change. The working group will meet the successful contractor shortly after completion of the tender process to agree a project plan. This plan will need to set out:

· Timelines, milestones and outputs of the project

· Engagement with and role of the working group

· Methodology for data collection and generating assumptions

· Approach to quality assurance throughout the project

The successful contractor will also need to work closely with Natural England who historically have overseen the development of payment calculations in previous Agri-Environment Schemes.

6. Expertise required
Due to the nature of this project, a high level of expertise and experience on agriculture in England is desired. It is essential that the contractor has good knowledge of the landscape of farming systems in England, the costs and revenues involved, and the assumptions behind them. This knowledge and experience is important for the contractor to be able to make expert judgement backed by robust evidence in providing building blocks representative of typical farming systems. 

A working knowledge of ecological practices and costs associated with them is also required. This contract will be focused around the objectives of countryside stewardship listed below
, and a full list of the values required and the details behind them is provided in the technical specification and Annexes:

· Conservation and restoration of wildlife habitats and woodland

· Flood risk management

· Reducing widespread water pollution from agriculture

· Keeping the character of the countryside and preserving historical features in the landscape

· Encouraging educational access

7. Proposed timelines
	Project Milestone
	Detail
	Dates

	Project inception meeting
	Meeting to discuss the proposed approach to the project.

As a minimum this meeting will need to cover:

· Methodology for collection of data

· The function of the project working group and frequency of meeting

· Approach to resolving project issues.

· Expectations for the 4 payment points

· Format, template and structure of outputs

· Approach to quality assurance throughout the project
	Week commencing 14th December

	Project Plan 


	A project plan is required to be sent to the Defra project lead, following commissioning and the inception meeting between Defra and the successful tenderer.

This is intended to provide a refined (if necessary) and justified methodology beyond the original proposal; detailed risk register; and project timeline as agreed in the inception meeting.
	Week ending 18th December

	Working group meeting 1
	Update working group on data collection and progress against requirements.

Highlight emerging issues or risks to delivery.
	Week commencing 11th January 2021

	Interim report 

Approach 


	Interim report on findings; Defra to review the approach and format of outputs.

Expectations and priorities for this interim report will be agreed with the contractor in the inception meeting. 
	Week commencing 25thJanuary

	Working group meeting 2
	Update working group on data collection and progress against requirements.

Highlight emerging issues or risks to delivery.

Opportunity for Defra to build technical understanding of the data/assumptions built.
	Week commencing 1st February

	Draft report and outputs
	Draft final report and outputs provided to Defra for review.
	w/c 1st March 2021

	Working group meeting 3
	Teach in on the project, methodology and outputs. 

Q&A on draft report.
	w/c 8th March 2021

	Final report and outputs
	Final reports delivered to Defra following review by Defra and an independent verifier.


	March 26th 2021


8. Reporting Requirements
The successful contractor must produce an excel spreadsheet which details robust values for all items on our list in accordance with the objectives above. For each unit value developed there should be a detailed explanation of any assumptions made, an assessment of degree of uncertainty for each value and a recommendation on how and when the value should be updated in the future.

A project plan will need to be produced by the successful contractor and agreed by the working group. The working group will also agree when to convene in anticipation of reviewing outputs from the project milestones.

Please note that should you be successful you will be required to seek approval in advance from the Defra Project Officer of any press release, presentation or publication related to this project until the final report is published; sufficient time should be allowed for this. There will also be a delay between the project end date and publication of the final report while Defra quality assurance processes, possibly including independent peer review, are carried out. After publication of the final report, it would be good practice to keep the Defra Project Officer informed of any further use of data and/or findings from the project.
9. Payment Methods
Payment will be received at the end of each payment point, as set out in the table of milestones below, following satisfactory quality assurance of the agreed outputs. 

	Project Milestone
	Detail
	Dates

	Project inception meeting
	Meeting to discuss the proposed approach to the project.

As a minimum this meeting will need to cover:

· Methodology for collection of data

· The function of the project working group and frequency of meeting

· Approach to resolving project issues.

· Expectations for the 4 payment points

· Format, template and structure of outputs

· Approach to quality assurance throughout the project
	Week commencing 14th December

	Project Plan 


	A project plan is required to be sent to the Defra project lead, following commissioning and the inception meeting between Defra and the successful tenderer.

This is intended to provide a refined (if necessary) and justified methodology beyond the original proposal; detailed risk register; and project timeline as agreed in the inception meeting.


	Week ending 18th December

	Working group meeting 1
	Update working group on data collection and progress against requirements.

Highlight emerging issues or risks to delivery.


	Week commencing 11th January 2021

	Payment Point 1

Interim report 

Approach 

33.3% payment
	Interim report on findings; Defra to review the approach and format of outputs.

Expectations and priorities for this interim report will be agreed with the contractor in the inception meeting.
	Week commencing 25thJanuary

	Working group meeting 2
	Update working group on data collection and progress against requirements.

Highlight emerging issues or risks to delivery.

Opportunity for Defra to build technical understanding of the data/assumptions built.
	Week commencing 1st February

	Payment Point 2

Draft report and outputs

33.3% payment
	Draft final report and outputs provided to Defra for review.


	w/c 1st March 2021

	Working group meeting 3
	Teach in on the project, methodology and outputs. 

