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The Department for Education (DfE) is responsible for children’s services and education, including early years, schools, higher and further education policy, apprenticeships and wider skills in England.
The Department is exploring potential options to support the formation of a school centred initial teacher training (SCITT) provider with national reach specialising in the recruitment and delivery of computing teacher training.
We are interested in hearing from: organisations with the relevant expertise and capacity to deliver a national computing SCITT programme; organisations who would be interested in working as a delivery partner as part of a wider consortia/subcontracting model; and interested parties who would like to input to the development of the programme, as our intention is to consider a range of options to ultimately design a unique and high quality school led offer in this priority subject with a targeted national reach.
At this stage, the design and delivery model for this opportunity is under consideration. The Department is not committing to undertake any formal commissioning activity resulting from this notice although we may use the information gathered via this process to support any future commercial activity.
Background
Teaching remains a popular career choice for many. We recruited over 2,000 more trainee teachers for the 2018 to 2019 academic year than in 2017 to 2018, continuing the positive trend we saw the previous year. However, the growing number of pupils of secondary age means that we need even more teachers.
School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT)
Networks of schools that have been approved by government to run school-centred teacher training courses are known as SCITTs. They provide practical, hands-on teacher training, delivered by experienced, and practising teachers based in their own school or a school in their network.
Many schools work in close partnerships with universities for SCITT programmes, enabling trainee teachers to gain an academic award such as a Postgraduate Certificate of Education alongside working towards qualified teacher status (QTS).
Traditionally, these programmes are tailored towards teaching in the local area, with the course including lectures, tutorials, and seminars that cover the same material as university or college training programmes.
National SCITTs
We are currently supporting two national SCITTs, which focus on specific subjects: the National Modern Languages SCITT, which opened in 2016 and started teacher training in 2017; and the National Mathematics and Physics SCITT, which opened in 2017 and started teacher training in 2018. 
The purpose of introducing subject-specific national SCITTs is to create a unique and high quality school-led offer in priority English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) subjects.
This will promote best practice in initial teacher training and improve teacher recruitment and retention. Unlike other SCITTs, which typically offer smaller volumes in a range of subjects in their local region, the national model is delivered through partnership arrangements to provide high quality initial subject specific teacher training on a national level. 
Partnerships operate across the country, utilising the resource and expertise of professional sector organisations, industry and the independent school sector. Consequently, it is intended that they deliver at a larger scale than most SCITTs.
Purpose of this Early Engagement
We are keen to learn what the market can offer trainees by way of a national SCITT and are interested in hearing from both existing SCITTs and other organisations who: 
· would be interested in becoming the National Computing SCITT; or
· would be interested in working in partnership with the National Computing SCITT; or
· have expertise in recruitment to, and design and delivery of computing courses.
Outline Requirement
We are exploring:
· potential school based solutions to address initial teacher training recruitment and retention challenges specific to computing;
· suggested models to best achieve national reach for a school led initial teacher training partnership that includes involvement from industry, the higher education sector and the independent school sector; and
· approaches to computing pedagogy within initial teacher training.
Whilst we are interested in exploring existing arrangements available in the market or relevant programmes or routes that could be developed in scale and/or capacity, we also welcome new and innovative arrangements that could mobilise the required skills, resources and experience in a timely and cost efficient manner. 
Any proposed ideas would need to be based upon the offer of current initial teacher training routes and the initial teacher training criteria.
How to express an interest in this opportunity
Interested organisations should complete the attached questionnaire and submit it to contact.ncscitt@education.gov.uk by 15 March 2019.
Please note that this early engagement notice is not a call to competition and the DfE is not bound to enter into any procurement activity because of it.  
Additional information is available from:
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-recruitment-and-retention-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/initial-teacher-training-criteria/initial-teacher-training-itt-criteria-and-supporting-advice 
Timescales
Organisations interested would need to be able to mobilise their provision with the intention of opening recruitment in autumn 2019 to deliver initial teacher training in 2020.
