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 NHS England is to conduct market engagement to obtain input and feedback in preparation for a potential tender of a Down’s Syndrome Screening Quality Assurance Support Service (DQASS) 
Service.

The Vaccination and Screening directorate (V&S) forms part of NHS England and exists to protect and improve the nation’s health and wellbeing and reduce health inequalities. This is achieved through world-leading science, knowledge and intelligence, advocacy, partnerships, and the delivery of specialist public health services.  
 V&S includes many programme areas, one of which is the NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme. 
The aim of the NHS Fetal Anomaly Screening Programme is to ensure there is equal access to uniform and quality-assured screening to all eligible pregnant women in England. The Programme ensures that services provide women with high quality information, so they can make a personal informed choice about their screening and pregnancy options. 
 
All eligible pregnant women in England are offered screening to assess the chance of having a baby with Down’s syndrome, Edwards’ syndrome and Patau’s syndrome. Screening is offered to both singleton and twin pregnancies. 
The recommended method of screening is first trimester screening, combining maternal age, biochemistry markers and ultrasound measurement of crown rump length (CRL) and nuchal translucency (NT) to provide a pregnant woman with her chance of having a baby with Down’s syndrome, Edwards’ syndrome and Patau’s syndrome. 
 
Second trimester biochemical screening is available for women who are too late to have the combined test or in cases where it is not possible to measure the NT. 
Women who receive a higher chance screening result are offered further information and different options including prenatal diagnosis. The decision to have a prenatal diagnostic procedure can be a difficult for many pregnant women as 1 out of 200 women (0.5%) who have a diagnostic test will miscarry because of the test. 
  
2. Section 2: Current Service Model and Purpose of the RFI 
The Down’s Syndrome Screening Quality Assurance Support Service (DQASS) is in place to monitor and support the quality and effectiveness of the screening tests for Down’s syndrome (T21), Edwards’ syndrome (T18) and Patau’s syndrome (T13) in England.  
The DQASS service supports the NHS Fetal Anomaly Programme by providing statistical services that delivers independent clinical audit data and feedback to screening laboratories and ultrasound practitioners to enable quality assurance and continuous quality improvement.  
 
The analysis undertaken by the service checks the baseline median values, risk algorithm parameter values and population measures, such as age adjusted follow-up rates. Through meta-analyses, DQASS provides information on effects of factors such as smoking that is used to improve screening performance. 
 
The analyses provided by DQASS is used by the Screening Quality Assurance Service (SQAS) to improve the screening programme through feedback on all aspects of the test to laboratories, ultrasound departments and commercial. 
DQASS provides independent audits of screening laboratory and ultrasound data in a standardised and statistically valid format.  
The service model includes statisticians who are experts in Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s syndromes.  
The current service requirements are: 
· Collating data from 22 screening laboratories in the UK  that screen for Down’s, Edwards’ and Patau’s syndromes 
· Providing data and reports back to the labs and screening support sonographers to support consistency and improvements in practice  
· Making recommendations to the V&S directorate including quality and assurance  
· Engaging with software suppliers 
· Informing national guidance  
· Providing support and training to lab staff and ultrasound practitioners and screening staff working in the V&S directorate  
 
For more detailed information about the DQASS, including reporting, please visit:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/downs-syndrome-screening-quality-assurance-support-service 
 

The Contracting Authority would like to gather soft intelligence from the market and is publishing a Request for Information (RFI). 
The RFI and further documentation will be available on the from 24 January 2024 and the deadline for responses will be 1300 hours on the 14 February 2024. Please note that all communications and RFI submissions will be conducted via the http://health.atamis.co.uk   The portal can be accessed at any time of the day, and it is free to register.
Expressions of interest to meet with the contracting authority to further explore responses to the Request for Information is not required at this stage, however maybe required at a later stage. Please indicate on Question 22 of Appendix A if you would be happy to participate in the supplier meetings should the contracting authority wish to do so. Supplier meetings will be allocated on a first come first served basis via Atamis.  All written responses will be considered regardless of whether interested parties wish to participate or are invited to participate in meetings. 
Please note that this exercise is not part of any pre-qualification process. It is intended as an awareness, communication and information gathering exercise offering an opportunity for provider organisations to help inform potential future service models and/or commissioning intentions.
To register an interest in responding to this market engagement exercise, express an interest to meet the contracting authority and obtain a copy of the Request for Information documentation please go to the http://health.atamis.co.uk
NHS England is utilising an electronic tendering tool (e-Tendering system) to manage this market engagement exercise and communicate with potential bidders in accordance with Regulation 22 of the Public Contract Regulations 2015 (as amended). 
It is free to register on http://health.atamis.co.uk, which can be accessed at any time of day providing you have a working internet connection. Should you have any queries, or you are having problems registering please contact the helpdesk:
Phone: 0800 9956035
E-mail: support-health@atamis.co.uk
 