Q&A on draft report.


	w/c 8th March 2021

	Payment Point 3

Final report and outputs


33.3% payment
	Final reports delivered to Defra following review by Defra and an independent verifier.


	March 26th 2021


Technical Specification 

10.  Methodology

Information sources 

All figures will need to be supported by information referenced to reputable and industry recognised sources. 

All the data will need to be itemised in sufficient detail to allow the data to be:

· independently reviewed and quality assured by a third party appointed by Defra, 

· used and possibly adjusted or varied by Defra for the purposes of calculating income forgone for the environmental land management scheme  actions, for delivery or modelling simulations,

· updated in future years of the environmental land management scheme when it is deemed appropriate to do so.

Structure of Output

This work is expected to require the contractor to identify and collate agricultural and ecological data relating to the building blocks (outlined in detail in the Annex). They will then need to use the necessary expertise to form assumptions and forecast the values. Project outputs will need to be in an excel spreadsheet with data and assumptions presented in rows, and clearly traceable formulae as necessary.

Inflation 

The project requires anticipated costs and prices that are competitive for 2024-29, meaning an inflation factor will be required for most items. There are areas of agricultural business where the costs of inputs do not follow a close inflationary line. Therefore, flexibility will be allowed in the deviation from published inflation data such as the Retail Price Index (RPI), National Wage Inflation, and Agricultural Price Index data. Inflation data used needs to be clearly sourced and any deviations from the standard sources explained.   

The baseline values will be provided for the most recent year of data (2019), along with the forecast for an appropriate period for the environmental land management scheme (likely the period 2024-29). Any forecasting models or assumptions used will need to be delivered as part of this project. This is to allow for quality assurance, and potential adjustments after the implications of Covid-19 and Brexit become clearer on agricultural costs and prices. 

11.  Enterprise Data

Enterprise Gross Margins 

Fully itemised gross margin data and interest on working capital are required, relating to all the livestock (including forage) and arable enterprises which are typical of farming systems in England. This should include but not be limited to the list of enterprises in Annex 1.

The assumptions on which figures have been produced must be justified, explained and referenced. 

· For livestock
 this includes systems information such as the breed type, age, lambing or calving percentage
, mortality, replacement rates etc. It is important to include the evidence to back up assumptions on the effect of changes in fertiliser use and grazing intensity on the system of production chosen. 

· For arable, general cropping and horticulture enterprises an input programme for each crop must be made explicit to show the make-up of the costs and the agronomic assumptions used i.e. for cereal gross margins the input programme will cover rates for all fertilisers, herbicides, fungicides, insecticides, molluscides, growth regulators, contractors etc. as appropriate. 
· Commodity price and input cost forecasting must be supported by evidence from reputable sources and trend analysis, as appropriate. This forecast should cover the world, European, and UK situation.

Organic Farms: 

Parallel data sets are required for both ‘conventional’ and organic enterprises for enterprises the contractor identifies as key for the representation the organic farming systems in England.  Assumptions on which figures have been produced must also be justified, explained and referenced for organics in the same way as above. 

Range in Enterprise Gross Margins:

In addition to the typical enterprise gross margins, ranges for each value are also required for the enterprises highlighted in Annex 1. For each of these enterprises a detailed ranges of gross margins is required for different levels of performance, in deciles where possible, and quartiles if data is not available. 

The assumptions on which figures have been produced must be justified, explained and referenced for each of the additional values. This is to promote clarity and a greater understanding, to allow comparison of what's driving the differences.

Forage Costs

Forage costs (typically seeds, fertilisers, sprays and miscellaneous cost expressed on an annual basis) for ley grassland and permanent pasture are to be presented for annual fertiliser nitrogen applications ranging from 0 to 250 kg N per hectare in steps of 50 kg N per ha. This assumes no change in fertiliser phosphate or potash but may include permitted levels of organic manures based on normative assumptions.  The data should allow for an appropriate balance of grazing and conservation. In each case a calculation of interest on working capital should accompany the forage cost calculation.

A stock carrying capacity to include grazing and conservation, expressed in GLU/ha, for each of these fertiliser N bands should be identified and based on Average Grass Growth areas as defined in the 2020 Nutrient Management Guide (RB209) published by AHDB.

Information will also be required on stock carrying capacity in the total absence of all inorganic fertilisers. 

A gross margin for forage maize is also required.  The calculation should include costs for precision drilling and harvesting by contractor.

Interest on working capital (IOWC)

A calculation of interest on working capital is required for each enterprise, and for forage costs.  The interest rate used should be justified on the basis of the expected rate to be paid by a typical farmer on borrowed money in the ‘medium term’ i.e. projected into the same time period as the other budget items.

12.  Base System Assumptions

This contract also requires information on ‘base systems assumptions’; these are the proportion of enterprises in the section above that make up typical farming systems in England. These assumptions need to show the enterprise mixes and the stocking rates or percentage yields for each of those enterprises that represent what is ‘typical’ for the different farm types listed below. They are to be devised using national averages and be expressed on a per hectare basis. Please note that the lists below are not exhaustive and any additional (or further division of) farming systems that are relevant to agricultural land use in England will be most welcome. 

