
Lot 005 – Agriculture 

Lot Description Document 

 

As guidance this Agriculture Lot includes projects funded to produce innovative 

ways of improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the UK’s  Agriculture sector, 

comprised of these sub-categories:   

o arable farming (including horticulture and viniculture) 
o livestock farming (including aquaculture) 

o agricultural engineering 

o agricultural genomics (including plant or animal breeding) 

o agricultural economics  
o harvesting technology  
o on-farm storage 

These projects contribute to the UK through economic impact and societal impact 
in: 

 
Improving agriculture productivity: 

Through, for example, new breeding technologies, improved control of pests, 
weeds and pathogens and the increased uptake of robotics/autonomous 
systems, satellites, sensors and photonics 
 

Agri-Tech centres: 
Innovate UK works with 4 new agri-tech centres that cover:  

o precision agriculture;  
o agri-big data;  

o crop health and protection  
o livestock excellence 

  

There are already a few hundred agri-food companies clustered around this family 

of centres. Innovate UK works with these industry groups to identify opportunities, 
connect players together and identify funding – particularly EU Horizon 2020 

funding – signpost investors, support the rollout of technology on farms and help 
unlock overseas markets. 
 
A prospective Monitoring Services provider must demonstrate their capability and 

relevant experience to provide monitoring assurance of projects addressing any 

of the scope described above in this lot, which is unique, within this DPS, to the 

Agriculture Lot.  

Monitoring Officers will be key personnel that will be required to interact with 

senior stakeholders and provide value add to the project through their presence 

and engagement.  Demonstration of strategic thinking with self-motivation to 

adapt and succeed whatever the challenge and with a focus on working with people 

to secure organisational results.    

  



 

Monitoring Officers for this Lot must have: 

 Knowledge of industry bodies specific to this Lot, its manufacturers, its 

value streams, technological evolutions and supply chains 

 Full understanding of the key stakeholders and their inter-relationships.  

 Intimate knowledge of start-up culture, business models and SME 

finances/cash flow is required.  

The Monitoring Officers assigned to this Lot must have a minimum of 36 months 

experience in the Agriculture industry or a related sector at management / 

decision making level and; 

a) hold a degree or post-graduate qualification in scientific or 

technical subject relevant to agriculture (e.g. agriculture, animal 

or plant sciences, biology, biochemistry or biotechnology, botany, 

engineering, genetics) or industry-recognised equivalents, 

and if possible; 

b) hold accreditation with a relevant industry body or learned society. 

Project management experience is essential and must be demonstrated during 

application to the DPS however formal project management qualifications (e.g. 

PRINCE) are NOT required.   

 

 

 

 


