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These specifications are definitive. 

Samples when requested must meet this specification within the tolerances allowed.  Items 

that do not conform will be rejected. All new dies to remain the property of the Royal 

Household. Dies to be held in secure location to prevent unauthorised use. 

The Central Chancery reserve the right to carry out random tests of materials used and where 

not to specification these items shall be returned to the supplier and may result in any 

contract being revoked. 

 

 

THE ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 

MBE Civil (Gents) 

General Description: 

 Badge consisting of 

a) Top Ribbon Ring  

b) Small Connecting Ring 

c) Badge consisting of 

 i) Crown 

 ii) Cross 

 Ribbon 

d) Ribbon  

e) Brooch fitting 

 

 Case 

f) Outer Case  

g) Insert 
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BADGE 

(a) Top Ribbon Ring 

Material 

Diameter of wire 

Outside diameter of 

ring 

Manufacture 

 

 

Finish 

 

Hallmark quality sterling silver wire. 

  1.50 mm +/- 0.05 mm. 

13.00 mm +/- 0.50 mm. 

 

Ends of ring to be soldered together and finished so join 

appears as an integral part of the ring. 

Attached to small connecting ring (b). 

Polished. 

(b) Small Connecting 

Ring 

Material 

Diameter of wire 

Outside diameter of 

ring 

Manufacture 

 

 

Finish 

 

 

Hallmark quality sterling silver. 

1.50 mm +/- 0.05 mm. 

5.30 mm +/- 0.30 mm. 

 

Ends of ring soldered together so that join appears an 

integral part of the ring. Soldered to back of crown of badge 

to take Top Ribbon Ring (a). 

Polished. 

(c) Badge 

Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material 

Width 

 

Height 

 

Thickness – at centre 

Manufacture 

 

 

 

Finish 

 

A four armed fleur-de-lys cross, the top arm surmounted by 

the imperial crown. The crown to have two pierced holes 

above the cushion. 

The obverse having the effigy of King George V and Queen 

Mary surrounded by a circlet with the motto FOR GOD 

AND THE EMPIRE upon a stippled ground. The reverse of 

the cross having the cipher of King George V (GRI) with an 

imperial crown above, this all contained in a rope circle. 

Rear of crown to be stamped with manufacturers mark. 

Hallmark quality sterling silver. 

Crown: 14.50 mm +/- 0.20 mm. 

Cross:   50.00 mm +/- 0.50 mm. 

Crown: 16.70 mm +/- 0.10 mm. 

Cross:   64.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm including crown. 

3.50 mm +/- 0.25 mm. 

Cross and crown die struck, clipped to shape and the crown 

pierced. The edges of the arm filed and buffed to form 

smooth and equal arms to each fleur-de-lys of the cross.  

The entire cross dressed to remove all marks. 

Polished all over. 

  

WEIGHT OF 

FINISHED BADGE 

 

25.00 grams +/- 2.00 grams. 
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RIBBON 

 

(d) Full Size Ribbon  

Colour  

Material 

Width   

Width of grey edges 

Finished Length 

Construction     

 

 

Rose pink (198C) with pearl grey (420C) edges. 

65% nylon, 35% cotton mix.  

38.00 mm +/- 1.00 mm. 

  2.50 mm. 

40.00 mm. 

Attached to the brooch bar (e) and forming a pleated V 

through the ring so that the pearl grey edges are visible as 

they pass through the ring. Securely stitched to the brooch 

bar with thread to match the ribbon. 

(e) Brooch Bar 

Material 

Width 

 

Height 

Thickness 

Manufacture  

 

Finish 

 

Manufactured from nickel or gilding metal. 

39.60 mm +/- 0.20 mm (at top). 

34.00 mm +/- 0.20 mm (at bottom). 

11.50 mm +/- 0.20 mm. 

  1.70 mm +/- 0.20 mm. 

Clipped and pierced to provide a ribbon slot to accept ribbon 

and two sewing holes to secure ribbon. 

Nickel plated. 

CASE 

(f) Outer Case 

Dimension 

 

Construction    

 

 

 

 

Lining  

 

 

160.00 mm x 82.00 mm x 20.00 mm +/- 2.00 mm tolerance 

on all measurements.  

Pressed frame top and bottom with rounded corners covered 

with black vinyl/rexine, hinged along the long edge with a 

spring to hold the case open and closed. The letters M.B.E. 

gold blocked in 6.00 mm Roman Font central to the case. To 

be read landscape on the outside of lid. 

Silk lining to the lid carrying the manufacturer’s logo.  

Artwork to be approved by CCOK prior to production. 

(g) Insert 

Construction 

 

 

To fit inside base of outer case (f). 

Grey velvet covered plastic base with indented recess to 

securely hold the contents in the shape of the Badge and 

Brooch fitting. 

 

NOTE There may be a requirement during the life of this 

contract for an additional recess to be added to securely hold 

the buttonhole Emblem currently available for sale to 

holders of this award. 
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