For livestock systems the assumptions are required to state the mixture of livestock units expressed via stocking rates in GLU/ha, for the following systems: 

· Specialist pigs (outdoor reared) 

· Specialist poultry (outdoor reared)

· LFA Dairy 

· Lowland Dairy 

· LFA specialist sheep

· LFA specialist beef

· LFA mixed grazing livestock 

· Lowland specialist sheep

· Lowland specialist beef

· Lowland mixed grazing livestock 

· Permanent pasture livestock

· Conservation grazing with Hardy Ponies

· Silvo-pastural/ Agroforestry system

The livestock systems are required to be linked to forage enterprises, with assumptions made on the different rotations for different levels of fertiliser use. Matched to what is needed for the given stocking rates of the livestock enterprises.

For arable systems the in-field assumptions are required to state the percentage rotations of different cereals and crop types and the percentage yields of those crops, for the following systems:

· Arable crop rotations 

· Spring sown rotations 

· Autumn sown rotations

· Horticultural Crops
· Field scale vegetables 

· Top Fruit (including vineyards)

· Soft fruit  

· Nursery Stock
· Flowers and Ornamental Plants (outdoor)
In addition to the in-field assumptions, the field margin assumptions are also required. These are to be represented by the reduction of percentage yields for the enterprises at the field margins in comparison to the in-field system. 

Organic Farms:

Alternative Base system assumptions are also required for these farm types to represent the ‘typical’ organic farming systems. The successful contractor will need to identify the most prevalent organic farming systems in England, and the different proportions of enterprises they include.

Additional Data for Arable Assumptions:

In addition the assumptions above, the impact of the following constraints on the production of combinable crops must be quantified: 
1. Yield reduction on headlands areas compared to the field average for all combinable crops.

2. Yield reduction arising from boundary (e.g. hedge shading) for all combinable crops.

3. Yield reduction from no fertiliser application. 

13.  Cost Data

In all cases, the detail behind the calculations must be provided and referenced to appropriate sources. As with the gross margin data costs will be projected forward to 2024/29. This will involve taking account of likely wage and cost inflation generally. This will include a projection of fuel costs. 

Machinery and Operational Costs 

Additional information is needed on the marginal changes in other fixed costs associated with scheme participation.  These costs typically encompass labour and machinery and the changes need to reflect the typical scale of the options taken up under the environmental land management scheme.  Thus machinery cost changes will need to include marginal changes in repairs and fuel use for all the machines concerned but generally, because of the small scale of the changes involved, this will exclude changes in depreciation, insurance and finance costs.  

Marginal costs for the operations listed at Annex 2 are required. The costs will be needed to be broken down into discrete sub-components: machine costs, fuel costs, labour costs for each action, to be provided on a per hour or hectare basis (as specified), with any assumptions clearly stated.

Identifying an appropriate size and age of machinery is important for estimating costs. For farmer owned and operated equipment, the calculation of cost should be based on equipment typically in use on arable farms of between and on grassland farms (of a national average size). Work rates will be those appropriate to the size machines and field sizes that are appropriate.  In making these calculations due regard will need to be taken of the typical life and annual usage of the machines concerned.

Contractor costs: 

Contractor costs including the labour element will be required for a number of operations as specified in Annex 2.  The costs should normally be based on those of typical contractors operating in the non-LFA areas of the country and where there is a significant difference for costs in the LFA these should be identified

Labour 

It is important for assumptions of labour rates to be clear and consistent. Labour costs will need to reflect the marginal cost changes implied by relatively small changes in hours required and not the full cost of employing labour. 

Much of the labour input on English farms is provided by family labour, and this needs to be incorporated into the calculation.  The relative use of employed and family labour is expected to vary between lowland and hill and upland farms and therefore these will need to be treated separately.

In addition, typical hourly costs are required for: 

· Agent time

· Casual labour

· Consultant time 

· Contract labour

· On-farm manual labour 

· Management time input by, typically, a farmer.

· Veterinarian time

Additional cost data

A detailed list of additional cost data required is found in Annex 3, along with the units for which they are to be provided. For any of these costs given on a per hectare basis, they will need to be broken down into discrete sub-components with all the details as to how those £/ha value is reached provided.

· Seeds and seed mixtures- cost in £ per hectare (for provided kg/ha and % seed mixes)

· Livestock production and management costs- per unit costs broken down into appropriate subcategories, e.g. by equipment costs, fuel costs, labour costs for each action 

· Crop production and management costs-  per unit costs broken down into appropriate subcategories, e.g. by equipment costs, fuel costs, labour costs for each action

· Organic production- £/t and £/MJ kg DM

· Agrochemical and Weed Control- £/unit and units/ha for list agro-chemicals in appendix, and per unit costs broken down into appropriate subcategories, e.g. by equipment costs, fuel costs, labour costs for various actions

· Water and Soil Management- per unit costs broken down into appropriate subcategories, e.g. by equipment costs, fuel costs, labour costs for each action

The items that have been listed in Annex 3 are based on current understanding of the key items representative of farming and agri-environmental operations in England. The contractor will be required to verify they are the correct items that are relevant, especially with regard to the agrochemical/weed control items and seed mixtures. 

Capital Items 

Costs are required for the provision of individual items that are used to complete capital investments.  The costs should relate to England and be based on the quantities typically purchased by farmers.  A list of the items for which costs are required are listed at Annex 4. Costs will be evidenced against current pricing and adjusted for any anticipated inflation in these prices to 2024/29.

