Evidence Synthesis in Further Education and Adult Skills
The Social Mobility Commission is inviting proposals to synthesize the evidence base of ‘what works’ to improve attainment for disadvantaged students in the Further Education and Adult Skills sector. This research forms part of the Social Mobility Commission’s role to produce relevant research that provides new data and insights on social mobility in the UK.

The FE and Adult Skills sector (called ‘FE’ here), hosts a disproportionate number of disadvantaged students compared to other post-16 educational avenues; over 2.2 million students are in the sector, of whom, 32 per cent are in the most deprived quintile as measured by the Indices of Multiple Deprivation. 
,
 The sector is diverse with thousands of course offerings, qualifications, and a varied landscape of providers. With just 40 per cent of Britain’s young people following the ‘traditional’ path of GCSE’s, A levels, and into Higher Education, vocational education serves as an alternative for the remaining 60 per cent to ensure a smooth transition into the labour market.
 It is a sector that has long been underfunded and overlooked. It is therefore a critical area to address for improving social mobility outcomes.

Yet, despite FE’s role in providing a transition into work for a disproportionate representation of disadvantaged young people and in upskilling or retraining adults stuck in low pay,
,
 there does not exist a collation of the evidence base to help FE providers navigate evidence-based interventions to raise attainment. Raising attainment is critical to ensuring higher labour market returns and thus improving social mobility, which is why the Commission is focusing on it as the outcome measurement for a literature review.  

The Commission seeks to collate and map the evidence base on ‘what works’ in raising attainment in FE through a literature review and the creation of a user-friendly ‘map’ to visualise the data. Then, if sufficient high-quality evidence exists, the Commission may issue a new tender to translate this evidence into a user-friendly toolkit for FE practitioners. This process will follow the beginning stages of a ‘what works centre’ activity with an end goal of spurring investment and influencing existing research bodies to take up the ongoing maintenance of this map, funding trials in identified evidence gaps, and undergoing evidence translation activities.
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