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Context
Cambridgeshire County Council has an ambitious programme of renewable energy generation, and it is expected that this portfolio will continue to expand in the years to come. At present, the Council is in the process of developing several solar photovoltaic (PV) projects including a 29MW (AC) solar plant and two smaller solar PV and battery energy storage projects. 
The 29 MW solar plant is located outside of Soham adjacent to an existing 12 MW solar farm, Triangle Farm, also owned by the Council.  The Triangle Farm site was successful in the Contracts for Difference auction in 2015 and is guaranteed a strike price under a contract with the Low Carbon Contracting Company.  CCC is exploring means to optimise revenue from the new 29 MW solar plant.  At present, there are no viable nearby customers for a physical Power Purchase Agreement, however, the Council is interested in pursuing alternative options which would offer greater returns than selling electricity at the wholesale tariff.  
The Council is also developing a 2.7 MW smart energy grid at the Babraham Rd park and ride. The Council is in advanced negotiations with a PPA customer who would be able to purchase all excess electricity.  In this case, the Council is keen to explore how adding battery energy storage to the site could provide a steady stream of income through providing grid flexibility services. 
Furthermore, the Council is developing a 2.9MW solar farm and 10MW battery energy storage project on a closed landfill site in Stanground.  We have engaged with potential private wire customers that have expressed interest in purchasing the electricity generated from the project. The central case for the battery energy storage system (BESS) has been to connect to the grid to provide grid balancing services. Advice will be sought on the best means to employ the BESS to maximise revenues. 
All three projects are at advanced stages of development.  The Babraham Rd park and ride project has received planning permission, and the other two projects are awaiting determinations on planning applications. 
More information about these projects is available at: 
https://www.mlei.co.uk/projects/large-scale-renewable-energy 

Purpose 
Cambridgeshire County Council is exploring options to maximise the projected revenues from its solar and battery storage projects, through selling electricity via Power Purchase Agreements and/or providing flexibility services.  The Council is inviting companies with experience in these areas to provide information on your services and approach.  The Council wishes to build its intelligence in this area to secure the first phase of contracts for services later this year.  
 
Expression of interest
Should your company have the interest, experience and skills to provide these services please submit an overview of the services and solutions your company is able to offer. 
Presentations
Following receipt of responses of company offerings, the Council would like to invite a selection of respondents to share some valuable insights and provide an overview of their company’s offering.  The proposed format is a 5-10min introduction provided by the Council on the above projects, a presentation by the companies lasting approximately 20min (covering the topics below), followed by a brief Q&A session.  Individual sessions will be scheduled with each company.  We intend to host the session remotely via MS Teams or Zoom (TBC).

Presentation content
1. An overview of your company’s renewable energy PPA and aggregator services capabilities
2. The different contracting mechanisms (i.e. PPA options/aggregator services) available to CCC for the above types of projects
3. Anticipated rates/revenues available via different contracting routes and expectations of future market trends 
4. How to apply performance guarantees on BESS into contracts and setting penalties for failure to perform in flexibility auctions
5. Your thoughts around the best routes to procuring and securing contracts
6. Case studies/contacts for other Local Authorities or companies you’ve provided PPA and/or aggregator services. 

Timeline:
· Deadline for responses: 7 October 2020
· Presentations beginning: 14 October 2020

Should you require any further information ahead of submitting responses, please feel free to contact:
· Sandra Bucci Sandra.bucci@Cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
· Claire Julian-Smith Claire.Julian@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