Whole Farm Cost of Management (WFCM) Data:

Breakdown of the different component fixed costs for LFA/upland farms, for the whole farm holding. These are the costs not associated with any marginal changes in activity, but in the day to day running costs associated with farming in these areas. The fixed costs are to be provided in the form of national averages on a £/ha basis, with those that are considered essential or mandatory for the business operations stated as such.

The fixed cost are to be provided for the different types of LFA grazing livestock farms listed below, and be consistent with the base systems assumptions produced for these farm type in the section above:

· LFA specialist sheep
· LFA specialist beef

· LFA mixed grazing livestock 

Annexes

14.  Annex 1: Enterprise Gross Margins 
Gross margins for livestock enterprise in £/head:

	
	Typical
	Range  in performance

	Gross margins for cattle in £/head

	Dairy cows – Holstein
	(
	(

	Dairy cows  - Channel Island
	(
	(

	Dairy replacements – Holstein
	(
	(

	Lowland autumn calving suckler cows
	(
	(

	Lowland spring calving suckler cows
	(
	(

	Suckler cow replacements
	(
	(

	18 to 20 month beef from dairy bred calves
	(
	(

	Winter finishing of autumn born suckled calves
	(
	(

	Spring finishing of strong stores
	(
	(

	Winter finishing of strong stores 
	(
	(

	Grass finished spring born suckled calves
	(
	(

	Hardy native breeds on the hill producing stores
	(
	(

	Finishing progeny (stores) from hardy native breeds
	(
	(

	Gross margins for sheep in £/head

	Lowland spring lamb production
	(
	(

	Lowland Ewes
	(
	(

	Store lamb finishing in the lowlands
	(
	(

	Gross margins for upland livestock in £/head

	LFA autumn calving suckler cows
	(
	(

	LFA spring calving suckler cows
	(
	(

	Upland breeding ewe
	(
	(

	Hill store lamb production from self-contained flock
	(
	(

	Other livestock gross margins in £/head

	Deer
	(
	(

	Hardy Ponies
	(
	(

	Breeding and rearing pigs (outdoor)
	(
	(

	Feeding pigs (outdoor)
	(
	(

	Mixed pigs (outdoor) 
	(
	(

	Egg production (free range) 
	(
	(

	Rearing pullets 
	(
	(

	Broilers  
	(
	(


Gross margins for arable crop enterprises in £/ha:

	
	Typical
	Range  in performance

	Winter Wheat (1st)- feed
	(
	(

	Winter Wheat (1st)- bread
	(
	(

	Winter Wheat (1st)- biscuit
	(
	(

	Winter Wheat (2nd)- feed
	(
	(

	Winter Wheat (2nd)- bread
	(
	(

	Winter Wheat (2nd)- biscuit
	(
	(

	Spring wheat- bread
	(
	(

	Winter Barley- feed
	(
	(

	Winter Barley- malting
	(
	(

	Spring Barley- feed
	(
	(

	Spring Barley- malting
	(
	(

	Winter Oats
	(
	(

	Winter Oilseed Rape
	(
	(

	Spring Oilseed Rape
	(
	(

	Winter Beans
	(
	(

	Spring Beans
	(
	(

	Spring Beans- quality 
	(
	(

	Spring Peas
	(
	(

	Spring Beans- quality
	(
	(

	Spring Linseed
	(
	(

	Winter Linseed
	(
	(

	Undersown spring barley (inc grass/clover mix)
	(
	(

	Triticale
	(
	(

	Rye
	(
	(

	Grain maize
	(
	(

	Lupins
	(
	(

	Linseed
	(
	(

	Hemp
	(
	(

	Hops
	(
	(

	Borage
	(
	(

	Herbage seed (grass and clover)
	(
	(


Gross margins for horticultural crop enterprises in £/ha:

	
	Typical
	Range  in performance

	Horticultural Crops- Field scale vegetables 
	(
	(

	Potatoes
	(
	(

	Sugar beet
	(
	(

	Horticultural Crops- Top Fruit 
	(
	(

	Apples
	(
	(

	Vineyards
	(
	(

	Horticultural Crops- soft fruit
	(
	(

	Nursery Stock
	(
	(

	Flowers and Ornamental Plants
	(
	(


(Horticultural enterprise gross margins should not be limited to this list. Any individual enterprises that are included in the base system assumptions and typical to England farming operations are also required. The enterprises listed here are examples) 
15.  Annex 2: Machinery and Labour Operations 
All figures to include marginal machinery and labour costs per hectare unless otherwise stated. And with clear breakdown of the assumptions used to get to the £/ha or £/hour costs.  

	Individual machines at £/hour
	Farmer owned
	Contractor

	Track layer of c. 250 kw operating at 75% of full power
	(
	

	4 wd tractor of c. 150 kw operating at 100%, 75%, 50% and 25% of full power
	(
	

	4 wd tractor of c.80 kw operating at 100%, 75%, 50% and 25% of full power
	(
	

	Telescopic materials handler operating at 75% of full power
	(
	

	Chain saw 
	(
	

	Quad bike
	(
	


	Individual operations at £/hectare unless otherwise stated
	Farmer owned
	Contractor

	Bale carting round bales
	(
	(

	Bale carting small bales
	(
	(

	Bale wrapping
	(
	(

	Baling large square bales  (1.2m x 0.7m)
	(
	(

	Baling round bales
	(
	(

	Baling small bales
	(
	(

	Big bale silage making
	(
	

	Brush harvesting seeds in species rich grassland
	

(
	(

	Cambridge rolling
	(
	(

	Cereal crop drilling
	(
	(

	Chain harrowing
	(
	(

	Combining
	(
	(

	Combinable crops ‘stubble to stubble’
	(
	(

	Corn drying by 2.5% moisture for 7 tonnes/ha
	(
	(

	Direct drilling
	(
	(

	Discing
	(
	(

	Ditching and spreading spoil from a c.1 m ditch
	(
	(

	Fertiliser application
	(
	(

	Flailing heavy duty
	(
	(

	Flailing and mulching
	(
	(

	Flat rolling
	(
	(

	Forage crop establishment using precision drilling
	
	(note 1

	FYM spreading
	(
	(

	Grain cleaning
	(
	(

	Grain hauling at 7 tonnes/ha from field to barn
	(
	(

	Grass cutting and removal
	(
	(

	Grass seed harvesting
	(
	(

	Grass seed harvesting by brush harvester
	(
	(

	Green hay harvesting and spreading
	(
	(

	Guttering of wet grassland
	(
	(

	Hay making with small bales
	(
	(

	Hedge cutting and disposal of cuttings – circular saw
	(
	(

	Hedge cutting and disposal of cuttings – finger bar machine
	(
	(

	Hedge cutting and disposal of cuttings – flail
	(
	(

	Insect food crop establishment excluding seed
	(
	(

	Min-till cultivations using e.g Värderstad Top Down
	(
	(

	Min till combinable cropping ‘stubble to stubble’
	(
	(

	Mowing 
	(
	(

	Ploughing with press
	(
	(

	Harrow comb weeding
	(
	(

	Power harrowing
	(
	(

	Quad bike use (£/hour)
	(
	(

	Scrub control
	(
	(

	Slot seeding
	(
	(

	Slower combining in weedy crops
	(
	(

	Slurry application by shallow injection and umbilical system
	(
	(

	Slurry application by splash plate tanker
	(
	(

	Slurry application by trailing shoe and tanker
	(
	(

	Spot spraying
	(
	(

	Spraying
	(
	(

	Spring tining
	(
	(

	Sub soiling
	(
	(

	Tedding or rowing up
	(
	(

	Topping
	(
	(

	ULVA mast chemical application
	(
	(

	Weed wiping using a quad at 20%; 50% & 100% weed infestation
	(
	(

	Manual weed pulling e.g. ragwort
	(
	(


Note 1: the contractor element is expected to apply only to the precision drilling operation, with other operations carried out by the farmer

	Other Power and Machinery Costs
	

	Hire of tractor mounted digger and driver 
	£/hr

	Hire of tracked long reach digger and driver 
	£/hr

	Electricity 
	£ per kwh

	Tree surgery 
	£/tree


16.  Annex 3: Additional Costs 
Seeds and seed mixtures:

	Seeds and seed mixtures conventional and organic £/hectare
	£/kg
	kg/hectare

	Floristically enhanced margin seed mix
	(
	(

	Long term grass seed mix
	(
	(

	Pollen and nectar seed mixtures
	(
	(

	Species rich grass seed mix
	(
	(

	Wild bird food seed mixture
	(
	(


In particular, costs are required for the following seed:

	Wildbird seeds mixture (sown at 50kg per hectare)
	£/kg

	Triticale
	(

	Kale
	(

	Quinoa
	(

	Spring barley
	(

	Spring wheat
	(

	Millet
	(

	White/red millet
	(

	Mustard
	(

	Cereal
	(

	Spring Oats
	(

	Spring Triticale
	(

	Linseed
	(

	Clover Red Merviot
	(

	Clover Red Britta
	(

	Common bent
	(

	Timothy
	(

	Meadow fescue
	(

	Red fescue
	(

	Cocksfoot
	(

	Smooth meadow grass
	(

	Common bent grass
	(

	Crested dog’s tail
	(

	Smaller cat’s tail
	(

	Sheep’s fescue
	(

	Red fescue
	(

	Smooth meadow grass
	(

	Lesser knapweed
	(

	Field scabious
	(

	Self heal
	(

	Yarrow
	(

	Ox-eye daisy
	(

	Ladys bedstraw
	(

	Meadow buttercup
	(

	Sorrel
	(

	Wild carrot
	(


Livestock production and management costs:

	Livestock Production
	

	Agistment of sheep & cattle incl. Transport 
	£/head

	Anthelmintic treatment in cattle and sheep excluding avermectins 
	£/head

	Anthelmintic treatment in cattle and sheep using avermectins 
	£/head

	Benzimidazole treatment in cattle and sheep 
	£/head

	Barley as bought in feed 
	£/tonne

	Contract shepherding including dogs & vehicle 
	£/hour

	Hay – cost of purchase in lowland and hill areas 
	£/tonne

	Liver fluke treatment in sheep e.g. Trodax 
	£/head

	Silage – cost of purchase in lowland and hill areas 
	£/tonne


Crop production and management costs:

	Reed and Sedge Management
	£/ha

	Commercial reed value
	(

	Commercial sedge value
	(

	Cutting and disposal of non-commercial vegetation
	(

	Harvesting of reed including access
	(

	Harvesting sedge including access
	(

	Reed royalties
	(


Organic production:

	Additional Data for Organic Production
	£/t
	£/MJ kg DM

	Grass silage values 
	(
	(

	Hay values          
	(
	(

	Maize silage values  
	(
	(

	Whole crop silage values  
	(
	(


Agrochemical and Weed Control:
Note the successful contractor will need to make an assessment on which Agro-chemicals and weed control products are reflective of the current market. The below list is from countryside stewardship calculations and will need updating as required.

	Agro-chemicals and Weed Control
	£/unit
	units/ha
	£/ha

	Actripon
	(
	(
	(

	Agral
	(
	(
	(

	Asulox
	(
	(
	(

	Avadex Excel 15G
	(
	(
	(

	Broadsword
	(
	(
	(

	Dow Shield
	(
	(
	(

	Eagle
	(
	(
	(

	Fusilade
	(
	(
	(

	Graminicides in cereals as currently approved
	(
	(
	(

	Grasp
	(
	(
	(

	Grazon 90
	(
	(
	(

	Hawk
	(
	(
	(

	MCPA
	(
	(
	(

	Roundup Biactive
	(
	(
	(

	Slug pellets
	(
	(
	(

	Thistlex
	(
	(
	(

	Tigress Ultra
	(
	(
	(

	Topik
	(
	(
	(

	Soil sampling and testing including main nutrient status & pH
	
	
	(

	Bracken control
	
	
	(

	Cutting and removal of lowland heath brash
	
	
	(

	Ragwort control by hand cutting and removal; weed wiping and mechanical means (e.g. Alvan Blanch Eco Puller
	
	
	(

	Graminicides including Fusilade Max on grass margins and land taken out of production
	
	
	(

	Scrub control by spot spraying and hand pulling
	
	
	(


Water and Soil Management:
	Water management
	Unit

	Ditch, Dyke and Rhine Restoration 
	m

	Ditch, Dyke and Rhine Creation 
	m

	Pond Management (first 100 sq. m) 
	per pond

	Pond Management (areas more than 100 sq. m) 
	100m2

	Resurfacing of gateways 
	per gateway

	Silt filtration dams or seepage barriers 
	per unit

	Swales 
	m2

	Check dams and woody debris dams 
	per dam

	Yard - underground drainage pipework 
	m

	Yard inspection pit 
	per unit

	Concrete yard renewal 
	m2

	Gateway relocation 
	per gateway

	Relocation of sheep dips and pens 
	per unit

	Installation of livestock drinking troughs (in draining pens for freshly dipped sheep)
	per unit

	Lined bio bed plus pesticide loading and wash down area 
	m2

	Lined bio bed with existing wash down area 
	m2

	Sprayer or applicator load and wash down area 
	m2

	Roofing (sprayer wash down area, manure storage area, ...) 
	m2

	Watercourse crossing 
	per crossing

	Installation of piped culverts and ditches 
	per culvert


	Miscellaneous
	Unit 

	Creation of dead wood habitat on trees
	per tree

	Stump Grinding
	per stump

	Public liability insurance for both £5m & £10m
	year

	Cornish stone faced hedge bank repair
	m

	Cornish stone faced hedge bank provision
	m

	Devon earth bank repair
	m

	Devon earth bank provision
	m

	Dry stone wall repair
	m

	Dry stone wall provision
	m


(Wants to be broken down into components)

17.  Annex 4: Capital Items and Associated Costs
	Fencing and Walling Materials

	Sheep netting 
	m

	Electric fencing
	m

	Strainer posts 2.15 m x 125mm (
	post

	Intermediate posts 1.7 m x 75mm  (
	post

	Struts 2 m x 100mm (
	strut

	3.15 mm High Tensile wire
	100 m

	C8/80/15 netting
	50 m roll

	Double strand barbed wire to BS 4102
	200 m roll

	Rabbit netting [18 gauge, 31mm hexagonal mesh]
	50 m roll

	Galvanised netting fasteners
	1000

	HT13/190/30 netting
	100 m roll

	Droppers
	each

	Strainer posts – deer fence 2.8 m x 150 mm (
	post

	Intermediate post – deer fence 2.5 m x 100 mm (
	post

	Gate hanging post
	gate

	Gate slamming post
	gate

	Field gate furniture
	gate

	Kissing gate furniture
	gate

	Bridle gate furniture
	gate

	Field gate 3.3 m treated soft wood
	gate

	Kissing gate 1 m treated soft wood
	gate

	Kissing gate for disabled access  1.4 m
	gate

	Bridle gate 1.5 m treated soft wood
	gate

	Galvanised RSJ  2.5 m x 150 mm
	unit

	Wire rope 6 mm (
	m

	Dog gate materials
	gate

	Wooden rails 3.6 m x 38 mm x 87 mm
	each

	Granite gate post
	post

	Cattle grid 3 m to BS 4008
	unit

	Hard wood bench for 2 people
	each

	Bench fittings
	unit

	Through stones
	unit

	Top wire
	50 m roll

	Posts for top wire 2.5 m x 75 mm (
	post

	Mains energiser
	unit

	Stone for walling
	tonne

	Building Materials

	Railway sleepers 
	unit

	Water trough (galvanised steel)
	unit

	Water trough fittings
	unit

	Water pipe 25mm MDPE
	m

	Drainage pipe 200 mm
	m

	Service box
	unit

	Water pipe fittings
	unit

	Stop cock access point
	unit

	Plastic pipe 300 mm (
	m

	Concrete blocks
	blocks

	Man hole ring of 1050 mm (
	unit

	Man hole ring cover
	unit

	Man hole access cover
	unit

	Hardcore
	cu m

	Timber 50mm x 150mm
	m

	Timber 40mm x 40mm with non-toxic preservative
	m

	Timber 250mm x 40mm with non-toxic preservative
	m

	Square sawn posts 2.4mx100mm
	post

	Bitumen macadam for paths
	sq m

	Square sawn posts 1.5mx100mm
	post

	Square sawn posts 2.7m x 125mm
	post

	Timber 50 mm x 50 mm 
	m

	Spoil disposal
	m

	Scalpings
	cu m

	Timber 3 m x 200 mm x 100 mm
	unit

	Water Management Materials 

	Blocking Grips or Drainage Channels 
	per block

	Timber sluice 
	per sluice

	Brick, Stone or Concrete Sluice 
	per sluice

	Rainwater goods 
	m

	Storage tanks underground 
	m3

	Above ground tanks 
	m3

	First-flush rainwater diverters/downpipe filters 
	per unit

	Sheep dip drainage aprons and sumps 
	m2

	Floating covers for slurry stores and lagoons 
	m2

	Self-supporting covers for slurry stores
	m2

	Bio filters 
	per unit

	Cross drains
	per drain

	Planting Material

	Spiral tree guard 
	unit

	Tree tube 1.2m x 80-120 mm ( and stake
	unit

	Bamboo cane
	cane

	Stakes 750 mm treated soft wood
	stake

	Mulch mat
	mat

	Stakes 2200 mm treated soft wood
	stake

	Tree tie
	unit

	Mulch roll
	m

	Parkland tree guard metal
	unit

	Galvanised mesh tree guard
	unit

	Fruit tree stake 1.8 m
	stake

	Tree root watering system
	unit

	Compost (75 litres)
	bag

	Plastic mesh tree guard 250 mm (
	unit

	Hedgerow whip
	unit

	Tree whip
	unit

	Parkland tree 
	tree

	Maiden fruit tree
	tree

	Standard fruit tree
	tree

	Native seed mixtures
	ha

	Wild flower mixtures
	ha

	Machine Hire 

	Chain saw hire
	hour

	Excavator or digger hire
	hour

	Vibrating roller hire
	day

	Contractor Costs to include operator

	ATV
	ha

	Rotary atomiser spraying or CDA for bracken control
	ha

	Aerial spraying
	ha

	Knapsack spraying
	ha

	Bracken flailing
	hour

	Tractor mounted digger
	hour

	10 tonne trailer with tractor
	hour

	Livestock systems

	Hard bases for livestock drinkers 
	per base

	Hard bases for livestock feeders 
	per base

	Pasture pumps and associated pipework
	per pump

	Ram pumps and pipework
	per pump

	Livestock troughs 
	per trough

	Pipework for livestock troughs 
	m

	Hard bases for livestock drinkers 


	per base

	Miscellaneous

	Bat/bird box
	unit

	Wind pump for water level management
	pump

	Wind pump installation
	pump

	Stationery for educational access
	pack

	Badger Gates 
	per gate

	Deer high seat 
	per unit

	Small Wildlife Box 
	per box

	Medium Wildlife Box 
	per box

	Large Wildlife Box 
	per box


Travel and Subsistence

All Travel and Subsistence should be in line with Defra’s Travel and Subsistence Policy. Claims should always be supported by valid receipts for audit purposes and must not exceed any of the stated rates below. Should the stated rated be exceeded, Defra reserve the right to reimburse only up to the stated rate. 

Rail Travel

All Journeys – Standard class rail unless a clear business case demonstrating value for money can be presented. This includes international rail journeys by Eurostar and other international and overseas rail operators.

Mileage Allowance

	Mileage Allowance
	First 10,000 business miles in the tax year
	Each business mile over 10,000 in the tax year

	Private cars and vans – no public transport rate*
	45p
	25p

	Private cars and vans – public transport rate
	25p
	25p

	Private motor cycles
	24p
	24p

	Passenger supplement
	5p
	5p

	Equipment supplement**
	3p
	3p

	Bicycle
	20p
	20p


*NB the ‘no public transport rate’ for car and van travel can only be claimed where the use of a private vehicle for the journey is essential e.g. on grounds of disability or where there is no practical public transport alternative. If the use of the vehicle is not essential the ‘public transport rate’ should be claimed.

** Under HMRC rules this expense is taxable.

UK Subsistence
	Location
	Rate (Upper Limit)

	London (Bed and Breakfast)
	£130

	UK Other (Bed and Breakfast)
	£75

	Rates for specific cities (bed and breakfast) 


	Bristol £100 per night 

Weybridge £100 per night 

Warrington £90 per night 
Reading £85 per night


APPENDIX A

FORM OF TENDER

To be returned by 12:00 (UK time) on 27th November 2020.
Mark Chamberlain 

Procurement Advisor

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Procurement and Commercial Function
Nobel House / Foss House

17 Smith Square / Kings Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green

London, SW1P 3JR / York, YO1 7PX

TENDER FOR THE: Building Blocks Commission.  

Tender Ref: 31276

1. We have examined the invitation to tender and its schedules set out below (the ITT) and do hereby offer to provide the goods and/or services specified in the ITT and in accordance with the attached documents to the Authority commencing 18th December 2020 for the period specified in the ITT.

· Tender Particulars (Section 1)

· Specification of Requirements (Section 3)
· Form of Tender (Appendix A)
· Authority’s Conditions of Contract (Appendix B)

2. If this tender is accepted, we will execute the Contract and any other documents required by the Authority within 10 days of being asked to do so.

3. We agree that:

a. before executing the Contract substantially in the form set out in the ITT, the formal acceptance of this tender in writing by this Authority or such parts as may be specified, together with the documents attached shall comprise a binding contract between the Authority and us;
b. pursuant to EU Directive 1999/93/EC (Community Framework for Electronic Signatures) and the Electronic Communications Act 2000, the Contract may be executed electronically using the Authority’s electronic tendering and contract management system, Bravo;
c. we are legally bound to comply with the confidentiality provisions set out in the ITT;

d. any other terms or conditions or any general reservation which may be provided in any correspondence sent by the Authority in connection with this procurement shall not form part of this tender without the prior written consent of the Authority;
e. this tender shall remain valid for 120 days from the closing date for tenders specified in the ITT; and
f. the Authority may disclose our information and documents (submitted to the Authority during the procurement) more widely within Government for the purpose of ensuring effective cross-Government procurement processes, including value for money and related purposes.
4.
We confirm that:

a. there are no circumstances affecting our organisation which could give rise to an actual or potential conflict of interest that would affect the integrity of the Authority’s decision making in relation to the award of the Contract; or

b. if there are, or may be such circumstances giving rise to an actual or potential conflict of interest we have disclosed this in full to the Authority.
5.
We undertake and it shall be a condition of the Contract that:

a. the amount of our tender has not been calculated by agreement or arrangement with any person other than the Authority and that the amount of our tender has not been communicated to any person until after the closing date for the submission of tenders and in any event not without the consent of the Authority;

b. we have not canvassed and will not, before the evaluation process, canvass or solicit any member or officer, employee or agent of the Authority or other contracting authority in connection with the award of the Contract and that no person employed by us has done or will do any such act; and

c. made arrangements with any other party about whether or not they may submit a tender except for the purposes of forming a joint venture.
6.
I warrant that I am authorised to sign this tender and confirm that we have complied with all the requirements of the ITT. 

Signed

_____________________________________________________________

Date


_____________________________________________________________

In the capacity of
_____________________________________________________________

Authorised to sign 

Tender for and on 

behalf of

_____________________________________________________________

Postal Address
_____________________________________________________________

Post Code

_____________________________________________________________

Telephone No.
_____________________________________________________________

Email Address
_____________________________________________________________

APPENDIX B

AUTHORITY’S CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT

[image: image1.wmf] 
APPENDIX D
ARMED FORCES CORPORATE COVENANT
Section 1: Principles of the Armed Forces Covenant
We Company XYZ will endeavour in our business dealings to uphold the key principles of the

Armed Forces Covenant, which are:

· no member of the Armed Forces Community should face disadvantage in the provision of public and commercial services compared to any other citizen;

· in some circumstances special treatment may be appropriate especially for the injured or bereaved.

Section 2: Demonstrating our Commitment
Company XYZ recognises the value serving personnel, reservists, veterans and military families bring to our business. We (Company XYZ) will seek to uphold the principles of the Armed Forces Covenant, by:

· promoting the fact that we are an armed forces-friendly organisation;
· seeking to support the employment of veterans young and old and working with the Career Transition Partnership (CTP), in order to establish a tailored employment pathway for Service Leavers;

· striving to support the employment of Service spouses and partners;
· endeavouring to offer a degree of flexibility in granting leave for Service spouses and partners before, during and after a partner’s deployment;

· seeking to support our employees who choose to be members of the Reserve forces, including by accommodating their training and deployment where possible;

· offering support to our local cadet units, either in our local community or in local schools, where possible;

· aiming to actively participate in Armed Forces Day;
· offering a discount to members of the Armed Forces Community;
· any additional commitments XYZ could make (based on local circumstances).

You are encouraged to sign up to as many of the above as appropriate to your business. 

We will publicise these commitments through our literature and/or on our website, setting out how we will seek to honour them and inviting feedback from the Service community and our customers on how we are doing. Amended as appropriate for your business.
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/countryside-stewardship" \l ":~:text=The%20aim%20of%20the%20scheme,woodland%20creation%20and%20management" �Countryside Stewardship- GOV homepage�


� Including pigs and poultry enterprises 


� Or breeding percentage for pigs and poultry 


� Essential costs are costs required to carry out activities that are critical to having a credible business operation, and are set at a level consistent with being the least cost possible. More details can be found in this � HYPERLINK "https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/Hill%20farm%20profitability%20report%20-%20FINAL%20agreed%2015%20Nov%2019.pdf" �report� 
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